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AIUS/TUS 

Tjie following alcctcli of tins rcn pleasing and 
ingenious UTitcrs lift is from the pen of his friend 
and pupil the celebrated Kotzebue Like the pro- 
ductions of him uhom It commemorates it isMTittcn 
with kind and earnest feelings and creri where 
bean that stamp of sincerity and truth which at 
once carries pleasure and comiction to the readers 
heart 

He was once my instructor and he afterwards 
became my friend observes Kotzebue let my 
heart then speak while liis image continues still 
fresh in mj memory I wish I could ctcito some 
thing of the interest I feel m the reader s bosom 
but he sras unacquainted with him It is of small 
consequence when and where sucIi men as my friend 
were born at what ago they went to school and 

GennaQ Pojiiila Tale* John Aupistus Musirus 
Edited by C M Bieland ti rob 0ro Gotha 160 
s 2 
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whom they marned , they arc every where sure of 
dispensing pleasure and of doing good 

“ Should I be esteemed too partial to do justice 
to his life, I may, at least, be permitted to pro- 
nounce his funeral oration I have nothing more 
important than what is of daily occurrence, and 
familiar to all, on which to dwell — except his own 
good heart and fine genius 

" Cliarles Augustus Musrcus was born at Jena, 
in the year 1735. His fatlier was a magistrate, 
residing at the same place, but who subsequently 
becoming a counselloi and intendant, found occasion 
to remove to Eisenach 

“ Young Musaius was of an open lively dispo- 
sition, and he so far won upon the affections of his 
friends, that one of his elder cousins, the superm- 
tendant Wessenborn, of Alstadt, wished to adopt, 
and invited him to reside wuth him , and on beinir 
promoted to the general supenntendantship at Eise- 
nach, he returned with him thither the following 
year At this period he was only nine years of age, 
and he remained under Ins relative’s charge until he 
attained his nineteenth year 

" He prosecuted his studies at Jena, took a de- 
gree of Master of Arts, and ultimately became an 
Associate of the German Society — a title which, at 
that tune, meant more than it now does Upon this 
he returned to the roof of his parents, and his name 
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%\as entered at £!isenach during a space of nine 
}ears os a candidate for the universit) Ho is 
known likewise to liave jircachcd there intli much 
i-redit and applause hut a somewhat odd circum 
stance shortly determined Ins future destination 
He expected to have been elected pastor of Pfarrode 
a small hamlet not far from Eisenach but on its 
being ascertained that he could dance as n ell as 
preach the scrupulous ciders refused to rcccue 
as their spiritual comforter one uho had danced 
even once in his life 

Sometime in the year 17C3 he was made go- 
vernor to the pages ot the court of Weimar and 
subsequently be became Professor in the Gymna 
Slum at the same place About the same period 
he married Juliana Kruger by whom he had tuo 
sons 

' Thus his life had nothing remarkable in it no 
thing distinguished him from the tbrong of fellow 
citizens who surrounded him — cxccjit the qualities 
of his head and heart The mind of an author 
survives him m his works wc may read and 

admire but the heart of the min can with dif 
ficnlty be duly appreciateil I can convey no clearer 
idea of It than by the fact that he wrote satires 
and had no enemies not a single being within the 
walls of Weimar wished him any ill for in his own 
temper there was not a drop of gall The arrows 
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of Ins wit Mere well pointed ^ but tliey were not 
dipped in poison He extorted the respect of the 
greatj and deserved the lo\e of all the middle and 
lower ranks of people 

“ I fancy I can behold him going, as he daily 
did, wntli a book under his arm, from his own house 
towards the Gymnasium The citi/ens on all sides 
saluted him as he passed, w'ltli his hat alw ay s in his 
hand, and a good-natured smile upon his face, — 
his only thanks lie w as in the habit of w alking 
to the gardens, without the city walls, to w atch the 
citizens at worlc, conversing w'ltli each in his own 
way, so as constantly to interest all w'lth whom he 
spoke, in wdiateier branch of rural economy they 
were conversant Willingly w'ould the pleased hus- 
bandman, leaning for some moments upon his mat- 
tock, and, holding his cap in his hand, pin in the con- 
versation, while Mustcus had invariablv his hat in Ins 
hand, which he nevei replaced until the other was 
first coveied It w^as thus he w'on tlie hearts of all , 
and if you wished to behold a kind and pleasant 
countenance, you need only accost Professor hlu- 
saius as he went by It happened in the year 
1 780, while he was suffering under a very painful 
malady, that his servant maid w'as standing, sur- 
rounded by a number of people, in the baker’s shop 
‘ How IS your master to-day he enquired 
Oh ' he IS very bad ’ 
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Ara} Tod help and restore him ' said the 
baker I am not acquainted Antli him hut I some- 
times see him passing hy and 1 ncser Iicar any 
thing hut good concerning him 

In truth he Mas alike esteemed hy those mIio 
kncir and those uho did not know him his looks 
were every nhcrc a friendly passport for him the 
magic he employed was a gentle and courteous spirit 
-—the same which pervades with a higldj popular 
air the mIioIc of his fictitious productions He ren 
dcrod unto everyone all that was due to him to 
rank its minutest titles — and to all classes respect 
and deference hen perplexed as to the exact 
title of a counsellor he has been knowm to address 
him hy 51) di'ar noble pnvy counsellor I and a 
noble though only an ensign with tlic words 
\ our Grace] for that said he pleases him and 
costs me nothing lie censured no follies except in 
his writings though his own little whims end sin 
gulantics srcrc often eubjcctcd to the strokes of Ins 
avit He knew how to entertain his fricnils hy sal 
lies of the happiest humour ond would keep them 
for hours together in a roar of laughter along with 
his wife Ills looks and manner sscre then ininii 
table trifles the most insignificant furnished him 
with amusing stones numbers of which now occur 
tome though without him thc) will not bear re 
petition 
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“ His habitual cheerfulness and serenity of mind 
seldom deserted him, though he suffered greatly, 
and in particular from violent head-aches, with a 
long series of other grievances The remuneration 
afforded him by his office was trifling, though it oc- 
cupied many hours daily ; and to add to it, he was 
compelled to give lessons, in his leisure hours, 
upon history, &c to young persons of noble birth. 
Yet such was his passion for study, that feeling he 
carried within him an inexhaustible source of more 
lasting wealth, he resolved to devote himself wholly 
to his desk 

Had Lavater’s physiognomical enthusiasm only 
served to give rise to the Physiognomical Travels of 
Musoeus, they would justly be entitled to our grati- 
tude , for, with the exception of some early poems, 
It was with this humourous production that he first 
appeared, without a name, in the field of German 
literature It was by no means, however, the first 
fiuits of his genius, for about the period when 
Richardson’s Sir Charles Grandison half turned the 
heads of the Germans, hke Goethe's Werter not long 
afterwards, he wrote a Satire, though none of the 
bitterest, entitled Grandison the Second, a work 
which reflects no disgrace upon the era in which it 
made its appearance At the publisher’s request, 
who, after the reputation acquired by the Travels, 
wished to profit by the author’s rising fame, he was 
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induced m 1781 from mere goodness of Iieiirt to 
remodel this ivork m the shape m which it appears 
at the present day It abounds with original and 
humourous traits and is full as entertaining if it be 
not so neU Imoirn as Ligefnde of Lindenberg 

These were some of the most successful essays 
of his early years to which however we may add a 
comic opera called the Gardener s Alaid the Four 
Steps of Human Life a Prelude wnth Songs Cri 
ticisms for the General German Library and occi 
sional poems all of ivhich were given to the world 
What ' the reader will perhaps etclaim a genius 
like Museeus write occasional poetry’ \es and I 
am free to add that he ivTote such pieces for money 
though German poetry is a sort of exotic rarely 
nurtured by princes or preserved from the rude 
blasts being doomed to draw its nutriment with 
the common herbs around it from the same air and 
soil I have seen the excellent hlusieus previous 
to the new year s feast occupied (in a single cham 
ber surrounded by his whole family and the noise 
of rattbng spinning wheels ) in composing New 
Years Verses for the sexton of the town church at 
Weimar and for which he chaiged no more than a 
dollar These were printed together ^vith a list of 
births and burials bound in gold paper and car 
ried about to the diiTerent houses 

In fact his exceeding modesty and diihdence of 
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Ills own powers, long restrained tlie free expansion of 
Ins genius, and led him to play a less brilliant part 
among some of Ins great contemporaries He was 
attached to domestic peace and comfort Mith the 
strength of a passion, and he even rid himself of his 
pupils in order to indulge Ins taste for reading and 
composing with more assiduity and ease. He ivas 
invariably the last to feel convinced of the sterling 
merits of Ins on n writings, and he timidly suppressed 
his name to the title-page of Ins Physiognomical Tra- 
vels As few persons knew that he as the author, 
he hstened to the opinion of the world, remained 
silent while the voice of Fame proclaimed its ments, 
and suffered the literary journals of the day to name 
other men as the author 

" The name of hlusaeus, however, Was destined to 
burst from its obscurity , and the UTiter of the Phy- 
siognomical Travels was assigned a place near that 
of Swift and Rabner, while the German public 
acknowledged its justice tvith shouts of applause 
Men of wit and talent, many of whom were then 
resident at Weimar, were astonished to find among 
them a man, with whom they had not even been 
acquainted as a companion and fellow-citizen, capa- 
ble of such productions All now courted his so- 
ciety , his house was besieged, and his little boy 
became so accustomed to these kind of visits, that 
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one da} looking out of the mndow lie exclaimed 
Here are more coming to praise papa I 

"i et Jlusffius u as proof against the incense they 
bestou ed — at least it ncrer mounted into his head 
he preserved the same simple and modest manners 
as before He stood exalted as it m ere abm c bis 
fame thougb he fdt gratified as the father of a 
famdy in having succeeded m uniting certain com 
potency with domestic peace IIis gams indeed 
were scanty for his publisher repaid liim ill he 
received {horrtbtle dtclu) only eight shillings for 
his copyright of the Travels* a work b\ which 
Richter of Altonburg reabsed many thousand 
pounds 

His path now lay smooth before him and he 
continued to wnte assiduously It w as now he pro- 
duced his Popular Tales Friend Hemes Appa 
ritions The Plume ^c which arc famibar to 
almost every reader ^ et it is probably known to 
few that when lie determined to write his Popu 
lar Tales he assembled round him a crow d of old 
women with their spinning wheels inviting them to 
talk as much as possible and watcliing their tone 
and language wlncli he subsequently repeated m 
his own manner He conversed too with the clul 
dren in the streets made them tell him stones m 
their owTi way, and rewarded each tale with a far 
thing 
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"He (le\otecl e^erj hour lie could snntch from 
the business of Ins oflice to the instruction or the 
amusenient of the public He had a small cottage 
on the river Elm, just spacious enough to contain 
a table and a few chairs^ u hither he retired dur- 
ing the summer heats to cn]oy the shade, u ith the 
river murmuring at his feet There, too, I ha^e 
been seated at his side, as he sat composing for pos- 
terity, while I was engaged in ollering u]> my first 
incense to the Muses After uriting a feu sides, 
he would often turn to me, and read them, u atching 
the effect thej produced, and these were some of 
the pleasantest hours of mj earlj tears In the 
evening, when we u ere about to return liomc, u c 
were in the habit of pulling a feu dozen of radishes 
from the cottage-garden to season our frugal supper 
On separating, it was aluajs a condition to meet 
again as early as si\ o’clock on the follouiiig morn- 
ing at the garden , and uhichei or of the tuo should 
be last was to treat the other to a cup of coftee It 
occasionally happened that we approached equi- 
distant from the garden, and then, uhen he hrst 
caught a glimpse of me (yes, 1 can still see and 
hear lum), he began to run and laugh till he uas 
almost out of breath, in order to anticipate me All 
his pleasures were equally simple and innocent — 
those were, indeed, delightful hours, and they u ill 
ne\er return 
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^During the latter part of his life he purchased 
a small piece of ground at Altenburg not far from 
"Weimar laid out his own garden ind built a plea 
sant little house This became his fairounte abode 
and he delighted to observe the progress of the 
plantations and flowers which he had arranged with 
his own hand Would that he might onl^ ha\e 
lived to behold everj plant become a tree • 

But the place soon passed into other hands 
being sold by auction for the benefit of his widow it 
was deprived of its beautiful prospect Yet Musaus 
had resided there and this added greatly to its 
value Should the reader e>er happen to tra\el 
between Jena and Weimar as the carriage rolls 
down the hill approaching the latter place looh 
out on } our left hand and you will see our favourite 
spot -^you would weep too if jou had known its 
possessor or }ou might weep that you knew him 
not for he was a rare — a very singular character 
in whose external appearance there was little as 
he never displa\ed more knowledge in bis conversa 
tion than the person with whom he spoke could 
appreciate and he let every fool talk and left him 
to his folly He had nothing in common with those 
^vits who are never able to check a witty sally or 
who pique themsehes upon the decoration of their 
person he always went in his old grey coat and 
with loose dishevelled hair and he imagined he 
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always did liis wife a great favour when he dressed 
himself 111 a new coat Yet he alwa) s took plea- 
sure in beholding his wife well dressed , for he was 
invariably, till liis final separation, the most indul- 
gent and tender of husbands, as w ell as the best of 
fathers , indeed, he was always a child with chil- 
dren Never have I beheld him more full of mirth 
than on the Christmas festival, when the children 
were expecting the approach of the feast I have 
seen him busily making the preparations — there 
he sat very seriously gilding roses, apples, and nuts, 
cutting wax tapers, and decorating the sugar tree 
then he placed an angel, with a flag of tinsel upon it, 
lighted the wax tapers himself, and loudly joined in 
the children’s shouts of triumph, hopping and skip- 
ping, and making odd faces with the merriest of them 
“ He was often in the habit of making little 
tours on foot as far as Jena or Gotha. He invariably 
walked with an umbrella, which he used for a three- 
fold purpose, according to circumstances, to defend 
himself alike from the vv’^et, the wind and dust, and 
from the sunbeams Often, too, he went with his 
open waistcoat, and carrying his coat with clean 
linen upon a stick thrown across his shoulder , being 
quite indifferent whether or no, in such equipage, 
he might be confounded with a travelling pedlar 
Once I made a similar journey with him and Khn- 
ger as far as Gotha At this place he bought a rock- 
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ing horse for his son and hitting on no better cx 
pedient he tied it also on hts return fist to his 
sttch and thus reversing the rule witli the horse 
upon hi bach he marched quite happ^ through the 
gates of Weimar His singularities lihe his genius 
seemed bent upon affording amusement andhenas 
only perhaps the more beloved 

* Alas ' ivhy aras not friend Heme grateful to 
tbe man nbo once so doliglitfully pamlcd bis nppa 
ntion* 

miusieus died m the month of October 1 7C7 m 
the £2(1 rear of his age and of that very singular 
disease a polypus in the heart * Ilis death there 
fore was so far eniiable as it was the work of a mo 
ment— but alas’ wliat a moment for tho e wlio 
loved him’ 

He had for many years before been threatened 
with It and it probably may liavebeon aggravated by 
excessive study for though of temperate habits 
he was quite insatiable in his intellectual pursuits 
After being occupied the whole day in his office he 
was accustomed to seat himself at his desk after 
supper and composed uolil two o clock m the morn 
mg, drank cold codee and smoked cigars 

In this way in spile of the repeated entreaties 

The polypus * a bard concretion of clotted blood that 
jiraduoU) forms in the heart 
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and remonstrances of his ivifej and of all who lovedj 
that iSj of all who Imew him, he exhausted the 
powers of his frame and mind He had long suf- 
fered, he had been warned by many alarming symp- 
toms, but he paid no attention to them, and he died 

" The tears that were shed on the day of his fu- 
neral were the smcerest testimony of the affection 
of his fellow citizens, no less than the throngs of 
people that followed his hearse The great Herder 
voluntarily came forward to preach his funeral ser- 
mon , and a simple and beautiful tablet was erected 
to him shortly after his decease, in the churchyard 
of Weimar, by some person unknown There was, 
likewise, a bas-relief, bearing a striking resemblance 
to him, raised upon the walls of St James's Church, 
and under it appears an urn, upon ivhich was laid 
a book With the inscription, " To the immortal 
Mnsceus” And that name is immortal, spirit of 
my dear Musaeus, my preceptoi, and my friend > 
Hover near me, and ivipe away these tears from my 
cheek, fraught with feelings to which the heart can 
give no utterance 

“ Let the reader forgive me if I have nairated 
incidents unworthy of being given to posterity , let 
my friendship plead somewhat for the poignancy of 
my feehng Let him think that he is passing by 
a grave, where a son has just been lamenting and 
scattering the last flowers over his father Who 
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^ould not stop?— wlio ittjulil notpuc one chintible 
tear to the afilictetl* 

Had jou knotrn him— the truly honest upright 
man the faithful indulgent husband the fond fntliir 
nod the tried fnend alumys calm and contcnteil 
mtli the little heaven bestoned iijion him— sharing 
that little with lin poorer brethren and ntrer enng 
ing before wealth and rank never courting favour — 
but no more! Tlie spirit of ni} friind t%cn now 
reproadiea me -^loca the same mwlc^ty which was 
the companion of }our lift still sumre in thi. Ely 
aian scenes to which you ort gone? He it so! I 
am silent! and silent and unheeded flow my tears 
KoTzrour a Iltstonca! Lxtnary and Pohltcal 
Ati(cd<^es 
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THE DUMB LOVER 

There was once a wealthy merchant called Mel- 
chior of Bremenj who always laughed and stroked 
lus chin very complacently when the preacher read 
the parable of the rich man in the Gospel, whom, in 
comparison with himself, he considered hut a poor 
pedlar Such, indeed, was his wealth, that he had 
the floor of his banqueting-room paved with dollars , 
for luxury, though of a more substantial kind, 
was prevalent in those rude times, as well as now 
and while his friends and fellow-citizens were not 
much pleased at such a proof of Ins ostentation, yet 
it was, in fact, intended more as a mercantile specula- 
tion than for idle display He was sagacious enough 
to see that reports would go abroad of his excessive 
wealth, which would greatly add to Ins credit even 
among those who censured his vanity Tins was 
exactly the case, his idle capital of old dollars so pru- 
dently, as well as ostentatiously employed, brought 
large returns of interest it was a visible bond of pay- 
ment, which gave vigour to ail the wily merchant’s 
undertalangs Yet, in the end, it proved the rock 
upon which the stability of lus house was ivrecked 
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for Melchior one day partaking rather too freely 
of a nch Lquor at a city feast died suddenly ivith 
out having time even to make his will His son 
however ha\nng just attained the age of manhood 
succeeded to the whole of the property 

Frank nas a nohle spirited youth endowed with 
some excellent qualities He was well made strong 
and very good humoured as if the old French wine 
and hung heef of which he had partaken largely had 
produced such happj results upon his constitution 
Health glowed upon his check while content and 
animation shone m liis dark hazel eyes He grew 
like a vigorous plant which only requires water and 
a hardier soil to bear noble fruit but which shoots 
to waste m too luxuriant ground The fathers 
prosperity as it often happens was the son s rum 
for no sooner did he find himself possessed of so 
princely a fortune than he contrived how he could 
best get rid of it and instead of smiling m scorn at 
the parable of the nch man he imitated his example 
to a hair and clothed and fared most sumptuously 
every day 

The feasts of the court bishops w ere far exceed 
ed in superfluity and splendour by those he gave 
nor mil the good city of Bremen e'ver behold such 
substantial and magniflcent proofs of hospitably 
as long as it is a city again for each citizen was 
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presented with a fine ]oint of roast hocf, wth a 
flask of Spanish %vine — ^thc people drank to the 
health and long life of old IMelchicr’s son, * and 
young Mr Francis became the hero of the day 

In this round of continual pleasure, no wonder 
he never thought of balancing his accounts — then 
the favourite "Pocket Companion,” the \adc 
inecum of our old merchants, but since unfortu- 
nately gone too much out of fashion Hence the 
evident tendency of the modern scale of calculations 
towards utter bankruptcy and hea\j losses, as if 
drawn by magnetic influence Still the old mer- 
chant’s coffers had been so well stocked, as to give 
Ins son no sort of uneasiness , hitherto his difliculty 
was rather how to dispose of his annual income. 
Open house, well furnished tables, and throngs of 
parasites, loungers, gamblers, and td gcmi^ omne^, 
left our hero small time for reflection , one kind of 
pleasure followed another, his friends took care to 
provide a succession of extravagancies lest he should 
pause, and think, and snatch the luscious prey from 
their grasp 

Suddenly the source of such prosperity ceased 
to flow , Francis found he had drained his father’s 
money-bags of their inexhaustible stores He or- 

* Hence, according to the tradition, a merry liealtli nn'. 
used to be drunk, winch is still continued in a number of 
places — “Come ' long live the good old fellow’s son •” 



UUSiEtTb 


21 


dereJ his ste« ard one day to pay a large sum — he 
was not houe\cr in a condition and returned the 
bill This, u as n severe reflection upon the young 
spendthrift but he flew into a violent passion with 
his cashier instead of blaming bimself He gave 
himself no kind of trouble to enquire into ^ the 
cause like other dissipated characters he swore 
some dozen oaths and shrugging up his slioulders 
ordered his c.i8hier m a very laconic style to pro- 
■vide money ’ 

This was good tidings for the old usurers and 
Jews of the aty They furnished Francis with 
means to continue his mad career though on very 
exorbitant terms In the eye of a creditor a room 
well paved with dollars was then better security 
than bills upon an American house or even upon 
the United Provinces It served as a good paUia 
tive for a period but it shorll) got wind that the 
silver pavement had disappeared and ivas replaced 
with one of stone Judicial enquiry on the part of 
the creditors followed and it was ascertained to be 
the fact No one conld deny that a floor of vane- 
gated marble like mosaic was more elegant for a 
banqueting hall than one of old worn-out dollars 
but the creditors dislil ing this proof of his improved 
taste unanimously demanded their money This 
not being paid a commi^ion of bankruptcy was 
issued against him and forthwith an imentory 
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was made of all tliat the family mansion, the maga- 
zines, grounds, gardens, furniture, &.c. contained 
All was then put up to auction , and spite of the 
law under winch Francis tried to shelter himself, 
the law deprived him of all he possessed The mis- 
chief was now done it was done too late to ponder 
and philosophize, and he neicr once dreamed of 
terminating his perplexities by the summary method 
so prevalent in the present cnilized age He might 
have made a dignified exit by hanging, shooting, or 
droivning, or have turned his back upon his native 
city in high dudgeon for ev'er, as he could no longer 
cut a noble and fashionable figure in it But no 
such thing the light careless young fellow never 
once troubled himself vvuth that formidable reflec- 
tion for which we are indebted to Frencli frivolity 
and fashion, of " what wall the world sav*^ a say- 
ing meant to bridle some, and to spur on other fol- 
lies quite as absurd Luckily Frank’s feelings 
w’^ere not sufliciently fine to make him ashamed of 
the result of his dissipation he was like a man 
awakemng out of a state of intoxication, almost 
unconscious of what had passed , and he lived on, 
heedless alike of sorrow and of shame, as most un- 
lucky prodigals are known to do He had saved a 
few of his mother’s jewels from the general wreck, 
and with the help of these he contrived to prolong 
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existence for a period thongh not m a rery enviable 
manner 

He took up Ins abode in a retired quarter of 
the city wnere the sunbeams seldom shone except 
towards the longest day when they occasionally 
glanced over the high built roofs Here ho found 
all he looked for in bis present altered circum 
stances He dined at his host s frugal hoard his 
fire-side was a protection against the cold and he 
had a roof to shelter him from the efftcts of ram and 
wnd There was one enemy however he could 
not so well deal ^vlth — a killing ennui here neither 
stone walls nor the fire side nor the moderate en 
joyment of the table were of much service to him 
He had lost a whole host of parasites who used to do 
their best to entertain him and along with them 
his former friends Reading was then too rare an 
amusement to kill much time nor did the honest 
folks understand the art of weaving love sick fan 
cics and other modern innovations which are usu 
ally the product of the shallowest brains Alas* 
he had neither sentimental pedagogical nor comic 
romances to resort to no popular moral and 
fashionable tales family and monastic legends 
were rare while novels both new and old had 
not then commenced their havoc upon good white 
paper and converted the unfortunate race of poor 
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have encircled the whole aty and suburbs 

included of Bremen Yet they seemed born for a 
better fate than a spinning wheel they were of a 
good family and at one period had lived m great 
respectabihty hor the Lady Brigittas husband 
and the fair hlela s father was the owner of a mer 
chant vessel which he freighted on his omi account, 
and every year made a voyage to the city of Ant 
werp He had however the misfortune to be lost 
in a btorm — ship cargo and crew were all swal 
lowed up in the waves 

His wife a well principled prudent woman 
bore the loss with exemplary fortitude and the 
inore so for her daughters sake Yet she nobly 
rejected all offers of assistance from the hand of 
charitable friends and relatives declaring that it 
was dishonourable to receive alms so long as she 
was enabled to support herself by the work of her 
hands She gave up her grand establishment m 
favour of the creditors who had the meanness to 
take every thing while she had sought refuge in 
daily toil under her present humble roof At first 
to be sure such occupation proved irksome to her 
often she moistened the flax with her tears In 
dustry however went hand in band w^th independ 
ence sbe submitted to no uneasy obligations and 
habituated ber daughter to the same sentiments and 
JLIw .iLaiWP JQMvdi* Jif IjlG? Tbfyr jbyed .so 

VOL 111 c 
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soon to save a. small sum, wlncli being laid out in 
tlie purclnsc of lint, they began to carry on business 
in a small way. 

StiU tins excellent lady bad no idea of spending 
tlie whole of her remaining dajs in this state She 
anticipated better times, if not restoration to her 
former prospenti , so as to enioj in the autumn of 
her dajs a portion of the sunshine which had en- 
livened the spring Nor was it only an idle dream, 
it W'as founded on reasonable calculation , on the 
grow’ing evidence of her daughter’s charms, now 
fast ripening into womanhood, like a full blown 
rose, but not quite so soon to fade She joined 
modesty and virtue to her beauty, with so many 
other excellent qualities, that her mother already 
derived consolation and pleasure from her society 
With the view of conferring upon such a daughter 
every accomplishment, she almost deprived herself 
of the necessaries of hfe, being com meed that if a 
young woman could only be brought to answ er the 
description given by Solomon, that royal friend of 
women, of a good wife, the costly jewel w ould be 
sure to be sought for, as the cheapest ornament a 
wise man could ever possess 

For in those good times, virtue added to beauty 
was in as much request among young men, as grand 
connexions and a vast fortune in the present age 
There were far more rivals too for such a lovely 
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as she leturned from church, where she ne\er omit- 
ted going with her mother to hear mass Hitherto 
he had paid no serious attention to the other sex 
during his prosperous days, all his finer feelings had 
been blunted, his senses bewildered in a perpetual 
round of dissipation, encouraged by his boon compa- 
nions But now the wildness and elTen cscence of 
his jouth was over , the chords of his feelings uere 
finely strung, and the least bree/e u ns enough to 
ruffle the surface of his soul Enchanted at the 
lovely sight, he instantly threu up his drj studies of 
meteorolog} , and entered on a more fa\ ourite pur- 
suit lie began by questioning liis landlord res- 
pecting his pretty neighbour and her mother, from 
whom he heard the chief part of uhat has been 
already related 

For the first time he be^an to accuse himself of 
his foimer wilful and extravagant conduct he could 
not now oiler a handsome fortune, as he might liaie 
done, to the beautiful Mela , ^et lus wretched abode 
\vas dearer to him than a palace, and lie felt that lie 
would scorn to exchange it for the finest house in 
Bremen His beloved dwelt opposite to him, and 
he passed whole hours together at the 111118011 
When she appeared, he felt greater delight, perhaps, 
than the astronomer Horochs himself, when he first 
beheld Venus passing over the Sun’s dish at Ln er- 
pool But her mother ‘u as as vigilant in her obser- 
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vations as lier lover and soon understood tlie mean 
mg of Ins constant station at the uindou Being no 
favourite nilli lier on account of Ins formcrconduct 
she became so angry at lus repeated watching and 
staring that she drew close all the blinds and then 
entreated Meh never to venture near the windows 
She looked out also one of the thickest veils to wt ir 
in going to clmrch and bnstoned round the corner 
as fast as possible to screen her from the unhi! 
low ed gaze of her new admirtr 

\oung Frank vi-as not remarkable for bis pene 
tration but love is known to sharpen tliL faculties 
He fancied tbat Ins intrusive looks Imd given some 
offence and be retreated from lus post at the wm 
dow rowing that he would look out at it no inert 
tlio igh the sacred ho t itself vrere to pass b) He 
began to contrive liow lie ini„ht best continue Ins 
observations unseen— a plan m winch lie easil) sue 
cceded He procured n large mirror and hung it 
so ingcniousl) in Ins room os torcllect ever) tliin^ 
winch passed in the opposite sitting room of the 
ladies During several dayslicrcfnincd from show 
mg himself — the blinds w ere graduallr w ithdrawii 
and the looking glass sometimes reflected to Ins m 
finite delight the form of his beloved Ills passion 
was striking deeper root and he longed to declare 
It to 5IeH being infinitely anxious to Icara how she 
felt disposed towards him 
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But in truth it "UR'. fur iiioro difikult lu tho'^t 
good times to get nn introduction to iht }oung 
Indies of n fainiU , limn it nou is, and the pm/r 
Aouth’s destitute situntum added to not n little 
No raorniiig iisits were then in ^ogue, n titr-u-tflL 
might hinc ruined n \oung 1 idj’s icjnitn'aon , and 
the irholc list of halls, ninsqiicrndes, ToutC!, sup|u r , 
vnllvSj rides, ilc Mith a thousand other modtni in- 
lentions to facilitate the intercourse of the 'exes. 
Mere then iinhuoMii The nuptial thamher Mas the 
sole place pennitted to aoiing loiers for a more con- 
fidential explanation of their feelings Yet m spite 
of such restraint, things mctc earned on mncli in 
their usaial manner Weddings, eliristemngs, and 
hurials folloMcd each otlier, particiihirlj in a cit} 
lihe Bremen, as ihc) do non, and Mere the onh 
licensed occasions for entering into neu compacts 
of the hind, so ns to illustrate the old proierh, mIucIi 
says that “ no marriage is consummated, hut some 
other IS sure to he planned ” The underplot of 
appealing to the Indi s maul, or other siihordinntc 
persons, Mas here he\ond Frank's lugemuti, — the 
mother retained none in her sen ite , she tamed on 
her own little trade of spinning }arii, and might 
hai e sen ed her daughter instead of licr sliadoM 
It Mas next to impossible, so circumstanced, for the 
lot er to find an occasion of declaring himself, thonirh 
he shorth imentcd a language, meant onh to scr\o 
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M ftii idjftsi of lorcni wLjcS | rocltiilcd l!ir* frctwiij* 
rjibcr of tpealcm;* or vrntinjT Nrt tliat oyr Ijcto 
ctmld boa.«t of tJ>c djKorrrjr »t Inwwtt to many 
of ihoM* lontimfota! CrUd^ft* 1*0111 of IuIt ord 
Spain nlorhantctl it under tlie luim-jrt f llinf 
faro'Tjtp ladjcc ^^elrc itnpm irr tJ n tbe fno*l 
clofjocrci of TuIIt cr Dnrm Iimr* ht paiHm >e! 
t!oa filled to rrAe}i iKo tnrt* < f Ju fijraodimor to 
mip.re tender ard drlja^Q* a**d rtprwnll 

tlic cmc<i?e** tie IfftTf Hut n iKii illilersle 
a;re pin* liad neitlrr Iieard nor mdofiti 

and he had all t^e irent fwipnal diwwrry in «n 
p’oyia^ wui f ai cn eiplanatien o^ ti» pati-an 

Indolrful hour tlierr^itr he aetrnl! i* lute and 
calltn;* f frth •tntn* that fit avipaiieYl )>it utual 
jwen in a month I e made »«rh rai».d pm- 
grcM that he inipht Terr well Karr been admittnl 
to play on aectrapinitnent loAwphien To l«* »ure 
hia ctreettnltRclodiei were at ^r*t little ivjlierd htjl 
ere Ian;; iheyatirarted the admiration of the wliole 
ni ighhourlinod {<jt the moment hr tmichetl hii 
lute moihir* tuccecdeil In quieim;; ihcir children 
the riotoua little urchin* ran aaray fit in the dnrr* 
and at Icn;;th he had the drli;;lit to |*rlm)d o while 
Iiand open llic window oppmite wl rn he liepin to 
jirclude an wr Ilann;* m far pained her mr I e 
|layed *cti*ral hapjyand tnumpliani atraui* as if 
to cxpreM hu JO) —hut when hermothir a prvKncr 
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or other occupations deprived him of her sight, his 
sorrow broke forth in mournful tones, expressive of 
all the agony of disappointed affection 

Mela proved an apt pupil, and soon acquired a 
knowledge of the new language Indeed she often 
made an experiment, to learn whether she interpret- 
ed it correctly, and invariably found that she could 
influence the invisible musician’s tones according to 
her own feelings Mild and modest young maidens 
are more correct in observation, and possess quicker 
perceptions than those wild careless creatures, sport- 
ing from object to object, like a simple butterfly, 
without fixing long upon any Fair Mela’s vanity 
was much flattered at finding she could bring just 
such strains as she hked best, whether mournful or 
merry, from her young neighbour’s lute 

Occupied with trade, her mother paid no land of 
attention to the music , and her daughter did not 
think it necessary to impart her late observations 
She rather wished, either from inclination, or as a 
proof of her sagacity, to slioiv that she understood, 
and also knew how to reply to the symhobcal lan- 
guage, in some other that would discover equal skill 
With this view, she requested hei mother to permit 
her to place a few flower-pots m the window, aiid 
the good lady no longer observing the prying young 
neighbour, and dreaming of no possibility of any 
harm, easily gave her permission Now to attend to 
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all these flowers to voter to bmtl them up to the 
sticks and to ^ntcli their pr(^ess m Icnfing and 
budding and Hovering brought their toungmistriss 
Tcr} often to the window It vis now the hapjn 
loicri* turn to explain these Inin pines and he 
neier faded to end his jojous {,rtttings across the 
wn) to the attentne ear «f his suttt vomig gar 
dencr throtisli the medium of his lute This at 
length began to make n jwuorful imprCMion on her 
young virgin heart and site felt stsid at her mo- 
ther for calling him an idle spendthrift a verj 
worthless fullow which she took grnt pleasure in 
repeating durin^, thtir conversations after dinner 
sometimes citn comparing him to the jirodigal son 
Poor 'Mi.h t!iyu{,li with great caution would vtn 
tare to take his part asenbiug his follies to \ oulhful 
indiscretion and the seductions of bad companions 
only blaming him for not haiing attcndid in time to 
the goal proverb which bids us Spirt to-dai is 
It ma) ram to-morrow 

'Mtanwhilc tins young spendthrift whom the old 
ladj was so busilj reviling at home wts indulging 
only the kindest feelings towards her reflecting in 
what wav as far as Ins situation would peraiit lit 
could best improi c htr arciimbtances llis motn c 
to be sure w as rather to assist the young, than tht 
old lady b) Ins gifts lit liadjust obtained secret 
information that her mother had refused Ins "Mtli a 
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new dress, whicb. slie longed to have, under pretence 
of bad times Apprehensive lest the present of a 
sown from an unknown would be refused, and that 

O 

all his hopes might be blasted were he to name the 
donor, it was only by chance that he was relieved 
from this awkward dilemma, and the affair suc- 
ceeded according to his wishes. He heard, that 
hlela’s mother had been complaining to a neighbour 
that the crop of flax having proved so small, it had 
cost her more than her customers Avould pay her 
again, and that this branch of the trade was become 
wholly unprofitable Frank directly hastened to a 
goldsmith’s, sold a pair of his mother’s gold ear-rings, 
and purchasing a quantity of lint, sent it by a wo- 
man to offer It to his neighbour at a more moderate 
price 

The bargain was concluded, and on such good 
terms, that on next All Saints’ Day the lovely Mela 
was seen in an elegant new dress 

On her appearance on this occasion, such was the 
passion ivith which it inspired our hero, that had he 
been allowed to select one from among the eleven 
thousand virgins, that one would have been hlela 
Yet, at the moment he was congratulating himself 
on the success of his stratagem, it was unluckily 
discoveied. For mother Brigitta, desirous of doing 
a kindness to the good woman W'ho had served her 
111 the sale of the lint, invited her to a treat, very 
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common tn those days bc/bre tea nntl coffee Rcrc 
Jvoo^n of rice milk made \cry woarr with sugar 
riclily spiced and a liottle of Spanish wine Sucli a 
repast not only set the old lady s lipa in motion ns 
she sipped and sipped but likewise loosened her 
tongue SIiL declared she would provide more lint 
at the same pnci granting her merchant would 
prove agrieahk which for the liost of reasons she 
could not douht Tlie lady and her daughter very 
naturally inquired farther until their fimalc ciiricw 
Bity was gratified at the cxponcc of the old svoman s 
discretion and she revealed the whole secret^ Alcla 
changctl colour not n little alanned at the disco* 
ver} tliough she would bare been delighted had 
her mother not been present \\rnrc of her strict 
notions of propriety she began to tremble fur her 
new gow*n flie good lad) was indeed Iwtli shock- 
ed and di pleased ot so unorpccted a piece of in 
telligencc and wished as much as her daughter 
that she alone had been made nequamted with it 
lest their young neighbours libemlit} by making 
an impression on the girls heart might eventually 
thwart all her plans She forthwith determined to 
adopt such measures as should emdicate ever} seed 
of budding affcetioH winch might he lurking in i\Ie 
las virgin heart Spite of the fears and entreaties 
of Its possessor the gown was next day sold and the 
proceeds together with the profits of her late bargain 



returned under the pretence nf nn old dtlit.bv the 
hand of the Hamburgh trading nie-'-enger to }oun" 
i\Ir. Frank Illelehior. He retened iht pad el a* a 
^ery especial blessing on thepirt of Providuite, and 
ollcred up a pra}er that all the debtors of his fathc r s 
house might he induted to disch irge their debts 
uith as mudi puiictiialitj as the honest tiiiknov ii 
The truth never glanced across his mind , for the 
gossiping old hod} uas careful not to heln\ hir own 
treachery, mcreh infonning him tint Illadam J3n- 
gittii had uholh discontinued the lint trule Ills 
more faithful mirror, houe\cr, shorth told him lliat 
n groat change had occurred in the ojiposite duell- 
ing, in the course of a single night Tiio Ihmcr- 
pots had vanished, and the blinds ucrc driv n doun 
even closer than before JJjs Mela luis rareh to 
be seen, and u hen she did appear, like the hnelj 
moon, gleaming through a ma* s of dark clouds on 
the benighted traveller, her eies uere douncast, 
she looked as if she liad been ueeping, ami he fan- 
cied lie sau her wipe a tear aun\ Tlie sight of lier 
Idled Ins heart u itli sorrow lie took his lute, and in 
soft Lvdian measures cvpressed the linguage of Ins 
grief Tlien lie tried to discover the source of her 
anxiet}', hut liere lie was quite at a loss Not manv 
days aftenv ards he remarked that his looking-glass 
was useless it no longer reflected the form of his 
beloved On examining more nnmiteh into the 
cause, he found that the curtains had hecii remov ed , 
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that the rooms were not inhahited his neighbours 
had left the place in perfect silence only the even 
ing before 

Now alas ' he mi^ht approach the window in 
hale the fresh air and gaze as much as he pleased 
But what was all this to him — to him who had just 
lost sight of the dearest object on the face of the 
earth ! On first rccovenng from the trying shoch he 
was led to make many sage reflections and among 
others the painful one that he hid been the cause of 
their flight The sum of money he had received 
the cessation of the lint trade and the departure — 
each seemed to throw light upon the other It oc 
curred to him that Madam Bngitta must liave dis 
cohered his secret that he was no favourite with 
lier and that this wj> no Lind of encouragement 
Yet the symbolic language he bad held with the 
fair maiden herself — the flowers and the music 
seemed to revive his spirit No he ivas sure she 
did not hate him — her melancholy and the tears 
be had seen her shed not long before she left served 
to restore his confidence and courage Of course 
his first eflbrt was to find out the ladies new resi 
dence in order to renew by somo means or other 
his delightful intercourse mth the lovely Mela 
This he soon accomplished but he was grown too 
prudent to follow them contenting himself with 
frequenting the same church whither they went to 
hear mass and never omitting to meet them some 
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times in one place, and sometimes in nnothcr, on 
tlieir return He would then find opportunities of 
greeting hlela kindly, winch was about as gratifying 
as a billet-doux 

Now, had IMela had more liberty, instead of be- 
ing thus immured like a nun, and had her good mo- 
ther not played the duenna, and guarded her as the 
miser does his treasure, her lover’s dumb wooing 
would not have made half the impression it did upon 
her heart She was just, however, at that critical 
period of a girl’s life, when nature and a cautious 
mother are in the habit of teaching a different lesson 
For the former gives birth to a succession of warm 
and novel feebngs, which she instructs her to i lew 
in the bght of the sweetest panacea of existence , 
while the latter carefully prepares her against the 
surprises of a passion, which she describes as more 
dangerous and destructive than a fatal disease The 
former inspires her heart with a soft genial glow, 
peculiar to life’s sweet season of the spring , while 
the latter would often have her remain ever cold and 
cheerless, as wintry snow Two such opposite sys- 
tems of two equally kindly-disposed mothers, both 
acting at a time upon the flexible feebngs of the 
poor girl, made her obedient to neither, so that she 
was induced to take a sort of middle course, ap- 
pointed her by neither For hlela highly valued the 
virtue and propriety inculcated by her education. 
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though her heart v, as open to the most gentle im 
pressions Francis Mas the first uho had appealed 
to her affections and she felt a secret inclination for 
him \(t of this she SI os hardly conscious though 
a more experienced girl uould hase IvIiomu it nas 
loic Leaving her dwelling then fore was o cruel 
blow her lovely eyes were filled uith tears but 
now she softiv returned her lo\cr8 salutation with 
charming blushes Mhenevcrlic met her and her mo- 
ther on their return from church ^ ct both n ere 
mute neither had exchanged a single word though 
they as perfectly comprehended eacli other as any 
language could have made them do Both xoued in 
their inmost hearts to preserve the strictest secrecy 
and fidelity and never even dream of forgetting one 
another 

In the neighbourhood of the place where the 
ladies had non settled there xtcrc certain persons 
who made it their occupation to discoicr the abodo 
of the most lovely young women and tbo charms of 
the sweet young ^Icla did not long escape their 
attention Almost opposiU tlieir humble duelling 
lived a thriving brew cr known among the wags of 
that period by tlie title of the King of Hops from 
las superior influence and wealth He was o brisk 
young vndower whose days of mourning were draw 
ing fast to a close ami who might now with strict 
propriety he again upon the look out for a trusty 
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helpmate On the decease of his late A\ife, he had 
offered up a secret vow to lus patron, St CJinsto- 
pher, that he would present his church u itli a u i\ can- 
dle as long as a hop-pole, if he might onlj be fortu- 
nate enough to possess in his second wife a little more 
happiness than he had done with his first Scarcely 
had he set eyes upon the beauteous Mela, before he 
dreamed that he saw St Christopher loohing through 
his bed-room window on the second floor, to remind 
him of his promise To the tasty young brewer this 
appeared an auspicious sign of his future happiness, 
and he resolved forthwith to try his fortune once 
more 

Ne\t morning he ordered a quantity of uell 
bleached wa\, and then arrajing himself in his Sun- 
day attire, he sallied forth upon his new marriage 
speculation Possessing no ear for music, he u as 
of course unacquainted with the language of secret 
symbols and silent lo\ e, so familiar to his ri\ al , but 
he had an extensive brewery, had immense capi- 
tal, all of which was out at interest, a fine ship in 
the Weser, and a productive farm near ton n Ai ail- 
ing himself of these for an introduction, he might 
reasonably count upon success, even without the 
patronage of St Christopher , in particular w ith a 
young woman wdio could boast no marriage portion 
So, agreeably to the ancient forms, he first waited 
upon Mad^e Bngitta, and like a good neighbour, 
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dcdircd the kind and filnl intentions lie was in 
dulging respecting her ami her very plc^s^ng nnd 
virtuous daughter The visit of a patron saint or 
an angel nccornpanicil with jucIi n revelation could 
not have nfibnlcd the gooil old lad) mort pleasure 
than the breuer », She was non nlicut to nip the 
fruits of her lon^ and persevenng efforts —her 
hopes uould at length be gratified SIic fancied 
sIiCK3wherdaUj,htcr placcil lK)ondtIu niehof j>o 
vertt surroundial with ipulencc and happy ‘'he 
thought how lucky it w*as that thet hid rhinged 
their placi. of residence and considering ^hwt h rank 
as m some measure the cause she filt kindl) dis 
posed even towards him Tlinugh she had conceived 
some dislike for him si e still promiHd after what 
hchad done m hcrUchilf to give him in someway 
or other a share in their approaching pnwi>erity 
Slic aln*ady fancied the marriage articles were 
os good os copicil onl) she felt henu If hound m pro- 
prictj to tike a short time todiliUrate So she 
returned thanks to the lionniirohle brewer for his 
kind intentions said she would acquaint her daii^h 
Icr and trusted she should l>c ahk to giichim a 
faioiirablc answer in the course of a w cek IVith 
this promise the King of Hops took his departiin 
>cr) well pleased at the progress of the negoailiou 
Scarcely had he cleared the siciniti liefort 
reels spuming wheels &c. were all thrown aside 
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in spite of their long services, as articles fit only for 
the lumher-room On returning from church, Mela 
was surprized to see the alteration that had taken 
place in their parlour, where every tiling was so 
elegantly arranged, as would have done justice to 
any church festival She was still more surprized 
to find her industrious mother sitting idle on a weelc 
day, and smiling very complacently, so as to show 
that nothing unpleasant had occurred Before she 
had time to mquire into the reason, the latter ea- 
gerly began to gne a joyous explanation of the 
change What a stream of eloquence flowed from 
her lips , her imagination was all in a glow, and in 
brilliant colours she described ivith female minute- 
ness the approaching happiness in store for them. 
She looked into her dear girl’s face for the mantlmg 
blush of virgin modesty — the earnest of future love, 
and full obedience to all her maternal mshes 
Daughters in those ages -were exactly in the same 
situation as modern princesses their inclinations 
were the last thing to be consulted, and they were 
spaied every kind of trouble in regard to the period 
of wooing, — they had merely to signify their consent 
at the altar 

How surprized, then, was Madam Brigitta to 
find herself mistaken for, instead of blushing rosy 
red at these unexpected tidings, she grew white as 
a sheet, and had like to have fainted in her mother’s 
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arms On being recalled to life by tho speedy 
sprinkling of cold water her eyes were drowned m 
tears as if sbe bad just met witb some great misfur 
tune Her more experienced mother iww soon con 
■\nnccd that the neb brewers proposal was not re- 
ceived inth tlie least pleasure at ssbicb she expressed 
her astonishment Slic then s|tared neither prayers 
nor entreaties with much good nd\ ice to remove 
Mela 8 unaccountable objections to so desirable on 
offer —for where would she find a wealthier hus- 
band? Still tlic latter could not be ]>er&uaded that 
she should be happr m n match to w hicli her heart 
w'os so much averse though the arguments on both 
sides were continued with little intermission fur the 
space of man) da)8 Tarly ond late, before meals 
and after meals until the jienod for reliitning an 
answer approached was the spirit of their debate 
kcptolnc Tlic brewer s\as on the tip too of ex 
pcctation the grand gigantic candle intended 
for an offering to fet Christopher— a candle wliicli 
might have uclightcd the heart of a King of Hasan 
to have been burning at his svctlding was now m 
readiness It was bcautifulh ornamented with va 
negated flowers yet with oil this the* ungrateful 
saint had neglected to propitiate the heart and feel 
mgs of the fair Mela to accept the joll) brewers 
suit 

Jfeanwhile her mothers persuasions and appeals 
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filTcctctl licr so much, that slm hi( iim hlii'd 

\\ith \\cc])in<', and hi'^aii to fade au i\ li!>(* t hliLiit- 
cd flower Sorrow was hus\ at hir lu irt — for thru* 
whole da\s she refused to eit, or to mmsti n lor 
fe\erish lips witli a drop of water Xo ^IimhIm r 
•visited her e)es in short, she fell -virv vhI , and 
alarmed her mother hj reiiuestiiio to see a jirict, in 
order to Tinhe her last tonfession, and receive tlic 
sacrament Her fond mother thus hehtld tin last 
prop of all her hopes ahout to he siiattlud ivva\ , 
she hccame apprelieiisive lest she sliould lose her 
onlj daughter, and heoau to think that it would 
perhaps he more prudent to satniite the most li t- 
tcring prosjiect, in preference to follow iiig her dear 
girl to an untimel) grare She wiselv therefore 
resigned her own views to gratifj those of lier 
daughter Yet it was not without m mv a severe 
pang that she did this , and submitted, as a good 
mother ought, to the superior authont} of her prett) 
child, without even reproaching her When the 
willing widower made his apjiearance on the ip- 
pointed da}, trusting that Ins heavenh mediator St 
Christopher had been during the past vv eck Inisil} 
engaged in Ins fav’our, he was tjuitc astounded on 
meeting vvnth a refusil, thongli delivered with so 
much reluctance and politeness, that to the King 
of the Hops it tasted \cry like wormwood sweet- 
ened with sugar Soon, however, he became more 
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resigned to his fate though for some time after he 
was as much affected as if a good bargain for malt 
had been broken off Yet he had no reason to de 
spair his native place abounded in amiable girls 
many of whom exemplified King Solomon s descnp 
tion being well qualified to make unexceptionable 
wives So spite of this disappointment he still re 
lied firmly on the assistance of his patron saint who 
requited his faith so well that ere the end of the 
month he had placed his promised gift with much 
ceremony on St Christopher s altar 

But as to poor lady Bngitta she uas once more 
compelled to restore her spinning wheel to its place 
and proceed with business Affairs flowed back 
into their old channel Mela recovered her cheer 
fulness and her bloom —she set to work with ala 
crity and neter omitted going to church Her 
mother houe^er could not disguise her grief at 
the fadure of all her plans her fond and favourite 
hope —and she grew peevisli and melancholy But 
on the day appointed for the marriage of the King 
of Hops she became quite unwell and suffered ex 
treme pain and uneasiness Her sighs and groans 
as she beheld the procession attended by all the 
trumpeters and fiddlers and pipers m the city pro 
ceedmg towards church were truly pitiable They 
were the same she had uttered when she first heard 
tidings that her husband and all his fortune had 
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"been buried in the ■ua\cs IMcln, houcior. ^'i7eil 
on the festive tram with iinich cnrnplactnc) ; not 
even the fine jewels and precious stones sp-^rhlini; 
in the hndal crown, and nine rows of large pearls 
round the hnde’s nccK, ruflled litr conipn-ure 'i his 
was truly surpri/ing, when we considtr that i new 
Parisian bonnet, or any other f ishioii.'hle triSie, i. 
often enough to disturb tlic peace of a whole f untly 
Her land mother’s grief was tlie sole dnwhicK 
upon her happiness, and it indeed made her very 
uneasy She would often beg b^ a thousand little 
w inning caresses to bring her into better humour , 
and she so far succeeded, that the good lady became 
once more communicative 

Towards evening, when the dancing began, she 
exclaimed — Oh, my poor daughter > at this very 
moment you might have been the queen of the day ' 
What happiness would have been mine, so to be 
rewarded for years of care and anxiety But ao’i 
turned away from Fortune’s sw eetest smiles, and I 
shall never liv'c to see you led to the altar 

" Put your confidence in heaven, dearest mother,” 
ansvv'ered I\Iela, " as I do if it he ordained there 
that I should go to the altar, yes, you will live to 
adorn me in my bridal dress, for when the right 
suitor comes, my heart wall not long refuse its assent ” 
“ Clnld, child exclaimed the more experienced 
mother, " portionless y oung vv omen arc not much 
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in re<][uest they ought to accept those who will 
have them The young men of our days are some 
what selfish they only many when it suits them 
and never think about other persons diffidence 
The heavens are not in your favour — planets ha^ e 
been consulted and they are not auspicious to such 
as are born like you in April Only look what 
the Almanack says Maids born this month will 
have kind good natured countenances he of slender 
form and changeable in their inclinations much 
like the iveather and must keep an eye upon their 
virgin mood Should a smiling wooer come let 
them not reject his offer! See how well that suits 
)ou ' The suitor has been and none nil come after 
him for you have rejected his offer 

jrother mother ' heed not what the planet 
sa} s ' my heart whispers me that 1 ought to love 
and honour the man whom I wed and if I find no 
such man or am sought by none let me remam sin 
gle all my life I can maintain myself by my own 
hands I will learn to be both content and happy 
and nurse you in your old age as a good daughter 
ought Yet if the man of my heart should come 
mother oh then bless us both and inquire not 
whether he bo great honoured and wealthy but 
only whether he loves and is beloi ed 

Love my poor daughter keeps but a scanty 
table It IS not enough to live upon 
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“ But ^\licn> luitilur, tliuTf pc ice niul con- 

tent v ill almlc , )Cs, anti corn ( rt till' simple .t firi 
jiilo luxuries too ” — So inoxliaustiblt n topic 1 ept 
the lathes nAtahe as loiij: ns the hthllen coiitinutd to 
pla\, nor coulti jMuthune Bn^ilta help suspcrtinir 
that IMela's luaguamimlj, x\luch, lu the hlooin of 
}OUth and heaut) nvule her hold riches in such 
slight estimation, must he tmiiiE to some seent 
attachment prcMoush formed She, moreo\ or, siis- 
pcctcfl Its object, though she had ne\er before en- 
tertained the idea that the lint merchant in the nar- 
row street occupied a jilnce in her daughter’s he irt 
She had considered him inorclj m the light of an 
e\tra^ agant j onlh, m ho made a point of gallanting 
ever} young creature that came in his \\,\\ The 
prospect before herga\e herier} little pleisurc, hut 
she held her peace Agrccahl} to her strict notions 
of propnel\, she helieied that a}oung maid u ho 
allowed loi e to enter her heart precious to marriage, 
was no better than cankered fruit, c ore c\ ell to look 
at, hut u itli a maggot "w itliin She thought it might 
do c er^ cc ell to decorate a chimnec -piece, though it 
had lost Its intrinsic flacour, and was of no kind of 
use Henceforth, then, the poor old lade despured 
of ever resuming her lost station in her natn e city , 
resigned herself, like a good Christian, to her fate, 
being resolved to say nothing to her daughter on the 
subject — least said, the soonest mended Tidings 
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of Mela s refusal of tlieAvealthy brewer having spee 
dily gone abroad shortly came to the ears of Franlv 
who felt quite overjoyed He was no longer tor 
tured wath the suspicion lest some rich rn al should 
supplant him m Meh s heart He fJt that he had 
ground for hope and hnewhoiv to solve the problem 
which puzzled so many wise inhabitants of the city 
of Bremen Love had metamorphosed a profligate 
youth into an CTcellent musician but unfortunately 
that character was not a v er) strong recommendation 
for a lover in those times for it derived neither as 
much honour nor emolument as now The fine arts 
were not then the means of riches and prosperity 
but rather consigned their votaries to penury and 
neg,Iect No other wandering artists were then 
known besides Bohemian students whose loud shrill 
symphonies clamoured for alms at the doors of the 
more opulent Frank could afford but a simple sere 
nade and his beloved had made too mighty a sacri 
flee of the king of hops for liis sake to be rewarded 
by this alone The idea of liis former conduct now 
pierced his bosom like a sharp thorn and in many 
a bitter monologue he cvecrated his previous infa 
tuation and folly 3Iy dear dear Mela he cried 
w ould that I had known you sooner you would have 
become my guardian angel you would have saved 
me from utter rum ' 

Ah could I recall the years that arc sped' 

VOL III D 
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could I be agaui wliat I was, u hen I began iny mad 
career, the Avorld would look like a paradise, and I 
would make it a paradise for you > Noble girl ' ) ou 
are sacrificing yourself for a wretch and a beggar — 
one who has lost all, but a heart torn w ith lo\ e and 
agony , — he cannot offer you a dcstln^ worth} of 
your \irtue” He then smote his forehead, in a fit 
of passion, reproaching himself as a thoughtless, 
ivilful being, whose repentance had come too late 
Despondency, howcier, was not the sole result of 
his reflections The powers of his mind w^ere put 
into action , he became ambitions of altering his 
present condition, and he was resolved to try wdiat 
exertion and activity would effect Among other 
plans that occurred to him, the most rational and 
promising appeared to be, to examine into his fa- 
ther’s accounts, in order to see what debts w ere 
still due to the house With such remnants of a 
princely fortune, should he be lucky enough to re- 
cover them, he trusted he might be some time ena- 
bled to lay the ground-w'ork of another, if not as 
large as that he had lost, yet enough for the happi- 
ness and support of life He resolved to employ 
the money he recovered in some business, which 
he hoped would increase by degrees, until, as he 
flattered himself, his ships would visit all parts of 
the world But he found that many of the debts 
were due from persons residing at a distance, and 
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tliat he would have a better chance of succeed 
inq were he to wait upon the parties in person and 
claim his own Accordin^jly to effect this he sold 
his father s gold watch the last remains of his in 
hentance m order to purchase a horse winch vms to 
carry him before hw debtors under the title of a 
Bremen merchant 

All that he regretted was his departure from his 
beloved Mela ^ What will she say to my sudden 
disappearance? I shall no longer meet her coming 
home from church she will perhaps think me fnth 
less and banish me from her heart for ever • Such 
ideas made him very uneasy and for some time he 
could discover no means to inform her of his real 
intentions Ingenious love at length supplied him 
with the happy notion of having prayers put up for 
the success of his journey in the church which Mela 
and her mother generally frequented when they 
would no longer remain ignorant of his object With 
this view he gave the pnest a small sum begging 
that a dady prayer might be offered for a young 
man compelled to go abroad upon business as well 
as for the success of Ins undertaking The same 
prayer was to be continued until his return when it 
vras his intention to purchase a thanksgiving 

On meetmg IVIela for the last tune he was in liis 
travelling dress He passed quite close to her 
saluted her in a more marked manner than usual^ 
D 2 
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•winch bi ought the eloquent blood into the loiel} 
girl’b cheehs. Her mother scolded, made many un- 
pleasant remarks, and expressed her dislike of him 
in uo very guarded terms She declared that such 
impertinence uould injure her daughter’s reputa- 
tion, and spite of her vow to keep silence, she never 
dropped the suhiect during the ^\holc of that dav 
Young ]\Ir Frank, liowei er, had taken Ins lea\ e of 
the good city of Bremen, and the most lo\ ely cj es 
might now wander in search of him in sain 

Mela svent to church, and heard her los'er’s prayer 
lepeatedserj often, and, in truth, ituas intended 
rather for her ears than to mount to Heasen Yet 
she paid little attention to it, such was her grief 
for the disappearance of her lover The \ ery a\ ords 
that would have explained it, escaped her ear, and 
she was at a loss what to think of it In the 
course of a month or two, when her sorrow n as a 
little abated, and Ins absence greiv less trpng, she 
had been listening to the sermon, and, for the first 
time, paying attention to the prayer, and comparing 
It with other circumstances, she suddenly guessed 
its meaning, wondering at her onn stupidity in not 
sooner discovering it, and at the same time praising 
her lover’s ingenious notion. True it is, that such 
prayers bear no great reputation for their efhcacy, 
and are poor support for those who put their faith in 
them In general, the warmth of piety is exliausted 
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before the end of the sermon but in i^Ielas ca<:e it 
only just began the prayers at tlie end giving fresh 
ardour to her devotion and she invariably joined m 
them never failing to recommend the young traiel 
ler both to his and her oun patron saint 

Protected by these invisible patrons and attended 
by the warm good wishes of the lovel) Mela Frank 
meanwhile pursued his way towards Antwerp where 
his fathers debtors chiefly resided and where he 
hoped to recover some considerable sums Such a 
journey from Bremen to Antwerp was in those days 
more formidable than one from Bremen to Kamschat 
ka ih the present The peace just proclaimed by tbc 
Emperor Maximilian was so little observed that the 
public roads were in all parts infested with nobles 
and knights who invariably dc polled the poor tra 
V cllers who refused to purchase a safe pass from 
them and frequently subjected them m subterra 
neous dungeons to a cruel and lingering death 
Our hero nevertheless succeeded in spite of these 
obstacles in reaching his destination having en 
countered only one solitary adventure 

As he was crossing over the sandj and deserted 
plains of Westphalia lie was overtal en by night 
before he could reach any place of sojourn The 
day had been uncommonl) sultry and darkness 
came on with a terrific thunderstorm and heavy 
showers which drenched him to the skin This 
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was extremely trjing and no\cl to one of Fortune's 
spoiled cliildrenj as he liad been He had never 
been accustomed to the changes of the vv either, and 
■\et he might perhaps be compelled to pass the 
whole night in this horrid spot The thought filled 
him with horror — when suddcnl} he saw a light, to 
his infinite relief, only at a short distance On 
spurring towards it, he found a miserable little hut, 
which promised him small comfort It vims more 
like a shed for cattle than a human habitation , jet 
the inhospitable boor refused him admittance, de- 
claring he had only straw enough for his oxen, and 
was too sleepy to get up and light his fire again for 
the sake of a stranger At first poor Frank com- 
plained bitterly, but as it served no purjiose, he laid 
his malediction on all Westphalian deserts and their 
unnatural inhabitants, vvdiile the boor proceeded to 
put out his lamp vvath the utmost indiflerence, 
without troubhng himself about violating the laws 
of hospitality Our incensed hero at length threat- 
ened and thundered at the door in sudi away as 
effectually to prevent the brute’s repose, who, better 
understanding such an appeil, soon found his 
tongue — " Do you think, man, you will find a 
good supper and a soft couch here ^ If j ou do, ) ou 
will be disappointed, friend , so please to be quiet 
Can’t you ride through the little wood on jour 
left, and knock at the Castle-gate of Sir Egbert of 
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nmncVlimt jn^tcat! of Inttmog ol nypo^rtlwr? 
He wricowcn a *lnnprr like a kniphl IjwiutaUcr 
does t!ie pilpim fmm the Holy I and Hwl th tj 
not thouj:h he W icifc*! tnlh a fit of nadm m at he 
vjtnclimf^ M vcl Uicn he emit wt 1 e« t > pre h»» 
pJest* a heartt dnihhmj; l»cf»re !e laVr» leairnf 
tlicm In a!I «lhcr tr4j»rcl« if ttm liVe to rrnlHre 
jTMj mil ljn«l p^oil rntertainment ** 

hnnl xra« unr tme at a |o\-\ hnr to act yrt 
I e had rather run the n k of a fro*iRd dnil hm^ 
than »tand drrncl erl H 1 1 wrl tit I rt tl e whole i f 
the niphu Tlierr »«* n^t much cKm Le arpiwl 
ii!ij jm-ie he wrrr to jrri into the hut Wlw« ii ju im" 
the ni;:! t upon a wt len IktcIi with tji iup|<r 
a«d a little f m the inofiunp after cnjnth;» 

a pond *upp<f ard a heil Ile^idr*'* le addetl 
iueli an apphe- i n may per! aj ♦ dnre buat 0 f 
fuTiruhich I 8ti uf\ to tale if I »tnv ) ripflrre 
und Uiat i>< uid I R aad tl tup *v> I e rrnminU'tl 
•purred awar and in a few minute* ktopjnil hefurt* 
the pate* of a pothic ratti nt which I hmchetl 
pretty ainartlj II< ua'iatui tred n» luudlj \ ho 
IS there fnm iht ither wd Our In ro I>ep nl 
aomowhat impatuntl) fur ndiiiusi n and hi would 
explain afterwards hut he sia* ci in|Kllrd to wait 
the pleasure of SirTpliert until thi luller Ind 
a certnint 1 « hether lit chose to pii t a ni^ht • Iwlp 
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ing, for the satisfaction he Mould liave in heating 
his guest in the morning 

This Sir Egbert had early in life entered the 
army of the Emperor , had sen ed under the cele- 
brated George of Frondsherg, and subsequent!} com- 
manded a company against the Venetians. Af- 
terwards, on retiring from service, and settling at 
his castle, he began to repent of his sins — he held 
open castle for the destitute, or the hungry and 
houseless traveller , and -when he had fared sump- 
tuously, he ivas, on talcing leave, flogged out of the 
Castle for a rogue and •vagabond Sir Egbert "vv as 
a rude soldier, and retamed the manner of a camp, 
though he had been living some } ears in retirement 
In a few minutes the bars of the gate n ere with- 
drawn, with a melancholy sound, as if giMng 
■warning of the approaching flogging, and Franlc 
had a fit of cold shivers as he ivalked across the 
court-yard He was hospitably received, and a 
pumber of lacqueys ran to help him to dismount 
one took his baggage, another his steed, while a 
third ushered him into the presence of the Knight 
He ivas seated in a splendid hall, but rose to meet 
his guest, and shook him by the hand so heartily 
that Frank almost cried out with pain, and w\as 
struck with fear and awe He could not conceal 
his terror, and trembled from head to foot at the 
•warhke appearance of the Knight, full of fire and 
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Strength and apparently in the Mgour of life 
What IS the matter, young man > he inquired in 
a \oicc of thunder uliat makes }ou look so |ialc 
and feeble as if you were just going to giro up the 
ghost ? 

Frank too latcauarc thatituos impossible to 
retreat though convinced that lie w as likelj to pay 
dearly for liis fare mustered up Ins courOoC and 
tried to look impudent to conceal Ins fLim 

Sir Knight he boldly nnsu end lam os 
complete!} drenched uith rain os ifl had just swum 
through the IV eser I sliould like to change m} 
clothes andsuallou a good warm posset to check 
these shu cring tits uhich are os hades the hc^in 
ntng of an aj,ue but a srarm drought I trust uiH 
soon cure me 

Well then said tlio Knight make }our 
self at home and ask for any thing you uisli 

So Frank made the lacqueys run about ns if 
ht had been Grand Turk for Inving laid his ac 
count that he should have some hard knocks lie rn 
ther IS ished to deserve them With thissjeu he 
contrived to torment the sersants in the most uncoU 
scionable manner commanding, and countermand 
mg in great style in quit of tlitir murmurs and 
curses behind his bick 

IIou ' he exclaimed this doublet uas made 
for a grand sivag bellied Abliot hoiv dare }ou bring 
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it to me '' Bring me one that will fit me I’ll none 
of it' Zounds ' these slippers hurt mj corns, let me 
have an easier, higger pair ' A plague on this collar ' 
it IS harder than a deal-hoard I sa'^ , it will throt- 
tle me , bring me another, softer and easier, if jou 
can ” 

The noble host, fai from e\]ircs^mg the least dis- 
pleasure at these liberties, spurred on the servants 
to fulfil his commands, calling them a set of jolter- 
heads, who did not know how to attend uiion such a 
guest When the beverage was prepared, both mas- 
ter and guest partook largely of it Soon after, the 
former said " Would you like to take some supper, 
young man?” '' Let them bring up what the cook 
has got at hand, that I may see whether the larder 
be well furnished ” Orders w ere sent down , and 
soon afterwards the servants brought up an excellent 
repast, worthy of a prince Fiank directly sat down, 
and w ithout waiting for an im itation, he began to 
do justice to such a feast When he had eaten enor- 
mously, he looked round, and ohsen ed ‘‘ If your 
cellars be as well supplied as your larder, I think I 
may venture to commend your good housekeeping ” 

The Knight foithwith made sign to his butler 
to fill a goblet of common table-wine, and the host 
emptied it in a good health to his guest Tlie lat- 
ter did not forget to pledge him , wdien the knight. 
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observing that he had emptied his glass inquired 
What think you of this nine ^ 

It s poor stuff answered Prank surely it is 
not your best It is tolerable perhaps for table 
drink You are a connoisseur I see replied 
Sir Egbert and ordered the butler to bring some of 
the best Frank tasted it Come this is noble ’ 
pray lot us keep to this • This ihev both did they 
filled bumpers and drank healths to each other un 
til they grew very merry and complimentary The 
Knight gave his guest an account of hi campaigns 
how he bad fought against the Venetians cut his 
way through their encampment and slaughtered 
them like a flock of sheep The subject appeared 
to revive the old soldier s enthusiasm he began to 
break the bottles brandished his huge carving I nife 
for a broad sword approaching so near his com 
pamon as to put his nose and ears into great 
jeopardy 

The Knight continued talking of his campaigns 
and though it grew late he was so much in his ele 
ment that he appeared to entertain no idea of going 
to rest His narrative grew more animated at every 
bumper and his guest began to be uneasy lest this 
might prove the prologue to the principal plot m 
which he was destined to perform a conspicuous 
but not very pleasing part He called therefore 
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foi a parting cup^ and wislied to know wliere lie was 
to pass the night , expecting that he should still he 
pressed to drink , which, if he refused, he should he 
dismissed with hard knocks, agreeably to the habit 
of the house He was surprised, howei er, to find 
his request directly complied with , the Knight ob- 
seiving, as he broke off his story, " There is a time 
for every thing , you shall hear more to-morrow ” 

“ Excuse me, noble Knight,” replied Frank, 
“ but to-morrow I shall be on my road I have a 
long journey before me, as far as Brabant, and must 
set out early Let me take my leave, then, — now , 
I should not wish to disturb your morning rest ” 

“ As you please,” said the Knight, “ only you 
must not leave my house until I am up , and see 
that you take a good breakfast I will then accom- 
pany you to the gates, and take leave of you accord- 
ing to the custom of my castle ” 

Poor Frank stood in need of no explanation of 
these words He would gladly have waived these 
last ceremonies, upon wluch the Knight seemed to 
pique himself so much He ordered his guest to be 
shown to his chamber, and Frank soon reposed his 
weary limbs upon a fine bed of down Indeed he 
was inclined to confess before dropping asleep, that 
such princely entertainment would hardly be too 
dearly purchased by a trifling drubbing , and view- 
ing only the pleasant side of his subject, only plea- 
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ant dreams JnunteJ h« rcat lie bclicld Ins be 
loved walking in a gartltn of rows siilli lar molber 
gathering the most beautiful flowers He thought 
he concealed himself Inhind nonic slmibs so that 
the old lad} could not git n ticu of him Tlicn he 
found him ilf at his <ld lodgings where he stiU 
saw the delicate white hand uf the maidiii husil} 
arranging the flowers He winl and sit down hesidc 
her among the grass lie trished to confes-s how 
muchheloied hut felt so Imlifu! he could find no 
words Doubtless hcwouldinvegont on dreaming 
on such a subject until noon had not the loud 
voice and step of the Knight retui} IxKited end 
sparred roused him from it about day break 
Frank hoard him g»«ng orders to the cook and 
butler to send up a good breakfast and the rest uf 
the 6crs*ants to attend to watt end help to dre^ 
him 

TIic dreaming loser parted very reluctantly with 
his dream and his hospitable bed but bis hosts 
voice seas too loud to tlimk of sleeping anymore 
He knew he should Imc to get up and summoning 
all his fortitude he did so Jtlore than a dozen hands 
were busied with Ins toilet and when dressed the 
Knight himself conducted liim into a hall where he 
was seated at a small but well furnished table As 
time elapsed however our hero b appetite began to 
fad Ills host encouraged him to cat in order to 
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keep tlio cold from Ins st«inmclt i» the morninu air 
"Sir Kiiiglit,” replied Frank, jmir stipjjcr n.is 
too evcellent to permit mo to t.dvc lire tl fast , but, 
if )ou please, I will sujijdj m\ pockets, ami ent 
wlien I am liun<rr\ ’’ So s u in;r, he procei di d to 
fill his pockets A\ith the choici st \ i.inds upon the 
table Ills horse, noil (leaned fed, ind .'ccontrid, 
being now brought to the door, lie filled a trlass of 
rich cordial to his host’s he dth, imaeining he w ns 
thus giiiiig the sigiml for being sot njion, and 
soiindl} beaten. To bis no small surpri/e, the 
Knight onh shook him b\ the hand, u ishcd him a 
good jouriie), and soi.t his sen ant toojien the gates 
So he mounted, and sjmrrcd awa\ at sjiecd , .uid 
in a few minutes found himself bet ond the castle- 
gate, none the worse b\ a single h nr 

He felt great!} relict ed, to find himself at per- 
fect freedom, without any aching bones. He could 
not imagine hotv his noble host h.ul come to spare 
him, contrart to the rules of the castle , and now 
first began to feel giateful for his kindncvs He 
W'as curious to learn whether there were rc.iHt ant 
foundation for the report , and it length he turned 
lus horse’s head and rode back to inquire. The 
Knight was standing *t the gate, p issing liis ojn- 
nion on the points of poor Frank’s steed, breeding 
horses happening to he rather one of his hobbies 
Supposing his guest had forgotten some of his hag- 
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gigc lie cast a riprotclifwl Iool» uixin Ins sirvants 
What Ime vou missed roungmin? he shouted 
to our hero as he dre\% t'*}?!' ^ hj do$^ t jou pur 
sue >our jounie) ( 

I ui h to Pay one arord Sir Ktiipht •— jnu 
mil excuse im —hut o nnlicioos ri jx rt lias gone 
abroad scacreh nsjHrsm^ votir Im pitahlc fimc 
It is no less than tint altliongli jou rigale yniir 
guests will vou make a pmctici of cufitng them 
well before you pirmit them to dipart On the 
faith of tins I confess 1 did all ininvpmcrtn 
merit the custom yet )oti hast let me go n^vx^^ in 
pcact mtliout pajmg tlit u ual hard reckoning 
IIoss is this' can there hi any truth m such n 
report or may I htneeforth gne the silt libclUrs 
the lie r 

No' replied the Knight Fume in tins ca c 
has onlp spoken truth —no R3}itigs among the 
people arc eser <^uite destitute of foundation But 
I svill explain the affair to jou if jou mil alight ' 
Thank you replied hrntik hut ns I am mount 
cd I svill listen 'sivm. I am — Do po said the 
Knight svnth n Pinilc I ss ill not detain you long 
Fscry stranger svho approaches my gates shares m) 
table and m} ssint hut I am a simple German of 
the old school I speak os I think and I svish m) 
guests to he ns open and cheerful as myself enjoj 
nil I gtse them and speak out and ask for eser) 
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thing they want Some of my guests, liowevcr, 
are always tormenting and making a fool of me, hy 
Lowing and scraping perpetually, concealing what 
they think and talking w'lthout aiij meaning In 
fact, thej try to Hatter one w ith smooth w ords, and 
they conduct themselves like silly women ^\'hen I 
say. Come, eat' they help themselves iMth great 
reluctance to a mere hone, that I should be ashamed 
to offer to my dog and if I tell them to drink, 
the}"^ just moisten their lips, as if they held good 
wane in contempt, and cared not for the bounty of 
Heaven, not the> Truly, the^ earned their follies 
to such a length, that I no longer knew’^ w'hat to do, 
until I fell into a passidn, seized some of them by 
the collar, gave them a sound cudgelling, and turned 
them out of doors This is now my plan, and when- 
ever I meet with a sorry fellow of the kind, I make 
bold to chastise his folly I ],.eep a rod for the fool’s 
back , but such a guest as you wnll alw ays be wel- 
come , you spoke your mind freely and boldly, as 
the good citizens of Bremen always do Let me 
entertain you, then, on your return, fear nothing , 
and now", fare you well 

After this explanation, Frank rode on w'lth fresh 
courage and alacrity towards Antw"erp, washing in 
his heart that he might every wdiere find so good a 
reception as at the castle of the Knight of Bronck- 
host On first entering the foremost among the 
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cities of Brabant his expectations rose to a high 
pitch Traces of wealth and luxury were every 
uhere visible no penury no wretchedness of any 
kind were to be seen This the seat of indus 
try cned Frank mj father s debtors are doubt 
less in very good plight They must have improved 
in their circumstances and I dare say will be 
ready to pay me when I produce my vouchers for 
the justness of mj demands But first on refresh 
ing himself after the fatigues of his journey he 
resolved to inquire into their actual situation and 
credit How does Peter Martens go on? he 
inquired of some persons at table Is he still 
abve and thriving? — Peter is a rich man re 
plied one of the company he is m good credit 

What are Fabian of Fleers circumstances 
think you? — Why he hardly knows how to em 
ploy bis money— -that is the fact He belongs to 
the council and his woollen trade makes him ample 
returns 

Is Jonathan Prishkur in a good line of busi 
ness ? — He would just be worth a plum had not 
the Emperor Maximilian suffered the French to run 
away with his bride* Jonathan had an order to 
provide lace for her bridal dresses but the Emperor 
would not keep his bargain mth his merchant any 
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more than the hridc %\ith him If }ou liappon to 
have any young lodj, to whom ■\on vT?h to send a 
present of fine lace, I dare saj he m ould sell j on 
the royal bndal garment at onl\ half-price ” — “ Has 
the house of Butehant failed, or does it still carrj 
on business 

“ It was in a dangerous way some y ears ago, 
before the Spanish Caravelles'^ helped to gue it a 
bft, so that it IS now in a promising vaj ” 

On inquiring into the credit of several others, 
Frank found that most of those which had been 
bankrupts in his fathei's lifetime, were now in a 
thriving condition, which led him to conclude, that 
a timely banlo-uptcy w'as a good foundation for fu- 
ture prosperity These were good tidings , Frank 
cheered up, and began to arrange his accounts, pre- 
senting the old bills at their proper places 

In the people of Antw'erp, how'ever, our hero 
met wuth much the same usage as Ins perambu- 
lating felloAv-citi^ens of this age experience from 
shopkeepers in the provincial towns of Germany 
Every one treats them w'eU until they call to get in 
their money IMany w'ould hear nothing of their old 
debts, declaring that they had all been settled at 
the time of the bankruptcy , and it w^as the creditor’s 
fault if he had not accepted payment Others said 

* The Spanish ships, w’hicli traded in those times to Ame- 
rica, were known by that name 
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they dill not even rcmcniWr llie nimc tliiir bofiJts 
gn\c no account of any ^feWuor \ ftw »ul)tnjltc<l 
a large balance against fmnl s fiUicr and in tin 
course of three (Ia>8 lie found him ilfsafilj loilgctl 
mpnson to answer for limn to tin. very last fir 
tiling 

Tins sns nn unpleicint prospect fra man wlm 
had so far confided in the luneai people of Anlstrrp 
as to consider limn as the anth r» « f Ins fnlurc f« t 
tunes. 7*lic htildili had Siinishetl in a int mini and 
he began to fill all the toiturcs of purgatif) — 
thrown into prisoii—hit ns il wnxhctl just ns hi 
was making the harlmur whin hi hojnnl he should 
be safe from tin slonits of lifi Tl»c thought of 
'Mela was a dnggir to Im heart thin was no 
longer even a shadow of prol al iht\ tliat he could 
ettr emerge, from tin nbtss «f ruin into re^veta 
bilit) and credit. He* des wire he ahlc eicn to 
raise his head abose w iter Iiw Uloreil wa on hir 
side jwrfcctly unalile t« lend lum the haul as- 
sistance 

Cruel despair now took |KK.exstou of him he 
flit no w ish Iiut t ) dll and to end nil Ins torments 
In fact III did make an attimpt to stanre himself 
but as Rucli a procc s c.s|)cciall) with an excellent 
stomach is not in crir} onea|Hiwir after two long 
dajs abstinence he was seizid with such a griping 
fit of hungir that he could resist it no longer lie 
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Mcldfil. and alicjcd itn diclati , tlioiiL'ii lli< t» 
tion wits jiothini: \t» r thin i cnM of h'l id 

It not t'nclh tJif lilt 'ittni: id thi J i’rd- 
hcarled (Mti/tim of Anliu rp tn r d < lam pn 
inoiu‘\, I'd imuh is to to’iip'l httn to nnnuii''! idl 
clnims upon tilt in So tint i ithi r tin jn, ir. In 
had ordorid from tin chunli it IJriiin .), or tin citi- 
zens’ reluct nice to pa\ ms mori for his {irnon- 
board, at lenulh brought him a rt li ’•■i At tin tnd 
of three months I'rank hit his pri*-''!!, njjon condi- 
tion of (piillint' the c tj v ithiii fi.iir- ind-t«( ntv 
liours, and niter rctiiniint: to it lie tlun re- 
ccitcd a small sum of mom) to tUfra) his ixpenses 
liomo , for the law hud alrcadt siiztd upon his 
liorsc and baggage, to pn the prnci idiiigs ag nnsi 
Inm, and for Ills ho ird ^\Ith no other comp niton 
than a nallving-stich, and M ith luatt htart, I'rntk 
linmlih took his hue of the jirond cit\ who'-e 
■nails he h id shorlh before entered with such grind 
expectations llec'kiess and dispirited he Mandercd 
on, Mithont markinir the ronl ttlncli hi had t iktn 
He asked no questions, sdnletl no one, ami took 
notice of nothing, until excess of hniigt r and fa- 
tigue compelled him to seek out some jihico nheri 
he might relict e his ttants I\Innt da)s he thus 
ttaiidercd on ttjthont ant aim in nett, and eton 
Ignorant that he had, iiistiiictitelt , as it tt ere, ta- 
ken the right direction honicttards Suddenlt he 
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seemed to aw ake out of a disagreeable dream and 
recognized tlic road be « as going 

He now stopped to reflect wlietbcr be bad better 
goon or retrace bia steps lit ms orcnvbclmcd 
svitb sbamt and trouble at tbt idta of bring a beg 
gar in bis native city and soliciting the Iieijcvoicncc 
of tbo e wliom be Ind formcrl) surpa sed m credit 
and opulence How could |jt appear in tbt presence 
of itlcla under such circumstancts ? Slic would die 
ssatb sbamc to btbold bim ! It uns certain be would 
now lose her and be turned ow-ns from tbc mclan 
choly picture as if be bad already bebeb! tbe rabble 
gallicring round and grctlmg Ins return witb scorn 
and moeberv to Hfcmcn 

be determined be would ratber mslvc for 
one of tbc Dutch sea ports and enter on board some 
Spanish ship ns a s.ut(;r He would sail for tbc 
new world try lus fortune m Peru w litre wealth 
abounded and never return to lus natnc 1 md until 
he succeeded in recovering that proptrlj which be 
bad so becdlc si} lavished IIis belovid 'Mela op 
peared now onl} bbc some distant sliadnw that be 
should catch at in sam though be felt a beam of 
pleasure warm Ins heart at tbe bare idea of her be 
coming connected with lus future dtstin) and be 
hastened rapidly forwards as if be were about to 
reach the spot where she dwelt He bad returned 
as /ar as tbe frontiers of the Netherlands w hen one 
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niglit, aTjout^sunset, lie approaclied a small place call- 
ed Rummelsburgluwliicliwas subsequently destroyed 
in tbe tliirty years’ ivar There were a number of 
carriers in the tavern, and he could find no room 
The landlord bade him hasten to the next village, 
as he, in fact, mistook him for the spy of some gang 
of thieves, on watch, peihaps, for the carriei’s goods 
So, in spite of his increasing weariness, Frank found 
he must again take his bundle on his shoulder, and 
prepare for a farther journey that night 

As he went, however, he made some cutting re- 
flections upon the landlord’s inhumanity, inso- 
much, that, as if repenting of his own harsh proposal, 
he began to pity the poor traveller, and called out, 
One word yet, young man if you particularly 
wish to pass the night here, I thmk I can contrive 
it There are plenty of apartments in the castle 
hard by , I have got the keys, if you should not 
think it too solitary for you ” Frank willingly 
closed with the ofier, requiiing only supper and 
shelter, whether in a palace oi iii a hut But mine 
host was somewhat of a wag, and, intending to re- 
venge himself upon poor Frank for his abuse of him, 
he proposed a night’s residence in the haunted old 
castle, where there had been no inhabitant for many 
years, owing to the cruel pranlcs of a spirit which 
had frightened them all in succession away 

This castle was erected on a steep clilFj on the 
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outskirts of tliL touii and directly <T^t])ositL to tlic 
inn being merely separated by tbe public road and 
a small brook It was kept in good repair on ac- 
count of Its delightful situation and was very ucll 
built and furnished though it son cd its present 
possessor only for a hunting seat Occasionally he 
gave a splendid feast there but ims sure to leave it 
along with all his followers on the approidi of ci cn 
ing having already boon terrified by the spirit ivhich 
made a hideous noise and raged through the castle 
though he ntver appeared during the da\ lion 
ever disagrceihlc to the lord of the castle as a 
spectre it had the good cfTtct of protecting his pro 
pert) from robbers the boldest of whom refused to 
venture near the spot 

It wBs now qnitc dark Frank earned a Ian 
tern accompanied b} the host ond a little basket 
of p^o^nslons. lie was soon at the castle gates 
where the host had provided a good supper and a 
bottle of inne nhicli be did not intend to appear in 
the bill likewise a pair of nax cnndlcs as there 
litre none m the castle nobody remaining there 
after twilight Vs they were walking Frank ob 
served the basket and candles and though tliei 
would be quite useless to him thought he might 
still have to account for them in tlie bill 

The piece of candle in the lantern is enough 
for me said our hero until I go to bed I hope 
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I slmll not open nij o\es before it bebroui (k\ , 
for I feel %ory slecp\ and want n deal of re-tt ” 

" Then I oiipbt not to conceal from jou," replied 
the host, "Mhat report sa\s The cistU is haunted 
b\ a plagin phost, 'ilio «all s about all nipht But 
•ue shall be so near, that \ou need not he the least 
afraid Should ainlhinp occur, \ou ba\i onh to 
callout jirettj loudlj, and \\c shdl beread\ to assist 
}ou People uith us arc stirr ng all night, and 
somebodj or other will be at band Win, I lane 
lived here these tliirtj tears, and, for nn own part, 
I bate ne\er scon an\ tiling, that is, anj thing ttinu- 
lile The noise that is sonietunes beard, proceeds, I 
take It, from cats, or other animals that h irbour in 
the garrets ” 

l\Iinc host spohe tnitli when be declared lie bad 
never seen ain thing invisible — not even the spectre, 
he took care never to be neir enough the cistle at 
night Even now the varlct did not venture to pro- 
ceed across the threshold , but opening the door, he 
banded Frank the basket, directed him which wav 
to proceed, and bade bun a good night Our travel- 
ler entered the groat ball w illiont feeling the least 
awe , despising the storj as mere gossip, or some 
old tradition of a real event adorned with a little 
of the supernatural lie called to mind the report 
of Sir Egbert, whose he ivj hand he had so much 
dreaded, and )et who had treated him with so much 
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kindness In fact lie made a point of bclieMne 
just the contrary of what he had heard quite forget 
ting as the knight himself stated that all such 
reports were founded m truth 

According to the host s direction he now ascend 
ed a winding staircase which brought him to a door 
the key of which the landlord had given him He 
entered a long dark passage where his steps echoed 
along the walls thence he passed into a grand sa 
loon winch led into a row^ of smaller rooms well 
supplied with all that was necessary both for orna 
ment and use He hxed on the most comfortable 
one he could find with the windows looking towards 
the tavern yard whence he could gather every word 
that was spoken This was reviving and the room 
had a soft bed on which to repose his weary head 
He now lighted lus candles sat down to his supper 
of which he partook w ith as hearty a relish as if he 
had been eating at his old lodgings in the good city 
of Bremen A large round bellied bottle soon re 
moved his thirst and while his appetite lasted he 
had no time to think of the spectre When he 
heard some noise at a distance and fear whispered 
Listen ' there comes the ghost • his courage only 
answered ]^onsense* the cats are fighting After 
supper he listened rather more attentively as it 
drew near midnight and Fear uttered three anxious 
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I shall not open my eyes before it be broad day , 
for I feel very sleepy and want a deal of rest ” 

Then I ought not to conceal from you,” replied 
the host, “ what report says The castle is haunted 
by a plaguy ghost, who walks about all night But 
we shall be so near, that you need not be the least 
afraid Should anything occur, you have only to 
call out pretty loudly, and we shall he ready to assist 
you People ivith us are stirring all night, and 
somebody or other will be at hand Why, I have 
hved here these thirty years, and, for my own part, 
I have never seen anything, that is, anything iimn- 
ble The noise that is sometimes heard, proceeds, I 
take it, from cats, or other animals that harbour in 
the garrets ” 

Mine host spoke truth when he declared he had 
never seen anything invisible — not even the spectre, 
he took care never to he near enough the castle at 
night Even now the varlet did not venture to pro- 
ceed across the threshold , hut opening the door, he 
handed Frank the basket, directed him which way 
to proceed, and hade him a good night Our travel- 
ler entered the great hall without feehng the least 
awe , despising the story as mere gossip, or some 
old tradition of a real event adorned with a little 
' of the supernatural He called to mind the report 
of Sir Egbert, whose heavy hand he had so much 
dreaded, and yet who had treated him with so much 
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kindness In fact he made a point of heheMn^ 
just the contrary of what he had heard quite forget 
ting as the knight himself stated that oli such 
reports were founded in truth 

According to the host s direction he now ascend 
ed a mnding staircase which brought him to a door, 
the key of which the landlord had giicn him He 
entered a long dark passage where his steps echoed 
along the walls thence he passed into a grand sa 
loon which led into a row of smaller rooms well 
supplied ivith all that ivns necessary both for orna 
ment and use He fixed on the most comfortable 
one he could find with the windows looking towxirds 
the tavern yard whence ho could gather every word 
that was spoken This was reviving ond the room 
had a soft bed on which to repose lus weary head 
He now lighted his candles sat down to his supper 
of which he partook with as hearty a relish as if he 
had been eating at his old lodgings in the good city 
of Bremen A large round bellied bottle soon re 
moved his thirst and while his appetite lasted he 
had DO time to think of the spectre When he 
heard some noise at a distance and fear vihispered 
Listen ' there comes the ghost ' his courage only 
answered Nonsense' the cats are fighting After 
supper he listened rather more attentively as it 
drew near midnight, and Fear uttered three anxious 
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ideas, before Frank’s courage could find a single 
answerv 

To protect himself against sudden snrpriye, he 
first locked and bolted the door, seated himself on a 
stone bench at the window, then opened it and look- 
ed out, to divert his mind with a view of the hea- 
vens, and the silvery queen of night Gradually 
the street below grew quite silent, contrary to mine 
host’s assurance, that his people u'ere always stirring 
Frank heard one door closed after another, the lights 
were extinguished, and the whole inn was buned in 
profound repose The -natch going his round, told 
the hour and the state of the weather, besides be- 
ginning, to Flank’s great consolation, to sing an 
evening hj^mn directly under Ins window Had he 
not feared that the man would be terrified away, if he 
heard himself spoken to from the haunted castle, he 
would gladly have entered into conversation -mth him 
Perhaps, in a noisy populous town, where a man 
meets -with numbers of silly people, he may feel 
happy in retiring to some secluded spot, and think 
of the pleasures of solitude He fancies it would 
be extremely soothing to the mind, dwells upon all 
Its advantages, and sighs for its enjoyment This 
' IS a different land of sohtude to that met with in 
the island of Juan Fernandez where once a ship- 
wrecked sailor passed many years , or that of being 
quite alone, in a deep forest at midnight, or in some 



old dcicrtcd coslle nlifrc ilfltnp »rtIN niid \ast 
unc\l>Iorcd vnultt awikon o«I} niixjctr and horror 
where there H no sign of hung tliiti« 
lonchol) rn:n haunting oul there eotitude (< Intt 
ful intolerable and compinions art |jlra<anl pir 
tjcuhrly if the lonelr being ahould Itkc I rank Ik; 
moTientanly m expectation of koting a terrific spec- 
tre So situated u oniieerKntion fn*m the windou 
with a intchman might be thought more entertain 
ing than the most jdcmng Itook in the tiorld eren 
than n trcitne ujwn solitude it clf Hud /immer 
man been put in hmnk* place in the old cn tie of 
Jlumtnebiburgh <in the frontier* of U cetplnln ho 
might thou Iiaic projected ni inicre->tinp, a tre*iti c 
on the plea'<nres of socict) tw its more tircvilni 
mcDiber* inducM him to uritc upon folitude 

Midnight his been immcm<rialh held ncred to 
the spiritual \ urld n period nlieii the more rulgir 
..nimal kingdom lies Iiuned in rejwsi '] hen hpirits 
liegm to Ine and net and for this rt*n.«on 1 rank 
very much wished to fill osletp Inforc the txaet 
hour armed So he closed theuindim examined 
every corner of the ch iml«.r xnd then thren Ins 
weirv limbs upon the boft couch "iet sleep did 
not soon usit lus e)es he had a strong palpitation 
« Inch he attributed to the strong wino and he re 
prated his prajers solemnly morcftnently indeed 
th m he had done for ) ears Soon after this he fell 
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asleep , but shortly awoke with a sudden stai t J ust 
as he was trying to recollect where he n as^ he heard 
the clock strike twelve, Avhich the v atchman in .i 
few moments confirmed Luckily, he could hear no 
other noise , though Frank listened attentivel} 

Just, however, as he was turning on his side, 
half relapsing into sleep, he plainly heard a door 
open at some distance, and then it dosed again with 
a pretty smart noise 

" Heaven have mercy on us whispered Fear, 
Here comes the Spectre “ No, it is the Avind,” 
replied Courage, nothing more ” ) ct the sound 
came near and more near It was the heai'y step of 
a man, rattling his chains, as he moved along, or of 
the chamberlain of some decayed castle, surveying 
Ins rooms, and changing his hunch of keys This 
could not surely he the wind , Courage was van- 
quished, and Fear drove Frank’s blood to his heart, 
till it beat as if it would burst its confines 

The affair grew more serious as the noise drew 
near, and Frank could not muster courage to get 
up, and call at the window for assistance He only 
drew the hed-clothes closer over him, as the ostrich is 
said to hide his head in the bushes, if he can no longer 
ai Old his eneni} . Other doors opened and shut with 
hideous noise , till, at length, an attempt was made 
on that in which our hero slept A number of keys 
were tried, and the right one was at last found 
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Still the bars* held it fast when o loud crach like 
thunder v. as heard and the door dew open A tall 
spare man entered with a very dark beard He 
was dressed in a ^ery old fashioned stjle had 
a sorrowful expression of countenanre with large 
bushy brow that gave him a look of deep thought 
A scarlet mantle hung over his left shoulder and 
his hat was high and peaked He stepped silentlj 
through the room n ith the same slow heavy step 
as before looked at the consecrated candles and 
snuffed them He next threw aside his mantle 
opened a small bag he held under his arm took out 
a shaving apptratus and began sharpening a roror 
on a broad leather strap which hung at his belt 
Prank now actuallj perspired with fear he com 
mended his case to the Holj Virgin and looked uith 
much anxiet) fir the close of the last proceeding 
with the razor not Certain whether it was meant 
for his beard or hi throat He was glad however 
to observe the spectre pour water out of a silver 
ewer into a small basin of the ame metal then 
vnth his long hand lie mixed the soap into fine foam 
ing suds placing a chair and ivith a singular look 
and air anxiously bed oned the affri^^hted Franl to 
take his seat He felt that it was as impossible to 
resist this appeal as it is for a vizier to resist a 
mute who brings orders from the Grand Turk to 
return with the said viziers head It is best in the 
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like case, to make a virtue of necessity, and quietly 
permit oneself to be strangled Frank obeyed , 
threw off the bed-clothes, rose, put on his dressing- 
gown, and took his seat 

The spectral barber tied the napkin round his 
trembling customer’s neck, took his scissars, and 
slashed off Frank’s hair and beard He next lathered 
his chin, and even his head with the suds , which 
being done, he began to shave him, so smooth and 
carefully, that he shortly could not boast a single 
hair above his shoulders. The operation completed, 
the spectre washed and dried his customer very 
clean and nice , then bowed, packed up his shaving 
materials, took up his scarlet cloak, and turned to- 
wards the door The candles burnt quite bright du- 
ring the whole scene , and in a mirror opposite to 
him, he saw that the barbei had made him look like 
a complete Chinese pagod He was rather vexed at 
parting with his fine auburn curls, but he breathed 
more freely, flatteimg himself that he should escape 
unhurt, the spectre appearing to haye no farther 
powoi over him 

Tlie spectre barber walked away in silence, as 
he had come, to all appearance quite the reverse of 
all his glib-tongued brethren Before he reached 
the door, he stood still, looking round him with a 
mournful air, particularly at his well-trimmed cus- 
tomer, while he touched his own black beard This 
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he repeated three times and the third time while 
his other hand was upon the door It struck Frank 
that the barbers ghost wislied him to render him 
some service — perhaps thought he the same which 
I have just received from hun In spite of his sad 
looks the ghost appeared as much inclined to jest as 
to be in earnest and as he had only passed a sort of 
trick upon not injured him our hero felt no longer 
afraid So he beckoned m his turn for the spectre 
to take hi seat which he did wth evident pleasure 
and alacrity He once more threw aside his red 
cloak put his bag upon the table and sat down with 
the air of a person who expects to be shaved Frank 
took care to follon the manner which the spectre 
had observed 6rst cutting off the beard and hair 
with the scissors and then soaping his whole head 
his new customer sitting the whole time as still as 
a statue Frank was rather awkward having never 
handled a razor and i a fact shaved the poor patient 
ghost so much against the grain that he made him 
pull the queerest faces in the world Sensible hew 
much he bungled Frank began to be afraid recol 
lecting the prudent precept Not to meddle with 
another man s business though he still proceeded 
trying to do lus best until at last he succeeded in 
making the ghost as clean and bald headed as him 
self The moment he ceased the spectre barber 
found his tongue Friend ' I thank thee for the 
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great and humane service thou hast rendered me 
Thou hast thus released me from long captivity — 
three hundred years bondage within these walls ' 
Herej when my spirit departed, I have been con- 
demned to remain, until some mortal should be 
found to retaliate upon me, and inflict what I had 
inflicted upon so many others during my lifetime 
In times of yore, there once lived a sad infidel 
Avithin these walls, ivho abke mocked both priest 
and layman Count Hartman was no one’s friend 
he observed neither divine nor human laws , violating 
even the sacred ties of hospitality No stranger 
ever arrived here, no mendicant solicited alms, hut 
he was sure to be seized and tormented I was his 
barber, said every thing to flatter his foibles, and 
led the sort of life I chose Often the pious pilgrim 
was invited, as he passed the gates, into the castle 
a bath was prepared, and, when he expected to re- 
fresh himself, I seizt d him by my master’s orders, 
shaved him quite bald, and then turned him from 
the castle with bitter gibes and mockery The 
Count used to look out, and enjoy the sport from the 
castle window, more particularly when a crowd of 
mischievous boys got lound and ridiculed and in- 
sulted the poor pilgrim , running and crying out 
after him, like the malicious little urchins in Scrip- 
ture — ‘ Old baldhead, baldhead 

" Well, Sir, once a holy pilgrim, |USt returned 
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fro*n aLroad hearing a lie^x) crow upon Iius slion! 
dcrs like a true penitent with the mark of two 
nails in lus hands two in Ins fett and one in his 
side Ins hair all entangled like a crown of thorns 
approached the castle He entered nsked for water 
to wash Ins feet and a piece of bread Agreeablj* 
to our custom I prepared him a bath and then 
without the least veneration for Ins sanctitj I took 
and shaded him quite clean and close But alas' 
the pious man uttered a heaw curse which ht laid 
upon me m the following words Oh I thou re 
probate — after death lioth hcaacn and hell— yea 
the iron gates of purifcmg purgatory shall alike be 
closed against thj soul * It sliM! remain a perpe 
tual spectre watbm these very walls until o travel 
ler of his own accord shall retaliate on thee this 
thy evil deed ' 

I felt myself grow sick as he concluded the 
curse — the m*^ow wasted in mj bones I fell into 
a lingering decay till I became a a erj shadow and 
my soul soon separated from its mortal tabernacle 
It remained bouever in these walls ns the pious 
man commanded and in vain I Jool cd for deliver 
ance from the chains tint bound me to the spot I 
was denied the repose for whtdi the soul pines on 
leaving the bodv and oerj year which I haic 
spent here has appeared an age of torment As 
a greater puiiislinicnt I wos compelled also to con 
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tinue the occupation which I ])raclise(l dui mg m\ 
hfe-time But hownas this to he douer In^ ter\ 
appearanccj alas > banished its inlnhitaiits in succes- 
sion from the castle, pilgrims rareh came to j)a‘'s 
the night here, and, though I shaied all u ho did 
come, not one of them nould understand my iMsh, 
and render me a service that would hat e freed iii} 
soul from captivity This ^ ou h i\ e done I shall 
no longer haunt this castle, hut hasten to nn long, 
long sighed-for rest Accept my thanhs, then, once 
more, young stranger , if I had any secret trc isure 
at my command, you should hai e it , hut n ealth I 
never had, and there is none any where concealed 
, in this castle Yet listen to myad\ice' so]ourn 
here until your head and chin are again co\ ered , 
then go hack to your natne place , and stop on the 
bridge over the river Weser, in the autuminl equi- 
nox, for a friend, who will be suie to meet you 
theie, and inform you what to do, in order to thriie 
on earth Surrounded vuth afiluence and ease, pray 
do not forget me — ^but order three masses for the 
lepose of my soul on each anniversar^'^ of this day 
Farewell, I am departing hence, neier more to 
leturn 

Saying this the spectial barber vanished, after 
having clearly proved hy his communicativeness his 
right of assuming the character of the castle barber 
He left Ills deliverer filled with astonishment at his 
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Strange adventure Tor Fomc time lie douliled its 
reality and thought ho must huc liecn dn nminp 
until happening to put his hind to his licid I l 
fjimd that it sins all hut too true lie fill vtir 
cold and hchid no to pmtict ic Aftirnflict 
ing a litiJo nhilc he tx timl i > n t and it ira.» near 
noon next day hef rc lu a lol 4 

llie wicked lindhrd had wilcheil fmin eirl\ 
dairn for the arrisul of the ci tie gtu**t \ntiripa 
tinga hold lu'nd le was pr(|»in.d to recoirL him 
inth well anVcltHl surjinto hut feent ndiculc ni 
his ni^ht* adicnluft \s mid di} cime and no 
guest apiioarcd ho grew unci.-\ h ji tin spectre had 
treated hira toorooglil}'— pcrhnps strangled or fnght 
oned him to death Notwirhing to hare earrieil 
the joke M far he hasitneil with hts scrs-aiiU m 
sumo anxiets towurds the castle and sought out 
the room where he had cctit the light tho preceding 
ciening IIi. fi iind a strange koj in the door hut 
It svas bolted 1 incisure 1 rank nd pted on tho 
ghosts departure He knocked with such noli nco 
that Frank ]ia|)cd up at the noise thinking at first 
that the spectre sraa coming on another Msit Hut 
hearing it was nunc host* soict intrentinp him to 
give some sign hrank rose and opened tin. door 

Great God and all his saints' cried the 
landlord lifting up his hinds with opparent terror 
then old Red Mantle has been here , (the spectre 
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being known to the villagers by that name,) " and 
the tradition is true enough How did he look ^ 
what said he ^ and more than all, what did he do 
Frank, aware of mine host’s roguerj, replied, 
“ How should he look * as a man in a red mantle 
does , what he did is evident to any one , and 1 shall 
alwa}s take care to rememher Ins word^. ‘Kind 
stranger,’ he said, ‘ trust not the landlord ulio d« ells 
opposite, he knew too well what would happen to 
YOU But leave him to me, I will row ard him I 
am going to leave the castle, and will take up my 
quarters at his inn — I will pinch and plague him to 
the end of his life , unless, indeed, he consent to 
receive you in his house, and treat you handsomclv, 
until your hair and beard be again full grow n ’ ” 

Oui poor host trembled sadly at hearing this 
tliieat , he crossed himself, and swore by the Holy 
Virgin that he would be glad to give Frank the run 
of Ills house as long as he pleased. He forthwith 
conducted his guest to the inn, and uaited upon 
him, until the utmost obseqxuousness, himself 

Our hero obtained great reputation as an exor- 
cist, for the spectre was no longer to be heard at 
the Castle He often went to sleep there, and a 
young fellow, who had courage to accompany him, 
returned without a shaven held The owner of the 
Castle, hearing that the spectre had disappeared, 
sent orders, with great alaciitv, to have the stianger 
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most ho pitahly treated who had delivered Ins 
property from such a disagreeable hou5tsstcward 
as he prored 

By the approach of autumn Tranlv s brown loci s 
began to cover his temples again and ho grew 
anxious to proceed home Hvs thoughts w ere bu 
sitd with conjectures about the fntnd whom he was 
to meet upon the bridge over the escr— -the mi 

thor of his future fortunes Being prtpired for his 
departure iht landlord presented him with x fine 
horse and a well filled purse sent by the ow ncr of 
the Castle as some token of his gratitude for tlit 
service he had received Thus Traiik was tiullcd 
to re enter his natiw city on horstback quite in as 
good circumstances ns those in which lie had left it 
the ) ear before lie sought out his old quarters in 
the narrow street where he continued to live very 
retired and contented himself with making inqui 
nes after his beloved Alela who he learnt was 
still single and enjojing >crj good health Vt 
present this was sufficient for him as he would not 
presume to appear in her presence until his fate 
was ascertained so tiiat he did not even inform her 
of his arrival m the phee 

He lool ed forward very anxiously for the period 
of the equinox his impatience msdt each day ap 
pear as long as s } ear The long wished for time at 
last arrived and the night previous In, could not 
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close Ins eyes, on account of Lis eager anticipations * 
his heart heat strong, and he felt as if the blood 
■was about to hurst from his veins, just as it was in 
the Castle of Rummelsberg before the spectre’s 
appearance He rose at daybreak, in order not to 
let his unknown friend wait, and hastened to the 
bridge, which he found quite deserted He then 
paced to and fio, anticipating the highest earthly 
enjoyment, in dwelling upon his future prosperity 
for the mere belief that our wishes will be indulged, 
includes, perhaps, the fullest measure of human 
happiness Our hero amused himself with planning 
a variety of, modes of appearing before his beloved, 
when he had realized his grand hopes , not being 
able to decide whether it would be better to present 
himself in all his splendour, or to communicate the 
happy change of affaiis by degrees Then he was 
very inquisitive to learn who this secret friend of his 
might he ” One of my own old acquaintances, I 
wonder — but they seem one and all to have aban- 
doned me since my reverses Then liow will it be 
in his power to serve me so astonishingly ^ Will 
the affair he hard or easy to accomplish None 
of these questions did he know how to answer sa- 
tisfactorily, in spite of all his earnest meditations 
The bridge now began to be thronged with people, 
coaches, w'aggons, horse and foot passenger s, hast- 
ening to and fro , besides a number of mendicants 
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<if even tip cription one after anotlicr comin^j to 
take their usual stations m a place so favourabkto 
their calling The; soon began to uorl upon the 
compassion of passengers and the first of this ro^td 
regiment vvhoimplor d Trank s chanty was on old 
■veteran hearing his military honour of a wooden 
leg having left the other behind him for his coun 
try s service As the reward of Ins valour he was 
permitted to heg wherever lie chose and as lit 
viaS 0 good physiognomist versed in a knowledge of 
the human heart expressed in the lines of the face 
he applied it with such success that he seldom so 
licited aims m vain lie vvas not deceived with 
Frank on this occasion for the latter in the joy of 
las heart fiunglum a silver piece as much as six 
pence into his hat 

Tor some time Trank did not expect to see much 
tompan) besides the lower cHsscs passing over the 
bridge the more rich and indolent still injoving 
their morning slumbers He imagined that las be ^ 
nefactor must of course belong to the wealthier 
class and took no notice of the rest of the passen 
gers until the courts of justice bein^, opened tlie 
lavvjers and magistrates should proceed in their full 
dress to the Council and the rich mcrcliants to the 
Exchange Then he began to grow verj anxious 
and peered into the faces of all the most rcspcctahlj 
dressed people w ho passed by But hour after hour 
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elapsed, until the morning was gone Dinner came, 
and business seemed to cease , yet no friend caught 
our hero’s eye He paced to and fro along the 
bridge, ivhere theie remained only himself and the 
mendicants , who now opened their scrips, and dined 
on cold meat, still keeping their respective stations 
Frank ivished to follow then example , but, having 
no provisions with him, he purchased some fruit, 
which he ate as he walked along The members of 
the club, as they sat at dinner, remarked how long 
he had been haunting the same spot, without speak- 
ing to any one, or, like themselyes, transacting busi- 
ness They set him down for an idle youth, though 
most of them had experienced his benevolence , 
and he did not escape their facetious observations 
At length, they gave him the title of the bridge- 
surveyor , uith the exception of the old soldier, who 
noticed that Ins face no longer betokened the same 
cheerfulness , that he seemed to have some serious 
business upon his mind, his hat slouched over Ins 
eyes. Ins step slow and cautious while he was en- 
gaged in eating the remnant of an apple, as if 
hardly conscious of what he wms doing 

The old physiognomist wished to apply his ob- 
servations to some profit, he set his naiuial and 
artificial leg both in motion, passed to the other 
side of the bridge, and prepaied to ask our musing 
hero for more alms, as if lie had been a fresh comei 
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He succceJed— the thoughtful risionary onlr ihnut 
Ins hand into his pocKct and threw a piece of monc) 
mtliout oeii looking at him 

After dinner niimbcm of new facts appcarctl 
hut not a single person spoke to |>oor trank svho 
began to grow impatunt Ills ottentKti sias still 
hxed upon trer) respeclahk passtngtr strangt he 
thought tint no one adilri'sM'd him— that nil should 
pa s him without the least notiCi rir> fi-w* even 
deigning to rLtiirn his caliitation 

Towards cmin^ tla bridge IwcHini once moru 
deserted the la^g'rs one after aiiothir rctiinnng 
homewards leaving our hero to his onn milunchol} 
thoughts With hopes dec ned and tla najip) prw- 
{icct that had shone tijKUi him in tla inorniiig va 
nishcd with the partin^ da) lit. filt a gnat tnclina 
tiou to throw limistlf into tin ruir and it was onl) 
the idta of Mtla and a desirt of socin^ lirr before 
he committed the fatal deed which prointid him 
He detirmintd then to la on tla ssatcli fur her on 
the ensuing du) as she uint to mass to guru on 
her beauts with rapture and then bur) Ins passion 
for es er in the ss as t s of the U eser 

As he ssas leaving the hrid^e he met the old 
soldier siho had been meansshik busil) guessing 
at the motisc of the poor }oung ftlloss, in siatchiiig 
on the bridge the sshok da) lie smited longer 
than Usual to see svhctlar he ssould take his depar 
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lure, until liis patience being quite exliaustedj he 
could not lesist Ins curiosity to inquire into the 
reason of his turning the bridge into a dwelbng- 
place “ Pray, Sir/’ he began, “ may I be per- 
mitted to ask 

Frank, by no means in a communicati\ e humour, 
and finding the long expected address come from the 
lips of an old mendicant, answered rather sharply — 
What do you want, old grey-beard^ speak out ” 

“ Sir,” said the old man, “ you and I were the 
first who took our stations on the bridge to-day, and 
you see we are the last to leave it As for me and 
my companions, it is our business , but you do not 
belong to our fraternity, and yet you have passed 
aE the day here Slaa I be informed, if it be no 
secret, avhat can have been your reason, and what 
weighs so much upon your mind, that you want to 
get clear of here 

“ What boots it for thee to know, my old fellow, 
what ails me, and what lies so heavy upon my heart ? 
it can avail thee nothing ” 

" But, Sir, I feel an interest in you , 5 011 have gi\ en 
me alms tmce this blessed day, for which God re- 
ward you, say I Yet your face is not half so happy 
as it was this morning, and I am sorry for it ” 

Tins simple honest expression of sympathy won 
Frank’s heart , and losing all his misanthropy, he 
gave the old soldier 1 kind answer “ Learn, then. 
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that I lia^c waited here so paticntit the hole of 
this day to see a friend svho promised to meet me 
but who has made me wait long enough in \*ain 
\o oiTence Sir said the old man but such n 
friend whosoever he be is no bolter than n scmin 
drel to tlunb. of making a fool of you I would 
make bim feel the weight of ni\ crutch Ind he ven 
tured to treat me so Wli) not send 5 ou word if 
something prexentedhim from coming instead of 
treating now like a school Hd? 

\ct Slid Franl fought not to condemn 
him he did not exactly promise it si os in a dream 
that he told me to wait for lam For 1 nnk 
thought that it would lie too tedious to rtlate the 
ghost s story so he turned it into a dream 

Tiiat IS quite anothir thing cried the old 
man I don t wond«.r)OU should tie sen cd thus 
if youbclicic m dreams Afanj mod ones have I 
had m mj life hut I nexerwos so mod ostogixc 
an} credit to them If I had now all tho monc} 
which has been promised me in dnams 1 think. I 
might huy the xvholc city of Bremen hut 1 never 
stirred a hand to inquire into the truth of tl cm for 
I knew that it must be all labour lost h orgix c me 
but I could almost laugh in }our face —to think of 
spending a good summers das litre for the sake i f 
a dream while you might have been pa suig ximr 
time memh with vnur fnends 
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“ It would seeirij from all we know, old friend, 
that thou art right , yet I dreamed the thing so ex- 
actly to the minutest circumstance, more than three 
months ago, that I was to meet him on this very 
spot, and hear tidings of the greatest importance to 
me , that I could not refrain from trying whether 
there was any truth in it ” — “ Truth, indeed re- 
plied the soldier , “ why no one dreams more truly, 
as you may say, than I do I had one dream I shall 
never forget I can’t say how long hack it was , 
but my good angel certainly appeared in the shape 
of a line youth, with yellow curly hair, two nungs 
upon his back, and took his place at my bed-side 
‘ Listen, old Berthold,’ he said, and lose not a word, 
if thou dost wish to be happy Thou art fated to 
find a large treasure, and enjoy thyself for the rest 
of thy life So go to-morrow, after sunset, with 
thy spade in thy hand , cross the river to thy right 
hand, pass all the houses, and the monastery of St 
John, until thou reach a garden with four steps lead- 
ing to it from the road Wait there quietly, till the 
moon shines bright , then push with all thy might 
against the door, and it will open Walk into the 
garden without the least fear , turn up a walk on 
thy left hand, vershaded with vines, and behind 
them thou wilt see a large apple tree W ell, step 
up to the stem of it, with thy face towards the 
moon About two yards distant, thou wilt find two 
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rose bushes begin to dig close to them till thou 
hittest against a stone plate under which there lies 
an iron chest full of gold and other precious articles 
Be It heavy and unwieldy as it will heed it not 
but lift It out of the hole for thou wilt be re 
warded for tliy pains when the Key is found below 
Our hero stood mute with astonishment as he 
listened to the old man s dream Hew ould not have 
been able to bide his agitation if the darkness had 
not presented his companion from seeing his fice 
He plainly recognized in the old man s description 
a fo\ourite garden that had belonged to bis father 
and which he had since sold For the old gentleman 
had laid out the garden m a very stiff and formal 
taste which Frank did not approve but for some 
secret reason he had deposited there a portion of his 
wealth 

The cripple now became .. very interesting object 
to Frank for in him he had met with the very 
friend whom the pectre bad promised He would 
gladl) have embraced him he would have called 
him by the name of father and of friend had not 
prudence suggested another course He merely 
said Yours wis truly a clear dream hut what 
did you do next morning > Did you follow your good 
angel s advice ? Not I forsooth ’ replied the old 
man vou know it was only a dream and have I 
not laid awake night after night when my good an 
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gfl might h!\\c found tno often onoutrh, u.k! told nu 
to my face, jet ho iicnor trouhlid huii'-olf nhout mi 
Do you thinh, if ho did, tint I should non , in old 
ugo, he going a boirging ' Frink lioro lioslouid iht 
last piece of 'iihor upon his lamo friend, ••it mg, 
” Go, old father ' go, and drink m\ health in a pint 
of good rhcnish thj comer'- ition Ins ])Ut me into i 
good humour Come here again, e\ ery <1 \t J hoju 
uc shall meet at tlie bridge ng'in” It u n Jmig 
since the old cripple had reaped such u day s h ir- 
lest he blessed his kind benefactor from his soul , 
limped into a ta\ ern, and eiijot cd liimself most glo- 
riously, 1111110 Frank, jlushod iiith fresh hope, hast- 
ened home to his narrow street 

The next dat,hc propired his deliing materials, 
though not the same as are gcncrallt emploied hr 
treasnro-seekers He had no forms of coniiir itioii 
no osier twig, enchanted girdle, nor hierogly jihics of 
any kind Neither were they requisite, while the 
three chief implements, — a jnck-iwe, a spade, and 
the subterraneous tre isurc itself, were close ath 'ml 
Thus armed, Frank set out towards sunset, and 
concealed liis implements near ibc spot, under i 
hedge He had too much reliance on his <ihost- 
harher’s honour, to doubt the OMstence of the trea- 
sure , and he waited for the moonshine w itli no little 
impatience No sooner did he mark her silicr\ 
horns through the bushes, than Frank began liis 1 1 - 
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hours pay mg attention to every thing the old in in 
had said by yyhich means he shortly laid hands 
upon the treasure without incurring an} opposition 
or difficulty either from a fierce mastiff ora Seoul 
ing wolf and ivithouteven having the light of a blue 
flame to guide his steps 

He seized ome of the gold coins deposited in 
the chest with feelings of unspeakable joy uhith 
being somewhat subsided he began to think how 
he might best conicf hts treasure secretly to his 
lodgings It was far too weighty to carry without 
assistance and he soon began to esperience some 
of the anxiety so inseparable from tlie po^sessIon of 
wealth The new Croesus could hit upon no other 
plan hut that of placing his riches m a hollow tree 
which he found in a meadow near the garden 
Then putting the chest b ck in its place he cover 
cd It over with earth and made it as smooth as he 
could In the course of three days he succeeded in 
transporting the whole of Ins wealth safely into his 
lodgings from the hollow tree Believing that he 
was at length authorized to tlirow off all conceal 
ment he forthwith arrayed himself in a rich dress 
ordered the prayers at church to be discontinued 
and m its place a thanksgiving to be put up for a 
traveller on Ins safe return to his native city after 
having brought his affaus to a successful issue 
Then he concealed himself m a corner of the 
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church, where, unseen by his beloved, though his 
eyes were fixed upon hers, he might indulge that 
ecstasy, the idea of which had only a few dajs be- 
fore prevented him from putting a desperate end to 
his existence As tlie thanhsgiving was repeating, 
her cheehs glowed, her eves uere buffused with joy, 
and she had such dilhculty to conceal her raptures, 
that no one could misinterpret their subsequent 
meeting in the church, wdneh was so truly ex- 
pressive 

Henceforward Frank show'ed himself upon 
change, and entered into business His transactions 
were equally fortunate, his growing affluence excited 
the enw of his fellow'-citivens, w'ho declared that he 
must have been more lucky than wise, to become 
rich by collecting old debts He engaged a noble 
mansion opposite Sir Roland’s statue in the great 
square , he hired clerks and domestics, and ap- 
plied Avith great assiduity to trade The despicable 
race of parasites again flocked around him, expect- 
ing to be aga.n admitted to a share m his pros- 
perity , but w iser by experience and adversity, he 
only made them civil speeches in return, allow’ing 
them to go empt^ -handed aw a) This he found to 
be a sovereign remedy for freeing himself from their 
company , he never asked them to dinner, and they 
returned no more 

'Frank now became the topic of the day in the 
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good city of Bremen Erory bod) tnlkcd of tlie 
great fortune uhich he had so unaccountablj made 
abroad it was cquaHy the subject of conv ersation 
at feasts and funerals m courts of and upon 
change In proportion as Ins opulence increased 
and became more known Melas happiness seemed 
to diminish She thought her mute lot cr w as at last 
in a condition to declare himself still he remained 
silent except occasioniUy meeting her in the street 
and even here he became doily less attentive Sucli 
a demeanour slioucd but a cold lover and that 
harpy jealousy soon began to torment her whisper 
ing the most unpleasant suspicions possible Let 
me bam h tUo fond hope of fitmg so variable a 
being thus changing like a weathercock blown 
about by the least breeze True he loved and was 
faithful to thee as long as In, was thmc equal m 
rank but with this revolution in his affairs being 
raised so high above thee he looks doivn upon the 
purest affection because of tb\ pm erty Surround 
ed with wealth and splendour he perhaps adores 
some haughtier beauty who abandoned him in his 
misfortune but now ^vith her sjren >oice calls him 
back Yes and the voice of adulation hath changed 
his heart His new companions tell , him to choose 
from among the richest and loftiest of his native 
place that no fathers would refuse their daughters 
no maidens reject him ns a lover They sviU make 

VOL III p 
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Imn fond of poA\ er and importance , he ■will connect 
himself with some mightj famil\, and forget his 
poor Mela ” 

Thoughts like these^ inspired bj loahius}, tor- 
mented her incessantl} The hrst time she had 
heard of Ins prosperity, she hailed it vith delight, 
not because she was ambitious to share so large a 
fortune, but to gratify her mother, v, ho had iie\ or 
enjoyed a moment s happiness since she resigned 
the wealthy brewer IMela now ■wished that all the 
prayers which had been offered up for his success 
had not been heard, and that the traveller’s business 
had not succeeded, as he would then, ]ierhaps, have 
been faithful 

Her mother was at no loss to discoi er the cause 
of her daughter’s melancholy The report of the 
late hnt merchant’s improved circumstances had 
leached her, she was aware of hlela’s attachment , 
and as he uas now a busy reputable mei chant, and 
the very model of good order, she could no longer 
see any reason for his delaying his ofler of marriage, 
if he reall)’^ wished to possess her She nei or men- 
tioned the subject to hlela, in order not to u oiind 
her feehngs , but the latter, no longer able to conceal 
her grief, at length confided the source of it to her 
mother The old lady, however, onh'^ heard uliat 
she knew well enough before , though it gave occa- 
sion for her to offer her opinion on the subject 
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Above all sLe avoided sajiiig a smglt uordofrt 
proacli being resolved to mal^e tlit Iiestifoer) 
tiling tint could not be licljicd In fnet slit tried 
ctery meatis of consolin^ her unbajiiij daughter she 
could teachiii„ lar to bear U|> against litr bliglittd 
prospects uitli putv and firmmss 

Dearest child shi uuiild saj ns you base 
brcxrid )ouhnou otoutnit tlnkt jiuthriu aun) 
I'ortunc uhen she luilicited am! }ou must learn to 
bear her lo^s fxitcruncc has shoun nic that tht 
hope \\ c most wiunt upon is ofu ii dtlusu t 1* oHow 
m) example listen to it no 1 tii^tr and eiidlisa d>s» 
appointments ssill no longer dcstro) jour pi let 
Xiook for no fasourablc cliangc m jour fate and jou 
mil soon be contented It is Utter to honour our 
spinning svhecl «hicli procures us the means of hr 
in^ than to dream of greatness and uealth since 
SVC have learnt to do nitliout them 

Such philosophical remarks came from the good 
old lady 5 heart since the failnre of her last dear 
hope connected s\ith the north) brencr She had 
simplified her mode of life so that it nas hard for 
fate to interfere nith it firtliir '^Icla hud not cc 
quired the same phihiseipliical resignation and her 
mothers ndeicc had a ditferent effect from that she 
contemplated Her daughters conscience smote 
her as the destroyer of her mother's fondest hopes 
and she 8e\erelj reproaclicel herself lliough thej 
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Imd never ngrcctl in opinion regarding inarri ige, 
nnd ^lela tluniglit lire id and salt, ‘•r isnned bj loi e, 
enough for inortnl happiness , \tt shi was not deif 
to the report of her loi or's prosperitj , slie h id ci en 
indulged in some pleasing domestic arrangements, 
w'as delighted at the idea of reahrint; her mother’s 
luMinous dreams, and of restonng iier to her former 
opulence, without doing iiolencc to her own incli- 
nations 

The pleasing illusion i.mished with the gnidual 
lapse of time, iihile Frank still refused to make 
Ins appearance Next came a report that he nas 
])rcparing an estahlishinent for the reception of his 
hride, a rich ladv of Antuerp, \iho was on the point 
of arriving Tins was, indeed, a death-hlow to her 
hopes, and was too much cicn for her feelings of 
resignation She lowod to tear the image of the 
faithless wretch for ei er from her heart, and to dry 
her tears, — while at the same time tho} flowed 
afresh 

In an hour, — and there were manj such, when 
she quite forgot her low, and was rccurriiio: with 
sw cet and bitter fancies to the one loi ed idea, how - 
e\ er she esteemed it unw ortln her, — she w as roused 
hy a low' tap at the door Her mother opened it , — 
it w'as Frank , their old neighbour Frank, from the 
narrow' street He wore a rich dress, and his fine 
brow'n curls clustered round his forehead, and seem- 
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ed to perfume tijc room So Bplendid an appearance 
betokened some more important object than lellinj* 
lint Tlic old bd\ started— shi attempted to speak 
but the words faltered on her lips. Mela rose sud 
denlj from her Siat — sht htuslied and prew pair 
by turns hut rtmaincd wient as well as her mother 
Frank hosserir was perfectly at his case he now 
adipted nords (o the soft tnelodr srhich he had often 
jibyetl on liis lute and in tiold open terms he at 
length di^cbred his long silent lovi Tlien turning 
to the happy mother hi sntemn!) cntmteil her eon 
sent to his unlonuith her daughter Next he pnrr 
explanations of all suspicious anil unjleaonteirram 
stances cnncluduig hj decbrin^ that the bride for 
sihom prepralions had been making sias onlr the 
fair Mih herself 

On reco^ t ring from her turpnre thi ct remonlmis 
old lady determined as a matter nf proprietr to 
take oncsiccks con^idi ration though inmif jo) 
sscrcin her cyis ond ilncjuintl) spt ke the ci nnnt 
she could not brank lioucTcr Ihcuuii su prosing 
that she ssas coinpiUcA to sietr a middle course be- 
tween old custom and proprict} and the ui lies of 
the new lo>cr and she delegated htr daughter to 
giro an answer agreeable to lierstlf A stnnge re 
volution bad been at work in Meins rirgiii heart 
since his entrance into the room JSo stronger proof 
of las innocence could be imagined than such a 
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■\ isit j Ins apparent indifference was all explained 
He had been so very assiduous and active in Ins 
business, and to prepare also for their marriage, that 
he had not sooner had time , but there Mas now no 
reason why she should refuse her consent So, she 
was fain to pronounce the decisive M’ord, confirm- 
ing the hopes of love, ndneh she did mth so much 
sweetness of manner, that the delighted Frank 
could not help catching it in a gloMnng kiss 

The happy lovers had now, for the first time, lei- 
sure to translate into its proper language, the hiero- 
glyphics of their secret correspondence, mIiicIi they 
soon discoiered they had al^ead^ understood, and 
done justice to each other’s sentiments This sup- 
plied them ivitli a pleasant subject of con\ ersation, 
and It was long before Frank took leave of his 
charming bride But he had business to transact 
on ’change, for Frank was noiv a man of business 
He now Mislied to meet with his old friend the 
soldier, whom he had always remembered, though 
he had apparently neglected him On his side, the 
cripple had examined the faces of all the passengers 
who had appeared on the bridge, 'inthout recogniz- 
ing lus generous young friend, as he had been led to 
expect but the moment he saw him approach, he 
limped as fast as lus crutch could carry him, to bid 
him welcome , and Frank, kindly hailing the old 
man, said, " Do you think, friend, i on could go 
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with me to the new toim on business? \ou slnll be 
«ell paid for your trouble 

\\ hy not ? returned the old \ ctcran I lm\ c 
-x wooden leg that is never tired nnd I can walk at 
a pretty smart pnee uhen it suits me Onl} ^niit a 
little till the little grey mm comes he never fills 
to cross the bridge towards eicning 

There is no need to wait for the little grey 
man siid Frank what can you have to do with 
him * 

What' repeated the soldier why thcgrc) 
man bnngs me a siUcr groat cverj night of his life 
from whom I neither know nor care **omelimc5 I 
begin to suspect that it must be (he evil one who 
wants me to barter mv soul for money Be that as 
it may I know nothing of it so it is nothing to 
me I have closed no such bargain and 1 shall not 
keep It 

I fancy not said our hero smiling but if 
)OU will now follow me you shall have the silver 
groat So the cripple followed him through a num 
her of streets into a remote part of the town near 
the rampart There he stopped before a small house 
just newly built and knocked at the door On its 
being opened Frank walked in nnd said to the old 
man My friend thou hast once bestowed upon 
me a very pleasant evening and it is right that I 
should cheer up the evening of thy life Behold 
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this house and all its contents ' they are thine, with 
the little garden beyond There ivill be a person 
to take care of you, and you wiU find the silver 
groat every day upon your dming-table Fear not 
the evil one on the score of thy silver groat, old 
fellow, for he in the grey jacket was no other than 
an agent of mine He appeared only to bnng you 
the money, until this thy new dwelling was pro- 
vided For as your good angel did not please you, 
I have undertaken to fill his place ” 

Frank then showed the old soldier Ins abode 
the table stood ready covered, and there was every 
thing necessary for his comfort and convenience 
Old Cripple was so astonished at his good luck, that 
he doubted its reality , he imagined it could he no 
other than a dream, that a rich man should thus 
pay such attention to the poor Frank soon con- 
vinced him, and the tears of gratitude started into 
Ins eyes His benefactor was more than rewarded 
at the sight , and, to preserve his adopted character 
of a good angel, lie suddenly vanished, leaving him 
to explain the affair as he could 

Next morning, the abode of the fair betrothed 
most resembled a fair, such was the throng of 
milliners, jewellers, lace-merchants, tailors, shoe- 
makers, and sempstresses, all vieing with each other 
in laying their treasures at her feet Mela spent 
the whole of that day in selecting from the fashion- 
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able stores ■whatever articles were most becoming 
and most pleasing to the eye such ns constituted a 
grand bridal dress in those times Slit then gave 
further orders to the milliner and haberdasher 
Sleanwhile the bridegroom went to sec the banns 
pubhshed as in those good times rich and great 
people were not afraid of informing the whole world 
that they meant to contrac* the serious engagement 
of marriage Before the close of the month Frank 
led his long loved Afcla to the altar and such was 
the grand solemnity and splendour of the whole 
ceremony that it far outshone even the wedding of 
the rich brewer 

What a day of triumph for the brides mother 
old Madame Brigitta ' She saw her daughtef united 
to a wealthy and excellent young gentleman and 
enjoyed during the evening of her life that case 
and affluence which she had so long sighed for 
And Madame Bngitta as she was henceforward 
called likewise deserved her good fortune at least 
at Frank s bands as she turned out luckily for him 
one of the least troublesome mothers in law that was 
ever known 


1 - 5 
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FREDERICK SCHILLER 

A WORK of fiction^ whose chief object is amuse- 
ment, will hardly he expected to afford more than 
a brief sketch of the life and writings of one whose 
name is now nearly as familiar to the literati of 
other countries, as of his own * The productions 
of Schiller have been rendered, more or less, into 
every language of modern Europe, while English 
literature, if not particularly enriched ivith them, 
abounds ivith notices both of his life and works, 
which would make any detailed account here, appear 
wholly superfluous Nearly from the period of his 
decease, our literary journals have vied with each 
other in bringing his productions into more open 
view, in appreciating, and doing justice to his ma- 
nifold merits By these means he was first intro- 
duced to our theatres, to our drawing-rooms, and to 
our libraries , while, still more recently, a more full 
and detailed life of him has appeared from the 
pen of one of om countrymen , a work in every view 
worthy of the great character it commemorates 

* See Doenng’s Memoirs of him, and Life of Schiller , Hei- 
delberg Life of Schiller , Taylor and Hessey, London 
Also, Jorden’s Levi con 
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It IS written, at once in a liberal and judicious spi 
rit of criticism abounds until many ne« and strilc 
mg views and cannot be perused by lovers of Gcr 
man literature without interest and without ad 
vantage 

Frederick Schiller was the son of an officer in 
the Bavarian army who subsequently attained the 
rank of major and served in the campaigns for the 
disputed succession He was born at iMarbacb a 
little town m Wurtemburgb on the lOtb daj of No 
vember 1750 and was finally bred to the surgical 
profession His earlj education was not verj favour 
able for tlie developement of those great powers 
which he afterwards discovered and whicli burst 
forth with sudden and impetuous vigour at the 
age of nineteen as if indignant at the scholastic 
discipline and restraints which had been imposed 
upon them Though sprung from humble pa 
rents they were desirous of confemn^ upon their 
only bOn the advantages of a good education With 
this view he was first placed under the care of 
the village pastor at Lorcb where he continued 
during three years It was his parents fondest 
hope that he would himself one day assume the pas 
toral charge a plan to which at that early period 
he joyfully acceded 

He next pursued his studies at the public semi 
nary of Ludwigsburg aud for several years he went 
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through the regular cxammntioiis preparatory to the 
clerical protessioii Ah he grew older, how ever, he 
performed lus tasks with less docilitj' and alacrity , 
he imbibed no \ ery deep regard for tlie classics as 
they werethereinculcated, while the scholasticforms 
and regulations proved still more irksome to him 
Even at th it early age, he began to discov er the pe- 
culiar bias of Ins genius he was fond of nalking^ 
reading, and studying alone , he sought Nature in 
her loneliest scenes , would stand gazing on the 
heavens, or watching the progress of the storm 
Instead of exhibiting any premature or rapid pro- 
gress — any emulation with the boj s of his own age 
and class, he reluctantly acquitted himself with v ery 
hasty, though often happy efforts, and not nnfre- 
quently is said to have incurred the animadversion 
of his superiors 

He continued at this seminary upwards of six 
years, the most irksome and unprofitable, according 
to his own admission, that he ever spent He was 
compelled to drudge through all the preliminary 
forms and examinations, indiscnminatel} insisted 
upon m the Stutgard system, under the patronage 
and dictation of the reigning Duke In this UTCtch- 
ed servitude he went through a course of legal studv’, 
which he was only permitted to relinquish in favour 
of that of medicine, to which he was little more 
adapted or attached Instead of taking down notes 
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of the lectures he was secretly perusing Shakspeare 
and procured small editions of Klopstock Herder 
Goethe Game and Lessing the father of the mo 
dern drama of Germany 

jEarly inspired by a perusal of them he produced 
an epic poem like our own Pope at the age of 
fourteen nhich he as judiciously however de 
stroyed 

In his second edbrt he at once assumed a high 
rank as one of the popular dramatists of his country 
This ^vas his tragedy of The Robbers composed 
at the age of nineteen and almost appaUmgly 
impressed ^vlth the most striking characteristics of 
a dating entnusiastic and impatient spirit Wild 
and extrai agant as it must be allowed to be it was 
the production so to say, of a future great writer — 
the luxurious promise of a glorious harvest — the 
struggle of a lofty mind at issue with its destiny 
exhibiting the whole of its gigantic hut untutored 
strength As it has been justly remarked by 
Madame de Stael it displays the intoxication 
of genius ^vhich Schiller certainly pos*!essed m 
early life But the Robbers of Schiller s youth is 
the Wallenstein of his matorer powers it bore the 
height and dimensions of bis full genius though 
destitute of its manlier tone action and consum 
mate strength 

Who IS there capable of resisting its tide of de 



110 


rOPUJMU TAIW s 


voted and heart-rending passions^ (such ns he has 
pictured them) on its first perusal, in carU life’ 
Who has not hung over its scenes vith a sense of 
strange, perturbed, indescnhahle sadness, luilf de- 
light, half terror, such as at that period oiilj can 
be felt’ With the single exception of Wallen- 
stein, It IS justly, we thinh, one of the most jiopu- 
lar of his dramas , u orth^ , with all its inistalven prin- 
ciple and exaggerations, of having laid the foun- 
dations of his fame 

The reputation obtained by this, and tu o subse- 
quent pieces — “ Tile Conspirac> of Fiesco,” and 
" Intrigue and Love," soon brought Schiller adi an- 
taseous offers from the theatre of IManheim, one of 
the best conducted in Germany During his en- 
gagement here, he projected a translation of Shak- 
speare, though the tragedy of hlacbeth uas the 
only one which he presented to his countrj men in 
a new dress In fact, he judiciously abandoned the 
undertaking, and entered upon the subject of Don 
Carlos, which he borrowed from the French of hi 
de Real At the same period he u as engaged in a 
variety of minor works , one of which u as a theatri- 
cal journal, in uhich several scenes of his “ Don 
Carlos” first made their appearance Dramatic 
essays and poetical effusions, pubhshed in the same 
journal, likewise occupied much of his time Though 
commenced in his twenty-fifth year, this tragedy 
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was not completed until long afterwards nor did 
It appenr entire until 1794 when he was more than 
thirty five years of age Nearly at the same time 
he began his eries of Philosophical Letters 
which throughout displav singular ardour and 
boldness of inquiry on a great diversity of topics 
Schiller now became one of the most popular wTiters 
of his age and lit daily receixed gratif)ing proofs 
of It both of a public and prnate kind He litm 
self relates one winch he considered the most 
pleasing of all— a present of two beautiful romia 
ture portraits from the fair originals accompanied 
bj a very elegant pocket book and letters filled with 
the most fiattcring compliments to his genius 
Upon closing hts enga^ments at Manheim 
Schiller took up his residence at Leipsic where 
he b came acquainted with a number of eminent 
contemporaries among whom was Professor Hubcf/ 
ZoUikofer HiUcr Oeser and the celebrated actor 
Remike Soon after bis amial finding himself 
somewhat disappointed in the extent of his literary 
views he had serious intentions of adopting the 
medical profession to which his final academic stu 
dies had been directed but this idea vias again 
abandoned and he resumed hts hferarj occcpations 
with increased ardour and activity 

Though ranking among the chief ornaments 
of lus country as a poet and a dramatist he still 
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siglied for fresh fields of enterprise, for which he 
was every way qualified, and in w Inch he ultimately 
gathered more hnlhant and unfading laurels — laurels 
that will serve to perpetuate his name The empire 
of fiction, like some fair) castle, rises onl) to dazzle 
the eye, and shortly passes au ay , ulnle the fabric 
of history, of philosophy, and truth, connected, as 
it IS, Avith the most vital interests of mankind, 
must continue, as long as these, to endure Besides, 
Schiller had now outlived the extraiagance and 
enthusiasm of his early genius , he no longer du elt 
in a world of romance He had learned to think, 
and to think deepl) , Ins reading had been equally 
profound and e\tensi\e, he had grown w’car) of 
fiction, and he became ambitious of achieving oh]ects 
commensurate ivith his enlarged powers He was 
already familiar w'lth the WTitings of Strada, of 
Grotius, and De Thou the Revolt of the Kether- 
lands had engaged his attention during the compo- 
sition of Don Carlos,” and he determined to be- 
come the historian, as w'ell as the poet, of an era so 
glorious to European freedom From his letters, it 
would appear that he had conceived the idea of fai 
more extensive undertakings, to be pursued in a 
, connected chain, of which this, and a first rolume of 
the “ History of the most remarkable Conspiracies 
and Revolutions in the Middle and Later Ages," 
were merely to form a part It were needless to 
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add that hut a small portion of designs like these 
was ever executed rapid andunintcrmitting asssere 
the united genius and industry nhtch grappled 
with them At no pcnwl did Schiller more nssidu 
ously occupy himself w itli ptirsnits of the most ardu 
OU3 kind and at no period did he produce more im 
portant works than during his residence at Dresden 
It ivas there he first began to devote his nights as 
well as a large portion of the da) to intellectual 
labour a habit which no constitution could long 
wnthstand Dcsides the inltmiptions he was so fre 
quentl) liable to m the do) lit w^as fond of aptniling 
his mornings m the woods or upon the hanks of the 
Elbe sometimes sailing upon its bosom sometimes 
wanderin^ with a hook m its solitary vicinity 
A portion of the c\ omng ht spent m society and 
then came the baneful iiight imarnhly set apart 
for the most difiicult and obstracted pursuits It 
was thus he most probably laid the foundation of his 
subsequent maladies and his premature decease 
About the year 1737 h® Ti'iitcd cimar in order 
to cultivate a personal acquaintance with some of 
his most celehrated contemporaries Ht was there 
introduced to lelaiid alrcad) advanced m years 
and to Herder and such 'vas the warm reception 
he met tvith that he decliired his intention of fixing 
his residence at Weimar then conspicuous for the 
number of its distinguished writers Gotthe was 
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next added to the list of Ins acquaintance , but not 
during some period^ at leasts to that of his friends 
jMen of totally op])osite minds and character, in a li- 
terary view, their first meeting is described as hav- 
ing been somewhat singular , b} no means cordnl 
and pleasing Schiller being much 5 ounger, and of 
a reserved temper, u as rather surprised, than at- 
tracted, by the perfect ease and openness, the ver- 
satibty and extent of information, uhich Goethe’s 
conversation exhibited. 

The former declared, after the intor\icw, that 
they were cast in different moulds, that tliC} Incd 
in different worlds, and that it m as almost impossi- 
ble for them ever to understand, or become ulti- 
mately acquainted with each other Time, how- 
ever,” he concluded, “ will trj " 

It IS gratifying to add, that they subsequently 
grew sincerely attached to each other, .issisted in 
the same undertahings, and for some period, resided 
■with each other On Schiller’s removal to Jena, 
where he succeeded Eichhorn in the professorship of 
histoiy, he entered into a matrimonial connexion 
with a lady of the name of Lengefeld, to whom he 
had sometime before been attached In a letter to 
one of his friends, he thus alludes to the event, 
many months afterwards “ Hou different does life 
now begin to appear, seated at the side of a beloved 
wife, instead of forsaken and alone, as I have so lonsi 
been ” 
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Dnringliisprofessorslup ScIiiUer entered upon 
his history of the Thirty Yeirs War a work which 
appeared in 1701 Tins is unucrsally admitted to 
be his chief historical perfomnnee no less in Ger 
many than m other countries A just comparison 
however can scarce!} be instituted Ins previous 
work upon the Nctlarlmds hating unfortunately 
never been carried to a conclusion In the year 
1701 he suffered a very setere attack upon his 
lungs from winch he with difliculty reentered af 
ter It had greatly shattered Ins constitution Still 
with returning strength he resumed Jus labours 
with equal ardour and was net cr heard to utter a 
complaint It was on his recovery that Schillcr for 
the first time studied the new Kantian doctrine 
though It docs not appear how far lie proceeded 
through the labyrinths of the Iranccndental tcrmi 
nology • 

A number of productions amongst which ranks 
the most hnisbed specimen of his dramatic labours 
Wallenstein followed his partial restoration to health 
But the ardour and impetuosity with which he com 
posed and which was become too habitual to him 
for restraint more especially in his lyric pieces and 
his tragedies brought on a dangerous relapse All 

L fe of Scluller Loedon. Doenng s l/ifc J nlea n Ger 
man Le con 
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liuinan nul, nnd Inunnn hope*, ])rn\t'(l ahl^c in \ain, 
and on tlicOtli daj of IGOri, Ins disordi r roacli- 
od Its crisis, and Schiller, onl\ m his Ihih teir. 
had but a feu hours to Im* 

Earlj that inorniu" he frrei- delirious , but soon 
this u ns observed gradu ill} to subside, and he ap- 
peared to be settling into n deep slnmbir In this 
state, after continuing during sei oral hours, he nvvohe 
about four o’cIolK in the afternoon, with perfect com- 
posure, and a perfect consciousness of his situation 
His manner was firm and trampiil lie took a tender 
farewell of his friends and faniiU , and on being 
aslvcd bow be felt, be replied, " Onlv calmer and 
talmor ” He once spoke with u bipp} and livelv 
air " hlany things are now becoming cleirer and 
clearer to me'” Soon afterwards, be relapsed 
into deep sleep, became more and more insensible, 
tboiigb still calm, and m that state he almost im- 
perceptibly expired 

There are few productions in the class of fictiti- 
ous writing from the pen of Schiller , tbongb these 
few are enough to displav the great ]hiw ers w Inch 
he possessed The Geistcrschcr, of which we give 
the follow mg fragment as it was first published, is 
one of the most important, and most striking of its 
Icind Still It was undertaken rather as an expe- 
riment, than with a settled purpose of adding Ins 
name to the list of nov'cbsts Nor was be satisfied 
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With tht kind of reputation which it iicqmrLd 
^\^ttcn with a view of exemplifying a certain doc 
tnne and peculiar > icwa of human diameter he had 
the mortification to find its more terrific fcaliias 
set down to the account of the usual romantic ter 
rors abounding in the modem school without any 
ulterior ixsult His purpose on the other hand 
was endcntlj to trace the progressand consequences 
of an attempt to impress a belief of suj»(.rnaturol 
agency os connecteil with its owti destiny upon a 
powerful hut imagmatiso mind The same systc 
matic and phtlo«op1itcal objiets will he found to 
apply to the rest of lus fictitious pieces— all composed 
far the purpose of conveying !«s own opinions— not 
intended os a mere description of human lift and 
manners Schiller was a truly systematic and phi 
losiphical wTitcr who aimed at lofty olyect* m the 
exemplification or the discover) of intellectual truths 
He could not like Goethe trifle with his genius 
throughout the whole of Iim writings lie Boldom ha 
zards aje«t He was too serious and sincirt m all 
he felt and did to >mte ciilicr fur his own amuse 
mentor that of otliers a mere SLutimental noicl 
was below his capacity and we accorihngly trace 
the spirit of a great dramatist poet and philosopher 
even m his small fictitious pieces 

Schiller did not enter upon the career of letters 
with a feelinp of mere choice he felt the full intel 
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lectual power and importance of tlie profesbiou in 
winch he had engaged, he pursued it as a great tash, 
he was an apostle in the cause , Ins efforts were pro- 
portionally gigantic, and he devoted himself to it, 
and died for it with the spirit of a martyr There 
IS a noble harmony and consistency in the whole in- 
tellectual labour of such a man, wliicli render the 
perusal of each and all of his productions interest- 
ing to us Thus in Ins " Walk under the Linden 
Trees,” in his Martyr to Lost Honour,” Ins “ Song 
of the Bell,” and Ins “ Sport of Fortune,” in how- 
ever narrow a compass, there are the same pow'erful 
exhibitions of human character and dcstm)', drawn 
from historical and philosophical sources, as we 
trace in Ins more s oluminous W'orks , in Ins ‘S Phi- 
losophical Letters,” and in his Histones 

For the origin of the Geisterseher w'e suppose 
we are to look to the celebrated Count Cagliostro, 
of juggling memory, who succeeded in turning the 
heads of the Parisians about the period when Schil- 
ler composed the following story He is doubtless 
the original of the Armenian, whose exploits in 
mystifying the living, and restoting the dead, bear 
a strong resemblance, though he can hardly he 
said to equal Ins Italian prototype, in transform- 
ing a Sicilian peasant into a rich and splendid 
Count 

In addition to its mystical and preternatural 
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character and the moral that may he derived from 
it Schillers storv exhibits some very interesting 
and powerful views the narratn e is full of incident 
and dne description and the characters though 
brought little under view are well conceived and 
sustained with much effect It is also very inge 
niously contrived in regard to the production of 
magic terrors by physical agency in their complete 
expo&ition and in their repetition and final triumph 
by compelling their victim to take refuge m the 
bosom of the Holy Church But we are going too 
far It IS high treason against a novel reader to 
anticipate and we gladly leave liim with these 
few general observations upon the writer to reap 
himself the whole of the interest that may be 
found in it For the &ame reason we avoid odding 
a word m explanation of the shorter specimens at 
tached to tne tale of the Geisterseher 
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A 1 JlAGiMLNT 


[LKtractcd from the Memoirs of Counison O ] 


CHAP I 


I AM about to relate an occurrence, ulncb to 
many persons will appear incredible, }et to mIiicIi, 
I was mjself, in great part, an eye witness To the 
few who happen to be informed of a certain political 
event — pronded, indeed, these pages cicr see the 
light — it mil be bailed as a b.ippj disclosure, m bile, 
v'ltbout sucb a key, it n ill be \\ elcome to the rest 
of the world, jvs some addition to the Instor} of the 
frauds and aberrations of the buman mind Tbe 
boldness requisite for tbe object in new mil excite 
astomsbment — bardibood, ivliicb oiilv Mllain can 
conceive and follow up, while tbe singularity of tbe 
means employed, is calculated to create no less sur- 
piise Truth alone — simple but pow erfiil truth, is 
tbe aim of tbe narratne before me , — for ere these 
pages are put forth, I shall bat e closed mi’ earthly 
account — shall have nothing either to win or to lose 
from the judgment pronounced upon them. 
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It on mr return fmm n imjr throu-'Ii Knr 
lanJ jn tlie ji ir 17— nfwtJt tlie l>n«c* of ( ar 
lural nlicn I jwtil n »i ittolln* I’nnn* rf— — — 
ul \ cn«fc bit! enttimrncTtl our srr^unmUnc*' 

nhile M*njn;j in ibo — — trar nnti trt* ilrrc re- 
newed an inlimac) nlnrli lad l**fn intemij-fn! fjy 
tlic cnsuin^ peace 

Ai It tra< tnoreorer mr "idi to tN- tbe ntr 
and ibe I*rjnee mere Ijr dr lar«l lin depsriore until 
liM receipt of lettrrt of et I tra« per* jadrt! 

to pa*s rm«e time m In* iworir l>cf re I left llie 
place \\ e a;rrectl to Ixrar one mioiJirr, a* I o;* b« 
we abould remain at \ enice and ibe pnnrc waa 
even so kind ai to incite me to Im men reanlenee 
He fletrreil tbe *irict<'l incepnifo wiOdn;* to lire 
priratclf and In* tmall retinue ft> tin* pur]»ne 
11‘af uot Iikclj to betrae !ni real nrnk He In 1 two 
oflccrs on wlime secrecy be could pcrfectlr rclr in 
addition to a single faitliful dommtic and be tbun 
ned txinnipnnce rather from inclimiion than from 
parsimony He didiked a lift of jh-a*ure and 
ihoiiph only fiit and twenij ynra rf a;:^ hi wai 
proof Bgnln^t the wont alltirrminU nf a diunlute city 
To woman ht had hitherto khoun himself indifTcr 
ent -^deep stud} and omti mylatiori cnmiuncil scilb. 
an cnthijsia'tic kin !of inehncholj chiefly predomi 
nated and influenced Im exertions of mind Ills 
inclinations si ere slow in forming but perscrenn^ 

tor in o 
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beyond calculation ^ Ins choice difficult and timid ^ 
Ills attachment warm and durable Placed in the 
midst of mixed throngs of his feUow men, he held 
on his path alone, — encircled in an imaginary world 
nf his own , and u as for the most part a stranger in 
the real one No one, perhaps, was more exposed 
than he then was, to suffer himself to be influenced 
and commanded by the opmion of others, — more 
liable to mental weakness ' Once won over, none 
was more positive and resolute , he^ had courage to 
defend a prejudice once conceived, and to die in 
another’s cause 

As the third of his family, he had no very likely 
prospect of succeeding to the government His am- 
bition had never been roused, and his passions had 
all taken a different direction Eager to avail him- 
self of another’s opimon, he felt no desire to govern 
those around him', conhning all his wishes to the 
quiet enjoyments of private hfe — to intellectual con- 
versation and pursuits He read much — without 
selection , a deficient education, and too early intro- 
duction into military life, had not afforded his mind 
time enough to expand and attain that maturity it 
might otherwise have done The information he 
afterwards acquired tended rather to confirm Ins er- 
roneous views than to correct them, — lus knowledge 
being founded upon no sohd principles Of the Pro- 
testant persuasion, like the rest of his family, — not 
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from conviction Init bj birtb he had never entered 
into a serious cxamitintion of its tenets though at 
one time he indulged a good deal of rehgions cn 
thusiasm 

Such were some of the leading features of Iiis 
character which mil be further dev eloped bj" events 
as they occur One evening as vre were proceeding 
masked ^accorduig to custom along St l^fork s the 
throng beginning to disperse as the evening advanc 
ed the prince obseiTcd n mask following and appa 
rentlf keeping us in hw eye It was an Armenian 
and he was alone Wo hastened our pace and took 
several turns to mislead him —but it was in vain— > 
he still kept hts eye upon us 

Have you any intrigue upon hand here ? in 
quircd the Friocc Venetian husbands ore dan 
gerous — None replied I with any particular 
lady 1 am sure 

Then added the Pnnee let us sit down here 
aod converse in German 1 suspect that wc arc 
known 

We accordingly seated ourselves upon a stone 
bench waiting for the mask to pass on Instead of 
this he made close up to us and took his station 
at the Prince s side who took out his watch ob 
serving to me aloud m French It is past nine 
they will be expecting us at the Louvre — let us 
go — This he said with a view of misleading the 
o 2 
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maslc — " Nine o’clock lepeated the latter^ in an 
emphatic sloiv tone, " then congratulate 3 ourself. 
Prince, (calling him h}' his real name) he died just 
at nine o’clock And having said this, he turned 
round, and disappeared 

We looked at one another uitli equal surprise 
At length, after a long pause, the Pnnee said 
“ Who IS dead ? What can he mean “ Let us 
follow,” I answered, “ and inquire — lie is not far ” 
And we went, examining every corner of the Pi- 
azza , yet the mdsk was no ivliere to he seen So 
we returned to our residence disappointed and ill 
at ease The Prince remarked nothing on what 
had passed, though he appeared abstracted, and as 
if contending with some violent internal emotion, 
which he since confessed to me It was only when 
we reached the house that he, for the first time, 
opened liis lips — It is really quite amusing, to 
think that a madman can thus affect one with a 
feiv words ” — He then bade me good night , and, 
as soon as I had retired to my apartment, I sat 
dou n and entered the daj and the hour when this 
incident occurred It was on a Thursday 

The following evening the Prince observed, 
“Will you accompany me to the Place of St 
hlark’s ? and let us tr)-- to discover our mysterious 
Armenian I ivish very much to see the denouement 
of our comedy.” I assented , and we continued 



until cle^ cn o clock on tlic Plict ^itljout meeting 
with the Armenian This exponnunt wc rcjioatctl 
for four successiio ercnings witJj the same results. 

On the sixth cTcmng liefon. wc left the hotel 
I had the precaution srhilfur from cli'si^n or in 
ailierlcntl} 1 cm scarctlr riwlliLt to Icait word 
with the Pnnee s donustic whin, to lind tis iii m c 
any person cilhd Rtniarl ing in) foresight the 
Prince smiled and prai ed mv pnidmct Tlicri- 
was a wst throng, ujwi the promiindc ns we aji* 
pronchtd and wt had Inrdl) proceeded thirtj 
tards wlicn I remarked the Arnuman elbowing 
his w at and anttousl) looking^ out fir some one 
c were just on the |« int of accosting him when 
the Baron 0—~ one of the Princes suite came 
Tuumng breathless towards the Prince and haoded 
him a Utter It has a hbek Mil }our } xcel 
loner ud we observed writtiii ujmn It Speed ’ 
Tins fell 111 e u thunderbolt ii|)on me — Tlic Pnneo 
had approaclicd a lamp broken the seal and was 
reading it I^I) cousin is dead ' he cried 
AVhLn’ inquired I somewhat hastilj ' On 
riiursdar last he rcpliul nine u clock in tin. 
evening 

We had not time to rccoscr from our surprise 
before the Armenian stood before us You arc 
now convinced gncious Prince he said and if 
jou svill hasten home jou will find a delegate from 
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the senate , hut indulge no idea of accepting the 

honour intended j ou The Baron F forgot to 

inform you that your letters of exchange are ar- 
rived ” And having said this, the Armenian dis- 
appeared among the crowd 

W e returned to our hotel, where we found every 
thing just as the Armenian had stated Three no- 
ble deputies of the Repuhlic n ere aivaitmg our ar- 
rival, to invite the Prince to accompany them, mtli 
all due pomp and ceremony, to receive the compli- 
ments of the assembled Patricians He had only 
jUst time to hint to me, that I should sit up till his 
return 

About eleven o’clock he returned, and walked 
rather thoughtfully into Ins chamber After dis- 
missmg his servant, he took me by the hand, and 
said, in the words of Hamlet, — 

“ There are more things lu hear en and earth, Horatio 
Than are dreamt of in joiir philbsoph} 

My gracious Prince,” I replied, “you seem to 
forget that you are retiring to rest to night, more 
rich in splendid hope,” (alluding to the death of the 
heir-apparent, son to the reigning aged and now 
childless Sovereign,) than last night ” — “ Say no- 
thing upon that head,” replied the Pnnce , " for, 
were a crown now laid at my feet, I should hai e 
more serious objects to occupy my attention At 
least, if my Armenian be not very unde bf his 
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mark. — How is that possible my Prince? re 
joined I Wiy be retnmed I mil barter all 
my princely hopes for a monk s cowl with you 

On the ensuing evening we set out earlier than 
usual towards St Mark A sudden shower how 
ever compelled us to seek shelter in a coffee house 
where a party was hard at play The Prince placed 
himself behind a Spamard s chair and looked on 
I went into an adjoining room to read the newspa 
pers In a short time after I heard an uproar Be 
fore the Prince s arrival it appeared that the Spa 
aiard had invariably lost and now he won all before 
him The whole game assumed another aspect^ and 
the bank was in danger of being emptied by the 
Spaniard whom this lucky run had rendered bolder 
The Venetian seated opposite oh erved to the 
Prince in an insulting tone that be had ruined 
their play and begged him to remme from the 
table The Prince looked cool and stood still 
while the Venetian repeated his injurious ivords in 
French Then imagiiung that the former under 
stood neither language he addressed his party with 
an insulting — ^\llat must we do sirs to male 
this dolt here understand us ^ Tlien rising he 
took the Prince by the arm as if to remoi e him 
Losing all patience here he threw the Venetian 
from him wnth so much violence as to stretch him 
upon the ground This set the whole house in 
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commotion , and in m^ surprise I ran into the 
room, and called tlie Prince 1)\ Ins mine, at tlic 
same tune adding, “ Ben are, for ue are in Venice 
At lus name the \\ hole compauj became silent , 
but soon tliere rose a stilled murmur, ulutli seemed 
to bode nntluni; cood All the Italians ivert collect- 
ing into a group, and drauing aside One after tbc 
otlier left tbc place, until at Icnglli v c found oiir- 
seli cs accompanied onlj b\ a feu Prencli gentlemen 
“ You are lost, gracious Sir,” obsened these, 
" unless )Ou lease the cit\ immcdiateh ibe Ve- 
netian, ubom }oulme offended, is both ucnltlij and 
pouerful, be lias onl) to count out fiftt rcclnns, 
and )our doom is scaled’' Here tbc Spaniard 
offered to watch oier the Prince’s securiU, and to 
acconijianj ns boine The French lomed bun 
Wc had just risen, and aicrc deciding bou aic 
sboiilil act, ulicn the doors opened, and some 
oflicers ot the Inquisition appeared Tlic} banded 
us a state maudato, in ulucb ue aiere both com- 
manded to accoinp ini them fortbu itb 

We u ere escorted under a stroiiii iruard as f ir 
as the canal, uliore a gondola uas in readiness for 
us Tho) bound our eyes before u e u ere permitted 
to enter We were then conducted up several stone 
steps, and next, round a longuimlmg staircase, oier 
deep ^ aults, as u e easily ascertained from the echo 
returned from the sound of our feet bolou 



fcmitrn 


120 


At la<t reaclitt! onotlicr fliplit u!ucli do 
sccndctl SIX and twenty stept into tlie r'ldl Hen 
a door opened into a InJl when the Inndape wa.a 
removed from our exes Me found our>eIvi*a in n 
circle of it^pi^ctaMe old nun nil nrraxwl in Had 
as were till, sides of thcapirtmcnt winch wnsditid) 
lighted up while n donth liki >tdlnr<s perradrtl thi 
place It* impresMon was nicMt appalling One of 
these old grcxbeards most irohihl) the Itiqui itor 
general him elf approached the Prinee and nd 
dres. cil him in a rtr) zeahms lone xrhdi the ^ enc 
tian xvas brought foruanl on theollur ndc Know 
you this wan for the » ime sshom xmi injurwl at the 
cofTsc hou e? — ^ts n plied the Prmet Ido 

Upon this he turned to tin ot]ur]>ri oner ]Kint 
ing towards the I’rmct And is lie the wme w lii w 
last night xtm xvulwd to n sa swate * 

The prisoner replied it xns and thi next mo- 
ment the circk u]Kmd and wc Ulu Id with a to- 
nishincnt the head npamtid from tin \ciutnn5 
bod) Arc you satisfied with this ajKilog) ? in 
quired the Siati mqui itor Hu Priiic fill back 
into the arms of Ins cotidiic ors Go now ex 
claimed the natiu. soicc in a temfic tone go and 
judge in future less Imtilj nspicting justice m 
^^cnicc 

In xam wc attempted to di cox or the secret 
friend who Lad thus b) directing the swift current 


G 5 
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of justice m our favour, rescued us from certain 
destruction Struck dumb with liorror, ive were 
escorted back to our hotel It was yet midnight, 

and the young chamberlain Z was impatiently 

expecting oui arrival on the steps 

“ How good it was of you,” he s.iid, as he light- 
ed us up, “ to send to us The account brought by 

the Baron F from the Place of St I\Lirk would 

otherwise have thrown us into the greatest conster- 
nation ” — “ Sent ' — I sent exclaimed the Prince , 
'' I know nothing at all of it ” — " Yes,” said he , 
" this evening, soon after eight o’clock, you sent to 
inform us that we need not he anxious, if joii should 
return later to-night than usual " 

The Prince here fixed his eyes upon me — 
“ Perhaps you took that trouble without informing 
me " No, I knew nothing of it ” 

“ It must, indeed, he so, your excellency,” added 
the Chamberlain , '' for here is your repeater, which 
^ ou sent as proof of it ” The Prince felt for his 
watch, it was gone and the one now handed him 
was It Who brought this here he inquired in 
astonishment “ An unknown mask, dressed like an 
Armeman, who retired immediately ” 

We stood gazing at each other " \Vliat think 
you of this exclaimed the Prince, after a long si- 
lence , “ surely I have met my secret soothsayer 
in V enice ” The horrible adventure of the night 
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threw the Prince into a degree of fever which com 
pelled him to keep his chamber for aho^ e a week 
During this period the hotel thronged both ivith 
natives and foreigners whom the discovery of the 
Prince had attracted and who came to offer their 
services each desirous of recommending himself in 
his way Our affair with the Inquisition was no 
longer dwelt upon While the court of desi- 

rous that the Prince a departure should be delayed/ 
sent notice to several Venetian bankers to advance 
him a considerable sum of money He was thn? 
obbged to remain m Italy longer than he had m 
tended and at his request I also consented to 
remain 

When he ivas so far recovered as to leave 
his room his physician advised him to take a 
trip upon the Brenta m order to change the air 
The weather was fine and a party being formed 
the proposal was accepted As we were on the 
point of entering our gondola the Prince missed the 
key of a little box which contained somfe of his most 
important papers He recollected he said having 
locked It the day before since when he had not been 
out of his chamber All search for it was in vain 
and we desisted in order not to lose the pleasure of 
our excursion The Pnnee whose mind was bent 
on every untoward occurrence ga\ e it up for lost 
and begged that no one ivould sav any thing more 
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al)out it Out excursion was delightful , the pro- 
spect highly picturesque, and growing upon us in 
richness and beauty as we advanced The heavens 
were purely bright, — it was the middle of May, — 
delicious gardens and tasteful villas, overlooking the 
Brenta without number , while behind us lay ma- 
jestic Venice herself, — ^lier hundred towers and masts 
aspiring from the bosom of the deep, — altogether 
displaying one of the proudest and most animated 
spectacles in the world We yielded ourselves to 
the enchantment of the scene — our feelings were 
highly excited, and the Prince, losing his usual se- 
riousness, joined in the light and festive spirit of the 
party Fine music came borne upon the breezes, 
as we ftept from our gondola, at some miles distant 
from the city It proceeded from ' a small village, 
where an annual market was held, and a most mot- 
ley society of human beings was collected A group 
of young girls and boys welcomed us, arrayed in a 
theatrical style, and dancing in a very pantomi- 
mical fashion It was extremely novel . grace and 
agility were expressed in ei ery motion Before the 
dance was quite finished, appeared the leaders them- 
selves, who presented their queen, as suddenly as 
if she had been introduced by an invisible arm All 
stood still in a moment — the musi^c ceased, not a 
breath was to he heard as she stood in the midst of 
the assembly, wrapt in deep musing, with her eye 
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fixpd upon the heavens Suddenly as jf inspired, 
she cast a wild glance around A hmg is among 
usliere’ she exclaimed teanng her cronn from her 
head and laying it at the Princes feet Hierj eve 
was at once fixed upon him uncertain whether there 
ivcre any meaning in the part she u as acting or 
whether it were to give credit to the serious and 
impressive manner m which she performed it A 
general clapping of hands at length broke the silence 
and casting my eye upon the Printe I observed that 
he looked not a little perplexed and seemed to ovoid 
the penetrating gUnce of tlie sjKctators He threw 
money among the children and attempted to make 
his way through the thron,, 

^\ e had proceeded only a few steps when in aged 
hare footed friar was observed to bp making up to 
the Prince hly lord be aid bestow some portion 
of your wealth upon our hladonna and she shall 
pray for vou This he spoke in a tone that sur 
prised us hut the crowd bore him away Our own 
party meanwliile had increased consisting of an 
English lord whom the Prince had once met at 
Nizza some Leghorn merchants a Dutch canon a 
French ahht with ladies and a Russian officer The 
countenance of this last had somethin^, very extra 
ordinary in it that attracted vet defied theeje 
Never had I seen one presenting such v anety of fea 
ture and so little character at once combining an 
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expression of good nature witli a repulsive coldness 
All human passions appeared to hai e done their 
work j to have left deep traces , hut as if they had 
burned themselves out Nothing remained beyond 
that quiet, yet deep searchmg glance of a master of 
the human character, — a glance avoided by every 
eye This singular man folloived us at some dis- 
tance, apparently taking a very trivial interest in 
what passed 

We stopt before a shop where a lottery uas going 
forward The ladies put in their names, and we 
followed their example, not excepting the Prince. 
He won a snuff-box, and, as he opened it, I observed 
him turn pale It contained the lost key " What 
can this mean?” said the Prince to me, when we had 
a moment to ourselves “ A superior power seems 
to follow me, an invisible hand guides my actions, 
and omniscience sweeps around me Yes, some 
secret power, which I cannot avoid, directs all my 
steps I must find out this Armenian, and extort 
some information from him ” 

The sun was going down as we approached the 
pleasure-house, where the evemng festival was held 
The Prince’s name had now increased our numbers 
to sixteen, including, besides those mentioned, a cer- 
tain virtuoso from Rome, a Swiss, and an adventur- 
er from Palermo in his uniform, and a soi-disant 
captain It was agreed to spend the evening here. 
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and to proceed home by the bght of torclici. TIio 
entertainment was very ctcclicnt all very lively 
and the Prince excited the coriositt and wonder of 
the party hr relating bis adventure of the hc) A 
long argument upon it took place most of the audi 
enee stoutly maintaining that there roust be some 
trick some deep game at the bottom of the whole 
The Abbe pretty well flushed inth winc resolt 
ed at the idea of the spirtnal w orJd the Fngbsh 
man talked blasphemy while the musician made 
sign of the cross to aroint the dci il A fen nmon;, 
whom was the Prince hiirself declared for n sus- 
pension of judgment upon similar occurrences 
while the Russian officer busily engaged wath llic 
ladies appeared to pay no attention to the coincrsa 
tion It was not remarked that during the heat of 
the discussion the Sicilian had slipt away nnd in 
the course of half an hour returned cn\ eloped m a 
mantle and placed himself behind the Frenchman s 
chair Yow arc courageous enough to declare war 
against the whole world of spirits i\Ir Abbt would 
you like to encounter a single one ^ 

Done cried the Abbt if you will engage to 

supply me wtb one 

That will I do repbed the Sicilian as he ap 
preached nearer should these ladies and gentle 
men he agreeable 

Why 60? inquired tlie Englishman a 
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good l)oId ghost IS surd)’’ not afraid of a small 
part) ” 

“ I cannot he cure of the consequences, sir ” 

“ Then in Hea\ en*o name no ' desist,” cried all the 
women ronnd the table, as thej rose from their seats 
“ Nav, let the ghost e’en come,” continued the 
Abbe , “ but u afn him, beforehand, that he u ill be 
spitted without ceremony,” pointing to a neiglibour’s 
sword, “if he should not behai a himself ” 

That } oil may settle as i ou think proper, uhen 
the time comes,” said the Sicilian lery coollj, “ if 
j ou can maintain the same courageous mood ” Then 
turning towards the Prince, “ hly gracious lord,” 
he said, “ they maintain that your key has fallen 
into some one’s hands , do 5 ou know whose 
“ No ” 

“ Can j ou imagine no one 
“ 111 truth I hai e a suspicion ” 

“ Should YOU recognize the person, were you to 
see him^” 

“ Indeed, I should ” 

Here, the Sicilian, throuing his mantle aside, 
drew forth a mirror u Inch he held before the Prince 
“ Is this the person ?” 

The prince recoiled from it uith affright. 

“ What has your Excellency seen I inquired 
“ The Armenian ” 

The Sicilian replaced the mirror under his 
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mantle Was it really tlie person j ou suspected ? 
inquired the whole party 

The same replied the Prince 
All changed colour— tlicir laughter ceased ci erj 
eye uais fixed upon the Sicilian 

Monsieur 1 Ahbt cried the Englishman tin, 
affair is becoming serious— N ou had better retract 
^cs the fellou is possc sed exclaimed the 
Frenchman as he ran out of the house The mo 
men were at his heels the airtuooo folloued the 
Momen uith the same feeble cry the Dutch canon 
snored m his chair and the llussian took no notice 
of nliat passed 

Perhaps said the Prince to tlic Sicilian 
Tou base only been joKing with us, as he cast 
his eye o\cr our diminished number** — or were 
}ou indeed thinking of keeping jour word? — 
That was I of a truth returned the Sicilian 
ith the Abht indeed I iras joking for I w ell 
knew the poltroon dared not redeem his pled^^e It 
is besides rather too serious an affair to turn into 
jest 

Do you pretend to boast then that it is realU 
in your power to do as much as you hav o said ? 

Our magician paused at the question some time 
and seemed to be measuring the Prince sharplj with 
his eje 

At last he answered — 1 cs ' 
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The Prince’s curiosity ivas now raised to its 
highest pitch It had alwajs been Ins leading weah- 
ness to imagine himself in some wa} connected 
ivith the spiritual world , and the appearance of the 
Armenian, from the first, had revived this enthusi- 
astic propensity, which maturer reasoning had begun 
to dissipate He took the Sicilian on one side, and 
I observed that he conversed with him in a \er} 
confidential tone 

"You have here a man before 5 oii,” he conti- 
nued, " who burns with impatience to obtain con- 
nction upon a sub|ect like the present Wlioei er 
would undertake to remove mj doubts — to tear the 
scales from my eyes. — him would I esteem mj be- 
nefactor, him w'ould I embrace as my dearest friend 
Do you pretend to be enabled to confer so signal a 
benefit upon me r” 

" Wliat proofs do you w'ant from me ?” said the 
conjuror, somewdiat thoughtfullj ” 

" Only a single proof of your art Permit me 
to behold an apparition 

“ To wdiat wall that lead 

“ To inform me, by a closer inspection, whether 
I be indeed w'orthy of higher instruction than I hai e 
received ” 

“ I prize your w'orth, my gracious Prince There 
is a secret power in your countenance, which ^ou 
are not yourself aware of, which impressed me at first 
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sijjht \ou are more powerful than you imagine 
\ ou may draw as largely upon tvlnt art I possess 
as j ou please — but—* 

Then only grant that I may see an appari 

tion 

But I say I must 6rst be con\ meed that you 
do not make ^uch a request from mere curiosity If 
invisible powers indeed be actually at mj bidding 
1 am still under the sacred bond not to reveal their 
holy secrets for any profane purpose—! must not 
abuse m} art ’ 

3Iy view s arc pure— -I seek only irutb 
Here they left their places and retired to a win 
dou whence I could no longer hear uhat they said 
The Englishman who had also listened touched 
me on my shoulder 

Your Prince is a truly uorthy mau — I am 
sorry to see him league himself u ith an impostor 

He will soon free himself replied 1 ulicn 
he sees further into the affair 

I ivill tell you uhat said the Knglisliman 
The poor devil wants to enrich himself He will 
afford us no specimen of his art until he hears the 
money clink We are nine of us let us make a 
collection and by dint of bidding high lead him 
into temptation He will break down in the trial 
and the Prince will see with his own eyes 

Well — I am ready 
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Tlie Englisliman threw si\ guincsis upon a plate, 
and began to nwbe a collection Each subscribed 
some louis, and, in paiticular, tbc Kussi.ni appeared 
eager in tbe bclicme, and laid dow n a banlv-notc for 
one bnndred 7eclnns — a contribution wbitb i:rcatl\ 
astonished the Englishinan ^Vc handed the collec- 
tion to the Pi nice “Will -von bn-se the goodness, 
gracious Prince, to intreat tbe gentleman on our be- 
half, that he will consent to treat us to a specimen 
of his art, and recen e this small tribute of our gra- 
titude m return ’’ The Prince, throw nig a hand- 
some gold ring upon the plate, handed it to the 
Sicilian 

hi) good lords and patrons,” he began, after 
some moments' consideration, " } our libcraht} 
shocks mo It would seem that jou mistake me , — 
how ever, I wall humour ^ our good washes tbci shall 
be fulfilled But tins gold does not belong to me, 
and watb our permission it shall be applied to some 
charitable uses in behalf of tbe neigbboming con- 
vent of St Benedict The ring I wall resen e, as a 
\ei) pvecious token to leuniid me of an excellent 
Punce ” 

Our host here stepped in, and receued tbe 
money from Ins band “ He is, ne\ ertbeless, a 
great rogue,” whispered tbc Englishman to me 
“He refuses the monet, because be expects to 
make more b\ tbe Piincc ” 
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' Or said another the host understands his 
cue Whom do you unsli to see ’ now inquired 
the Sicilian The Prince considered a moment — 
his Lordship said let us see some great man 
Say the learned Pontiff Gaiiganclh this will give 
the master \erv little trouble 

The Sicilian bit his lips I dare venture to 
mock no one uho has been consecrated 

That IS bad said the Englishman perhaps 
ue might learn from him of uliat illness he died 
Ihe Slarqius of Launo} said the Prince 
ivas a French Rngadier General m the late war 
and mj very dear friend At the battle of Hasten 
beck he receiaod lus mortal wound he was carried 
to my tent and died m my arms While m the last 
agonies he beckoned me nearer to him Prince 
I shall never behold ray country more let mo con 
hde a secret to you of which I only have the key 
In a convent on the borders of Flanders resides a 

herehestopt and breathed bis last Now 

if you could contrive to bring liim here and inform 

me what he would have said 

Well put by God! cned the Englishman 
I will call thee a second Solomon when you sup 
ply the re t of the sentence 

W^e all commended the Princes choice mean 
while the magician strode up and down the 
room pparently undecided in what way to act 
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" And was that all the dying man communicated 
to you 
“ AllJ” 

“ Did you make no further inquiries — none m 
his native country 

“ They were all useless ” 

“ And had the IMarquis led an upright life ^ It 
IS not every dead man I should like to call ” 

“ He died in penitence, lamenting the errors of 
his youth.” 

“ Do you happen to possess any memorial of 
him by you ? ’ 

“ I do and the Prince here took out a snuff- 
ho\ •wnth a miniature portrait m enamel on its sur- 
face, which I had before ohser\ ed lying near him 
on the table ” 

“ Nay I do not wish to know Leas e me 

alone noss"^, and you shall see the deceased ” 

Here he motioned us into another apartment, to 
remain until sve should be called Then he directly 
began to remove all the furniture in the room, 
threw up the ssundosvs, and closed the sashes s er) 
carefully He desired tlie liost, ssitli sshom he ap- 
peared on very good terms, to bring him a s essel of 
live coals, and to extinguish all the rest of the fires 
in the house Before going, he required from each, 
on our ssord of honour, the most unqualified secrecy 
in regard to every thing sve should either see or 
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liear Tlie doors of all the cliambcrs bc\ond tin. 
pavilion into >rluch wc retired were fast locked ond 
bolted 

Pa.st eleven nt night an avvful silence l>ervaded 
the place As wo went ont the lltmian inquired 
if w e had any of us loaded pi&tols h) us For 
what? I inquired — Against any emergency" 
was the answer and observing that he would go 
and inquire he left us Baron F-- and I threw 
up a window overlooking the same |»a\ilion and wo 
thought we could catch the voices of two men wins 
penn^j and a noise like the procession and then 
the setting down of a bier Still tbis was only con 
jecture and I could not senture to pronounce tt real 
The Russian returned with a pair of pistols he 
had been absent about half an hour ^^cwatchc<I 
him load them heavily It was nearly two odock 
before our magician again appeared when ho in 
formed us that every thing was in readiness Be 
fore we re entered he hade us pull off our shoos 
and appear onlj in our under dres-s— in our slurts 
and hose The room was fastened behind us os 
before 

As sve walked into the hall we found a large 
cirde described with coal which would easily in 
elude us all— being ten The boards had been 
taken up round the four sides of the place so os 
to leave us standing os it were upon an island 
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There was an altar, hung round with black crape, 
raised m the midst of the circle, underneath which 
was spread a cloth of scarlet satin. A Chaldaic bible 
lay near a human skull fixed upon the altar , to 
which a silver crucifix rvas attached Instead of 
candles, some kind of spirit was burning upon a 
silver cover A thick cloud of olibane darkened 
the room, which nearly extinguished the light 
The exorciser appeared clad like ourselves — only 
hare-footed , and round his naked neck he wore an 
amulet tied to a chain of man’s liair , over his loins 
he wore a white apiou, wToiight with strange 
cyphers and symbolical figures lie requested us to 
join hands m a ring, and to preserve strict silence, 
enjoining us particularly to put no question to the 
apparition He entreated the Englishman and 
myself, wdiom he appeared most to distrust — to hold 
two naked swords m the form of a cross, about 
an inch above Ins bead, during the continuance of 
the interview We stood round him in a half- 
circle, — the Russian olheer pressing close on the 
Englishman, and next to the altar His face 
turned towards the east, our magician now placed 
himself on the foot-cloth of the altar, spnnlcled holy 
water to the four quarters of the world — and pro- 
strated himself thrice before the bible His conju- 
ration lasted little more than five minutes, quite 
unintelligible to us , and on its conclusion be made 
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sigjU to tliG one next him to hold him fast by the 
hair of Ins head Then m the wildest emotion ho 
called on the deceased by his name—repcated it 
three times and at last stretched forth his hand 
towards the crucifiv 

Precisely at the same moment we each of us 
felt a shock like that of lightning communicating 
from one to another a crash of thunder shook the 
house the doors slammed together, the locks clang 
ed the wck in the siUer case fell the light went 
out and on the opposite side of the wall oxer the 
chimney, there stood a figure— a human figure m 
bloody shroud and pale was the countemnet as that 
of a dying man 

Who calls me > cried a faint and holloxv voice 
Thy friend replied the magician one who 
honours thy memory and prays for thy soul at the 
same time mentioning the Prmcc s nam 

The answers followed at long mtcrvaL> hat 
xvishes he ? said the xoicc m a sad tone 

He xnslies to obtain the rest of your confes 
sion of your dying wools only half uttered in 
this xvorld 

In a conv ent upon the Flemish borders 

Here the house trembled under a fresh shock 
the doors suddenly sprang open lightnings illu 
mined the apartment and another bodily form 
bloody and pale as the former but far more ap 
VOL in II 
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palling, stood on the threshold of the door The 
spirit lighted up of itself^ and the whole place grew 
lighter than before' 

" Who IS among us cried the magician,, in real 
alarm, and cast a sharp glance, full of agony, at us 
all “ I have not called thee,’' he said But with 
slow majestic step, the form approached the altar, 
stood upon the foot-cloth opposite us, and grasped 
the crucifix The first figure was no longer to be 
seen 

Who calls, me inquired the second appari- 
tion The magician shook from head to foot , we 
stood fixed in mingled surprize and dread I seized 
a pistol, but the magician snatched it out of my 
hands, and turned it away from the figure the 
balls rolled out slowly off the altar, while the 
figure came unchanged from amidst the surround- 
ing smoke The magician now sunk senseless to 
the ground 

“ What means that , cried the Englishman, 
in great surprize, at the same time making a pass 
at the figure with his sword It stretched forth its 
arm, and the weapon fell to the ground The dew 
of agony stood on my forehead Baron F as he 
afterwards confessed, was praying The Prince stood 
perfectly calm and fearless, his eyes fixed intently 
upon the form. 

“ Yes, I know you,” at last he cried, full of 
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emotion you arc Lannoy— mj friend J Whence 
comest thou ? 

' Eternity 13 silent Speak respecting our past 
life 

ho resides in the convent \('hich } ou men 

tioned > 

i\Iy- daughter 

"What * were } ou a father > 

‘ Woe to me 1 too little so indeed 
* Are you not then happy Lannoy ? can I con 
ftr upon you the least service in this tiorld? 

None* — only look to — only think of your 
self 

How must I do that? 

' At Rome you will learn !— no more 
A fresh thunder-clap was heard a thick dark 
cloud tilled the chamber and when it again dis« 
persed no figure was to be seen I opened a win 
dow sash it was now morning The magician at 
length recovered from liis swoon ^Vherc are we? 
he faintly inquired as he caught the day light The 
Russian officer stood close behind lum Juggler 
he cried casting a temfic look never shall tliou 
call a spirit more 

The Sicilian was staggered —glanced keenly 
at him for a moment and uttering a fond shriek 
fell at hi8 feet All of us now gazed stedfastly at 
the supposed Russian The Prince soon recognized 

Ji2 
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the features of Ins Armenian, and the accents he 
was about to utter died upon Ins lijis Sinpn/e and 
honor seemed to ha\e rnetted us to the spot i\Io- 
tionless and silent, nc regarded this mtstenous 
being, who, ivith a liaiight), quiet looh of pouer, 
seemed to read our souls Tins an ful pause lasted 
a minute , and again, another No one of us all was 
heai d to draw Ins breath 

Loud Lnoclvs at the door had, at length, the 
effect of restoring us to ourseh os The ne\t mo- 
ment it was shattered into pieces, and ofheers of 
justice rushed into the room. ''' Here wo find them 
all together,” cried their conductor, turning to the 
partjf “ In the name of the Government, I arrest 
you ” 

There was no time to think , new ere sur- 
rounded , while the Russian, now knowm to us as the 
Aimenian, took the head officer aside , and as soon 
as I had presence of mind, I remarked that he w fns- 
pered something in Ins ear , at the same time, show - 
ing him a ivritten paper With a silent and respect- 
ful motion, the chief officer left him, and talung up 
Ins hat, said to us, “ Forgive me, gentlemen, for 
coiifoniding you together with this ule impostor 
here I make no inquiiies who you are, it is 
enough F at tins gentleman assures me you are men 
of honour ” He motioned to Ins attendants, wdio loft 
us , while they proceeded to bind, and keep guard 
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over the Sicilian Their officer then remarked The 
1 wn e was once too quick for us seven months 
long ive have had our eye upon him tvithout 
success 

This wretched being was truly an object of 
commiseration The double shocks just received 
from the second appantton and from this unes 
pected calamity had completely o\ erwhelmed him 
They bound him like a child his eyes were fixed 
his face deadly pale and his lips shoo! with involun 
tary motion without uttering a word We expected 
him every moment to fall into convul ions The 
Prince compassionated bis condition and promised 
to exert himself on hts behalf with the miiusters of 
justice this he also did upqn the spot 

Perhaps your Excellency said the officer 
does not know the man for whom you so greatly 
interest yourself His list knaiish attempt is th*^ 
least of his manifold offences We ha>e the evi 
denceofhi accomplices which is frightful ud he 
may truly congratulate himself if he escape with 
the galleys Meanwhile we beheld our hoit toge 
ther with Ins sen ant all bound marched through 
the court Him too' cried the Prince what has 
he done^ He was an accomplice replied the of 
ficer long since familiar with his knavene and 
impostures and a partner in bis booty Your E\ 
cellencv shall soon be convinced he continued turn 



POPUI.AK TALES 


loO 


ing towards his men ^ “ let them he searched, and 
bring me an account of every article found,” 

The Prmce now loolced round for the Arme- 
nian he was no longer among us , in the general 
confusion which ensued, he had contrived to escape 
unnoticed His Excellency was inconsolable he 
wished to despatch the whole of his attendants in 
pursuit, as iveU as to accompany them I ran to 
tlie ivindow , the house was surrounded with the 
inquisitive of all ranks, so thronged as quite to block 
up the way This I hinted to the Prmce that if it 
were really his object to keep concealed, he knew 
the method, far better than we, how to find him out, 
and he might set all our inquiries at defiance Per- 
haps these ofhcers, to whom, if I saw right, he in- 
troduced himself, may throw some light upon the 
subject. 

We now recollected, for the first time, that we 
were in our undress, and we retired to our rooms to 
array ourselves as fast as possible When we re- 
turned, the enjoined search was completed. 

, On removing the altar, and some of the boards 
of the room, a large vault was discovered, in which 
a man might sit upright, ivith a door at one end, 
which opened upon narrow steps leading into the 
cellars below Here there was found an electrifying 
machine , a watch , a small silver clock, which, as 
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well as the machine communicated mth the altar 
and with a crucifix attached to it A ivindow shutter 
opposite to the chimney piece Mas found divided 
with a sliding hoard attaclicd so os to admit asuc 
conjectured a magic lanthom which reflected the 
figure as we aftenrards Icamt on the other side of 
the wall From the ground floor and cellar* were 
brought s number of large drums n ith leather balls 
attached to them by strong cords intended to imi 
tate the noise of thunder such os mc had heard 
On examining the clothes of the Sicilian o case 
containing different kinds of powder was found along 
withmercury in phials and boxes a ring discovered 
to possess magnetic power being found to hang from 
a steel button a paternoster m his coat pocket 
a Jews beard a pair of pocket pistols and a dag 
gcr Let us sec whether that be loaded cried 
one of the officers os he took one and fired it into 
the chimney Oh Jesus Itroriu * cried a voicl 
which we recognized for that of the first apparition 
and the next moment a bloody figure tumbled out of 
the chimney Art thou not yet laid poor ghost ^ 
cried the Englishman while all the rest of us drew 
hack in alarm Horae to thy grave I thou hast 
appeared what thou wert not —now thou w lit be 
come what thou didst seem 

Jesus Maria • I am wounded repeated the 
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mail fiom tlie cliimney The ball had sh ittered his 
right legj and surgical assistance uas instantlj pro- 
cured for the pool ghost 

" Who are you then, and what ei il demon stuck 
you here in the chimney 

I am a poor barefooted friar,” replied the man , 
" a strange gentleman offered me some zecluns, if 
I ” 

” If you would repeat the liturgy, I suppose,” 
said the Englishman , " and udiy did not }ou with- 
draw after service 

“ He was to give me a sign to come out, but this 
was forgotten , and when I wished to come down, 
I found the ladder was gone ” 

" And what was really the task assigned you 

Here the man fainted, and prevented our hearing 
any thing farther from him W^lien we drew nearer, 
we found he was the same person who had accosted 
the Pnnce ivitli so much warmth the evening be- 
foie 

Meanwhile the Pimce turned to the chief oflicer 
You have rescued us,” he said, presenting him 
uuth a gold piece, "from the hands of an impostoi, 
and, without any explanation, done us the justice to 
acquit us from any participation in his views Will 
you add a further inotive to our gratitude, by inform- 
ing us Avho the stranger was who procured oui free- 
dom from your hands, by exchanging a feu words ” 



^Vhom do you ftllude to? replied the olRcer 
an air which showed plainly hon useless the 
question v, as 

I mean the gentleman in Russian unifdrm 
nho took }ou on one side slioucd you a piper and 
whispered something in your ear 

AVliat did not you know him ? inquired the 
ofBcer did not he belong to jour part\ ? 

J»o said the Prince and for \crj weighty 
reasons I wished to tiecomc better acquainted with 
him 

And I repeated the man 1 now nothing 
anoreoflum cicn his mmt. is unknown tome and 
I ncicr saw him m my life before 

IIow • and in so short a time by a mere word 
could he so far influence you as to lead you to pro> 
nounceliim and the rest of us all innocent 1 
It IS true — by a single word 

And this Avas I confess that I wish to 

know it 

Tins unknown my gracious Lord — while 
he shook the zechins m his hand— \ ou have been 
too generous with me to refuse you any thing how 
ever secret — This unknomi was an ofEcer of tlie 
Inquisition 

Of the State Inquisition?— this I 
No other gracious Sir And upon his mfor 
mation I acted in coming here in order to arrest the 
11 5 
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conjuror” We here exchanged looks of astonish- 
ment 

“ This, then, makes it clear, why the poor devil 
of a conjuror was so horribly frightened when he 
looked into his face He knew him for a spy, and 
so made that dreadful outcry, and fell at his feet ” 

“ And yet more exclaimed the Prince , '' this 
man is every thing he wishes to be, and all that he 
instantly wishes that wdl become What he really 
IS no mortal has yet been able to learn Did not 
you observe the Sicilian sink into nothing when he 
cried in his ear ‘ Thou shalt never call a spirit 
more ’ There is more in this No one shall con- 
vince me that affright such as his resulted from any 
human agency ” 

Respecting this the magician himself ought to 
be the best judge,” said his Lordship, " if this offi- 
cer will be kind enough to afford us some opportu- 
nity of examining the prisoner,” turning to the de- 
puty of the Inquisition 

The officer promised that we should , and we 
then agreed with the Englishman that we would 
pay him a visit on the ensuing morning 

Early the next day Lord Seymour appeared, and 
was soon follou ed by a trusty person despatched by 
the minister of justice, to conduct us to the pri- 
soner 

I have forgotten to mention, that during some 
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days past the Prince had missed one of his hunts 
men born at Bremen who had served him faith 
fully for many years and possessed his utmost con 
fidence Whether he had met iwth some accident 
or had run away no one hnew There was no pro 
bahihty of the latter masmuch as he was a steady 
sober man who had never even been accused All 
that his companions could say of him uas that lat 
terly he had been very melancholy and was in the 
habit whenever he had a leisure moment to repair 
to a monastery of the minor brethren at the Gui 
decca where he was familiar with some of the 
monks This led us to suppose that he was perliaps 
turned Catholic and m the bands of the holy bre 
thren and as the Prince was then very indifferent 
as to this point he ceased to think after making a 
feiv inquiries any more about him 

Still he was concerned to lose so good a servant 
one who had accompanied him in his campaigns—^ 
steward him faithfully and his loss m particular m 
a foreign land could not so easily be suppbed 

To day as we ivere just setting out the Prince s 
Steward, who had been commissioned to find a sue 
cessor presented his Excellency with a well dressed 
well built middle aged man, who had long been 
secretary to a procurator could speak French and 
a little German/ and possessed the best character 
His features were pleasing and when he moreoier 
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heard that his salary m ould depend upon the Prince’s 
approbation of his scriiccs, as \\ith Ins other ofli- 
cers, he expressed his satisfaction at the terms 
We found the Sicilian in prnatc captnitj, 
i\here he iias placed in order to niahe it agreeahle 
to the Piince, as i\c learnt from the oflicer, before 
he was consigned to the leaden-roofed prisons, from 
which there a\ as no exit Tlle^ constitute the most 
terrific captlvlt^ in all Venice, l 5 ing underneath the 
Pala7zo San hlarco, where the unhappj coin icts arc 
suhiected to the piercing ra^s of the sun, collected, 
as in a focus, so is often to produce raging madness 
and insanity of the n orst hind The poor Sicilian 
had reco^ored from the eflccts of his late trials, and 
respectfull} honed to the Prince One leg and 
hand were chained , hut so as to permit him to n alk 
about the apartment The guard, as ne entered, 
immediately retired 

" I come,” said the Prince, after n e had taken 
oui station, ‘ to intreat an explanation n itli } ou in 
regard to two points In one }ou are m-\ debtor, 
and it mil prove nothing to ) our disadr antage nhen 
YOU satisfy me as to the other ” '' 

“ My part is played,” replied the Sicilian “ my 
destiny is in your Excellency’s hands ” 

Perfect candour and sincerity onlj , can at all 
relieve you ” 

“ Then speak, most giacious Prince, I am 
eager to reply, for I have now no more to lose ” 
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\ou exhibited to me the countenance of the 
Armenian in your mirror ’ how did you contrive to 
do that ^ 

It was no mirror wlitclr you saiv It was 
merelj a pastil painting sliowii from behind a glass 
presented h^ a man in an \nnciiiin Inhit which 
deceived you "Mj dcxtcriti the duskness of the 
evening ymir own astonishment countenanced the 
deceit The portrait will he found among the other 
articles collected in the court of the hostelry 

letliow came you to read mj thought and 
hit 80 suddenly upon the Armenian ? 

Tins w as not difficult gracious Prince douht 
less you have yourself conversed of the odicnturc 
before ) our domestics at your own table One of my 
creatures commenced an acquaintance with an hunts 
man m your service and drew from him at the Gui 
decca everything that was ncccssarj tom\ purpose 
Where is the huntsman now ? inquired the 
Prince 1 mis him and you doubtless know 
where he is 

No I swear that I do not in the least I 
have never seen him and my sole business with 
him was what 1 have mentioned 

Proceed observed the Prince 
Id this manner I got m^ information respect 
ing your re iconce and affairs in Venice and re 
solved to tal o advantage of them "i ou see graci 
ous Sir that Ian candid I knew of your intended 
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exclusion upon the Brenta , — I had taken in) mea- 
sures, nnd a kc) mIucIi )on accidcntnlh let fall, 
afforded me a ground-uork for nn scheme ” 

" IIou ’ then I uasgrentl) in error Was the 
box u itli the kc) in it )our uork, nnd not that of 
the Armenian I)o)ou say that I dropped the key >" 

"Yes, when ^ on drew out your purse, and I 
seized the opportunity, uhcii no one saw me, to 
place my foot upon it The person at the lottery 
w'as my accomjilite nnd it was tontrn ed that y on 
should draw from a\cssel in which there were no 
blanks, and the key had long lam in tlie box before 
you w'on it " 

" I take yon now , and who was the barc-footed 
monk w'ho threw' himself in my w ay, and spoke so 
pointedly ” 

" The same man who, I hear, has been v minded 
111 the chimney , and one of my accomplices w lio, 
under that habit, has rendered me a variety of ser- 
vices *' 

“ But for w'hnt purpose w'ns this done 

" In order to excite ymiir curiosity and astonish- 
ment, and make you imagine I w as in some w ay 
connected W'ltli you — that there w’as something 
mysterious ” 

" And the pantomimic dance, which took so 
strange and unexpected a turn, — w as that, too, your 
idea 

" Yes, the maiden Queen was instructed by me 
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in the part she played I ^ras aware Jt would have 
the effect of surprising yout Excellency not a little 
to he accosted hy your own name and you must 
confess that your adventure with the Armenian 
was sufficient to authonxe my views upon )ou and 
to lay a fresh tram of supernatural agency 

In truth exclaimed the Pnncc with an air 
of surprise and vexation as he cast a speaking 
glance at us in truth I bad not calculated upon 
this ' Again he continued after a long pause 
hou did you contrive to raise the figure which 
appeared over the chimney on the wall ? 

By means of the magic lanthom which was 
placed on the opposite side of the window sliutters 
tvhere you doubtless found the aperture 

But how did you contnvc inquired Lord Sey 
mour that vve were none of us aware of it ? 

Please to recollect my gracious lord that a 
thick smoke obscured the whole hall when jou re 
turned into it I had also the precaution to remove 
the floor and place the boards against the window 
where the magic>lanthorn was inserted so that you 
could not easily discern this part of the window 
sashes Besides the lantern remained concealed by 
means of a sliding board until you had all taken 
your places and there was no danger of your making 
any further search 

How came it I inquired that we heard a 
noise Lke that of Jetting down a bier as we Joolved 
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out of thewnulou towards the oilier p.u ilum ~v as 
it real 1 } sucli^” 

“ Quite correct The litter liroutrlit iiu cnnijia- 
111011, coiueied secrctli tlirou*:!! tlie v iiulow, lu order 
to direct the iiiagic-laiilliorn , and thus produced 
tlie noise ” 

“ The figure,” continued the Prince, “ liore some 
reseiiiblancc to niy deceased friend , for he had a 
pale coinplcMon Was this mere coincidence 

“ No , \ our Evcellencj inaj remenihcr that t ou 
placed a small ho\ near )ou on the tilde, with an 
ollicer's portrait in enamel on the surface I inquired 
of you, whether it were that of some friend, pre- 
sen od as a keep-sake , and ton informed me it was 
Possessing some talent for taking lilvcnesscs, I found 
It easy to make a duplicate, and the more so, as the 
most striking features of the IVIarquis lie in the 
C) cs ” 

“ Yet the form appeared to moie^” 

" Yes, appeared , hut it w as onlj the thick 
smoke put in motion h) its shining appearance ” 

" And did the man w horn w c shot in the chini- 
ney speak in its name 
“ E\ en so ” 

“ I should think hp could liardl} liaic heard tlie 
question put ” 

“ That was not necessary Recollect, gracious 
Prince, that I enjoined yon to put no questions to 
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the spirit Jh question and ansnerncrc nlre'i(l\ 
prepared and to atoid all ftar of mistahe I 
ordered a long pause bctMccn according as the 
dock struck 

^ou commanded the host to extinguish all the 
fires in the hou e in order douhtlcss— - 

To pLce my companion in the cliimncy out of 
danger the Hues of the clitmnc)s all communicating 
and I moreover suspected some of your Excellency s 
tram 

IIou happened it inquired Lord Se)mour 
that yonr gliost came neither sooner nor later 
than he nas n anted? 

Jfj ghost had been ready a good \\hile before 
1 had occasion to summon him lieu as there but 
}ou could not discern him as long as the oil u os 
huming ho uas cast into the shade When mj 
conjurations ucrc finished the lights extinguished 
and all uas dark the shadow stood out from the 
nail upon uliich it had lon^ been reflLcted 

W^hen it appeared liouocr uecach and all 
of us felt a strooj, shock like being struck uith 
lightning 

\es from mj electrifjing machine u Inch you 
since discovered under the altar kou saw him 
stand upon a silk foot cloth 1 placed jou in a half 
circle taking hold of each others hands uhen I 
hadejou take hold of mj hair The crucifix u as 
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the conductor, and you received the btrohe the mo- 
ment I touched it ” 

“ You commanded Count O and myself,” 

said Lord Seymour, “ to hold two crossed swords o\ er 
your head, as long as the coniuration and interview 
should continue Why u as tins 

" Merely to distract your attention from the ob- 
ject I had in view, by engaging your attention , and 
you may recollect that I enjoined you to hold the 
swords exactly an inch above my head, so as to pre- 
vent you from directing your looks to other objects 
Yet, alas' I omitted my worst enemy — I was not 
aware of his presence then , our eyes had not met ” 

" I confess,” said Lord Seymour, " you display- 
ed no little foresight , but why were we to appear 
in our undress 

" Blerely to give more importance to the cere- 
mony, and to raise your imaginations beyond the 
common pitch ” 

“ The second apparition did not permit your 
ghost to finish his sentence,” said the Prince “ n hat 
was he going to tell us f*” 

Merely the same thing winch you heard after- 
wards I inquired purposely, whether your dying 
friend had declared nothing more than what you 
had stated to me , and if you had not made some 
further inquiries, in order to obviate any danger of 
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conflicljiig crjdcnct bct\mn rmir nif rmatjon and 
mj ghosts confi'Mion I tnquirid ri^ipccung Ini 
youthful mors and \\1 other lie hid lc<l an upright 
lift adipting my aniwer ocrnrdingle 

^ou have non aaid the Prince after a long 
pause gt'tn ui a satisfictory txphnalion \el 
there remains one jvunt upon ulncli I srii!i to t>c 
fully informed and it ii the most important ** 

As far as it ma\ U in iHiutr aimmind 
mo 

No proteitatinni no conditions justice in 
nhme grwp jou now trcmldc would not pul the 
question to you in so mdd a manner ho nns the 
unknown before svhom srs. saw )ou recoil and fill f 
What knon you of him hon did you liecome ac 
quainted and nhat is your conniption nith the 
second apparition ? 

"Most gracious Prince— 

^^hcn you looked ot him jou uttered a loud 
cry and fill at his fiPt ^^h} didjoudo this? 
svhat does it mean? I must know all 

This unknown my gracious Princo— ■ he 
paused his emotions here became csidcnt he 
glanced at us all round srith a distracted eje 
\ca Ly Heavens^ most gracious Prince lliii tin 
known w n temfic \mn” 

^VImt I now JOU of him I saj > cried the 
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Pnnco, catclniig Ins look of liorror “ \\ Int is 
\our connection luin ^ Nn^, hope not to con- 

ceal the real truth " 

“ Of that I ha\e, indeecl, no hope , for \\ho ^\lli 
assure me that he is not, at this time, staiuling 
among us 

“ \Micre ? — uho^’’ crictl %ve all at the une 
moment , and loolvcd at e ich other m ith an attempt 
at laughter, hut uith real surprise md terror “ It 
lb not possible "ue added 

“ Knou ■\ou the man — or rather the being, 
■uhatever he maj he — there .ire things possible, 
ulnch arc }et dilhcult to concoue ” 

‘'Who IS he then ^ — ^^Vhence springs he ^ — 
Armenian or Kussian^ — And lum much truth is 
there in w hat he appe ir^ to be 

" He IS nothing of iihat he appears You could 
mention no situitions, no char ictcrs, no nations, of 
Minch he has not assumed the m.isk WJio he m.u 
he, Mdience he came, and m hither he goes, arc 
questions no one can solve That he long took up 
Ins residence in Egi jit, and there in one of its old 
pyramids, prosecuted the str.iuge m\ stenous inqui- 
ries, and acquired the poner and Misdoni he com- 
mands, I M ill neither pretend to a\ or, noi to dcin 
Among us he is onK knoMii h} the name of the 
Unfathomable Hom old, for instance, should \ou 
suppose him 
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Not much on this side of fift\ 

Quite right — and if I were to tell you that 
I ivas a boy of seventeen uhen my grandfather m 
formed me of this wonderful being uhom he acci 
dentally met at Zamaqusta precisely of the same 
age as he now appears — 

That IS absurd incredible and extravagant 
Not a whit I assure you and were not these 
bonds in my way I could cite you nitnesses whose 
name would he sufficient to convince you There 
are many entitled to credit who can recollect hav 
ing seen him alive m different quarters of the world 
at the «amc time and have compared dates No 
sword s point can reach him — no poison search his 
vitals nor fre burn nor ship swamp m which he 
18 Time seems to possess no power over him — 
years cannot touch his stamina — and man s appoint 
ed days blanch not his head with snow No one 
ever beheld him eat woman hath never felt his 
touch lus eyes require no sleep and out of the 
twenty four hours of the day there is only one 
known over which he is not the master during 
which no one has c\er seen him and in which he 
transacts no w orldly business 

So ' cried the Prince and what kind of 
liour IS that ^ 

The midnight liour \\ hen twelve has tolled 
he no longer belongs to the living 'Wherever he 
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nu\ lilt n linjipt n to l»( , In mii'.t !'Ua\ , «}stl*v<'- 
norJ. lie iH t i)u-i!Zt fl in, In inii''* nhstnlo'i it Tin 
lust toll of till ilocl Mi-’tiln-* him from tli" nrn of 
fruMuKlnp — froin lin* lUnr , ’ nd uonlti t.t» *>o™ 
from t!u‘ nuonu s of <lt rlh It h-**. lu r fi~’f n r- 
l.uncd \\hitlH r liu j4r)t‘«--nor wli it In’ dn^-s Xo o-.t 
M’liUirts tti jn(|mrf — nmtli to folio. \ htm , for 

the jiiomi’jit tlio fittd lioiir irr,\* hn A tun i » - 
Muno so tl'irk 'uul lorrifit t msl, — so ip{n!litiir i . t* t 
uiMttj uml scriou'-iu ss tlit\ oxpn -s, tint thi co’i* 
rat;c of the holdest f.uh to fiK llmir e\n upon lii^, or 
to -uhlrcss hun A tletllnltht* silitico suiUloitl} in- 
terrupts the most IneU tomtr-ttion, *'ml nil 
ironnd him, uilh inuard shuddermi:, n^^*;ut lus rt- 
tiini, uithout Muitunut: to rise from tht ir seits, or 
to open the door throu"!i uluch he pnssid ' 

" But is there uotlunj^ nm.irk'ihle in his ip- 
penraucc on Ins return r” impurcd one of us 

Onl\ that he looks pile and Meirs, not un- 
like u man Mho his underpuu sojm s(\eri opora- 
tion, or heird home dn idful tidino> Drops o 
blood ha\e appeared upon his shirt , tins, Iioueitr, 
I allow ma\ haic been placed there'’ 

“ And has it neior been iiltemptcd to dteene 
him in regard to the hour — to tn<»i"e him so deeph 
in some affair, as to get it o\i.r without his notiie'' 
“ Onlj onto, it IS s ud, he o\ erstejiped the cvatl 
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time It was m a large company—'purposely I cpt 
up till ver} late — all the watches utre carefully al 
tered and a warm argument ensued which he en 
tered into with a spirit which carried him away 
When the stated hour armed he suddenly paused 
—gazed round trembling from head to foot and his 
limbs grew stiff Soon his eyes were set his pulse 
heat no morcj and all means applied to recover him 
were fruitless In this state he continued until the 
hour was passed — when he suddenly recovered 
opened his eyes and resumed the thread of conver 
sation at the very syllable he had dropped it The 
general confusion of the party betrayed what bad 
pissed and he then explained that every spectator 
of the scene might well congratulate Inmsclf at 
escaping with only a shock — and the fearful 
earnestness with which he pronounced this con 
vinced all present of its truth He left the place 
that very night and returned no more 

The prevaihng opinion was that during the 
fated hour he had been engaged in secret commu 
nication with his genius Some persons suppose 
him to be some deceased who has been fated during 
three and twenty hours of the day to walk the 
earth only the tiventy fourth being reserved for 
his appearance and punishment in the world below 
Others believe he mnst be the celebrated Apollo- 
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nius of Thyino, and others again for Johannes tlie 
younger, uho, it is reported, is to remain on earth 
until the da} of judgment ” 

Respecting so extraordinar} a character," s.iid 
tlie Prince, “ a vanet; of conjectures must iindoiiht- 
edly he hazarded All that \vc ha\e hitherto heard 
Avholly rests upon hearsa^ , and }et Ins deportlnent 
towards you, and yours towards him, goes stiflici-- 
enth to prove} our mutual acquaintance Non, is 
there no strange history at the bottom of this, nith 
nhich you are intimately connected, and n Inch }ou 
seek to disguise from us 

The Sicilian cast a doubtful glance, and was 
silent 

Should it relate to soma affair you wish to 
keep seciet," continued the Prince, “I assure }ou 
in the name of both these gentlemen, that such se- 
cresy shall be most sacredly observed onl} speak 
out, without the least reservation ” 

" Could I venture to hope,” said the prisoner, 
ifter a long pause, that you n ill not employ such 
kind of information to my piejudice, I would relate 
a very singular adventure, of which I n as an c} e- 
witness, with this Armenian , — an adienture calcu- 
lated to remove all doubt of his rti} sterious powei 
I must be peimitted, however, to omit some names 
connected with it " 
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Cannot jou contrne to gwe us vour story 
without such a condition ? 

No I dare not gentlemen there is one fa- 
mily deeply implicated m it whose reputation I 
have reason to consult 

Well let us hear said the Prince 
It mar be about fiie years ago began the 
Sicilian when I was engaged in practising my art 
with tolerable success, at Naples that I met u ith a 

certam Lorenzo del 3f tc a Caiaher of tho 

order of St Stephens sprung from one of the first 
houses of the hmgdom He soon gave me his entire 
confidence and informed me that tlie Marquis his 
father was an enthusiastic admirer of the Cabbala 
and would consider himseU fortunate in liaving a 
philosopher such as be esteemed me under the 
same roof with him The old count resided at one 
of his estates near the coast, about five miles from 
Naples where wholly secluded from society he 
wept over the fate of an affectionate son snatched 
from lum m the most heart rending manner The 
Gavaher ga>e him to understand that both he and 
hi5 family were m a pecubar situation which might 
perhaps induce them to avail themselves of my se 
diet science which would possibly succeed m throw 
ing some light upon a subject to which all natural 
means had been appbed in vain He added 
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over, with peculiar emphasis, that lie slioiild sonit 
time, perhaps, have occasion to date his vvliole 
eaithl) happiness from mj hind olhccs and interpo- 
sition I did not then venture to question liim far- 
ther, and he gave me no farther evplnnation The 
affair betrayed itself, however, in the following 
manner. 

" This Loreiivn was the Count’s vonngest son, in- 
tended for an ecclesiastical life, while his brother 
was to inherit the family estitcs Ills name was Jc- 
ronymo , he had spent sev oral years in trav el, and re- 
turned about seven years before the period to which 
my narrative applies, in order to celebrate Ins nuptials 
with an only daughter of the neighbouring house 

of C tti, an alliance contemplated from their 

childhood, with the v lew of uniting the property of 
the two adiacent families in one Notw'ithbtanding 
this arrangement, sole!} a matter of cxpcdieiicv, 
in which the choice of the parties w as not consulted, 
the hearts of the betrothed had v'oluntarily become 
attached, requiiing little art to promote tlie object 
in vuew Antonia, accustomed to behold her Jero- 
nymo as her destined companion, carl} opened her 
whole heart and feelings, wdiile the harmony of 
their characters, approaching closer and closer, soon 
ripened into fervent lov c Four v cars’ absence had 
not cooled It, and Jeronymo was now hastening to 
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claim Ills Lridc as passionstLly as if lie Iiad nexer 
left her side 

The delight of meeting was scarce!) over and 
the preparations for the nuptials completed nheti 
the bridegroom disappeared He had been acciis 
tomed to spend Ins ercnings nt a villa, commanding 
aaicwof the sea and often took an excursion on 
the water One night he remained longer than 
usual messengers were sent in pursuit boats were 
put out but no one met witb bim None of Ins 
sonants wore missing and none bad accompanied 
him riic ni^ht elapsed without Ins making Ins ap 
pearance —the morrow mid da) opening and)Ct 
noJeron)mo The most alarming prognostics were 
now mdulgCd Next tidings came of Algerine cor 
sairs luring scoured the coast thcdi) before and 
earned off seieral of the neighbouring inhabitants 
Two gallo)8 were instsAitly manned the old ^Inr 
quis taking the command of one with the resolu 
tion of saving Ins son if possible at the risl of his 
ow n lift On the third dny he ^ot sight of the cor 
saiTb of whom tlicj had the advantage of the wind 
and at length opprosclKd them so close that Lo 
renzo imagined he could behold his brothers signal 
on the enemy s deck when suddenl) they were se- 
parated by a storm With difficulty the shattered 
vessels stood the sea — tlicir prize disappeared and 
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tliey were compelled to seek refuge at Blaltu The 
wretchedness of the family was hej ond description , 
the aged father tore his hair, and the life of the 
young countess was in imminent danger 

“ During five ■\ears, their incessant inquiries 
were in A^aiii They Mcnt o\er the iihole line of the 
Algerine coasts — vast sums iiere ollercd for ransom, 
in case he survived, but ii itliout ai ail At length it 
was concluded, that the piratical vessel hy mIiicIi he 
was captured must ha^e been lost in the storm, 
along uith all its crew Yet, however probable, this 
did not utterly destroy all hope — it u as still possi- 
ble that the lost one might appear Soon the family 
must either relinquish all expectation of succession, 
or the younger brother must resign his ecclesiastical 
profession, and enter upon the cider’s rights 

" Whatever degree of iniustice there might ap- 
pear in thus disinheriting the eldest brother, as far as 
there was no certainty of his death, yet such a pos- 
sihihty was so remote, as not to he placed in com- 
petition with the total extinction of an illustrious 
house Grief and^age had nou nearly brought the 
Marquis to the tomb, the last remnants of hope 
forsook him , he saw the approaching fate of Ins 
ancient name and family, only to he ai oulod hy an 
act of apparent injustice towards his oldest and 
dearest son He wished to fulfil his contract intli 
the neighbouring family of C ^tti, which would 
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onlj require to change a single nimc — tlie object 
of both faniilies might }et he realised hy the Conn 
tess Antonia becoming the consort of Lorenzo As 
the aged Alarquiss expectations of his eldest sons 
return became more and more extinct he turned to 
the nuptials of the younger ns the sole meins of 
mitigating the uneasiness lie A-lt 

The chief obstacle to this arringcment laj in 
the joung Lorenzo Not flattend b} the prospect 
of such possessions nor ficling the passion tint Ind 
actuated the heart of his brother he crinced the 
most generous reluctance to investing himself with 
that brothers rights and receiving his betrothed 
bride to bis arms Besides he might still be m ex 
istence^ and return to claim liis oven Is not the 
sad captivity of mj dear Jeronvmo enough he 
would say vnthoiif embittering his Jot by deprn 
mg him of cTcrj thing he once held dear’ How 
could I hope for Ilca^cnaorhisrorgncncss were ho 
to return and find Ins bride in mj arms — with 
what face could I hasten forward to greet him 
Even supposing that lie is snatched from us for ever 
can we better honour his memorj than by leaving 
the vacancy he has left in our societj still empty 
as if we had buried our best hopes with him in the 
grave leav ing them sacred a sacrifice to the dead' 
Tiiese truly fraternal and scnsitiv c objections 
were soon however overruled by the aged Jlarquis 
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'\\ho longed to perpetuate a fanuK wlncli li.ul llou- 
nsliecl so manj centuries, though it •u.is not hcfore 
the lapse of tu o } ears that Lor(>n 70 u ould consent 
to lead Jeroii) mo’s hridc to the altar Dunn" this 
last period, their inquiries -uerc rcdouhlcd, Lfren^o 
hijnself talving several ^ovages, and no expense uas 
•spared to obtain a clue of lus lost brother, but these 
two years elapsed as all the former ones had done 

''And the Countess Antonia^” inquired the 
Prince , " you say nothing in regard to her Could 
she deliver herself up tameh to her e\ il dcstiin ^ — 
I cannot believe it ” 

" Antonia’s situation was truly pitiable it was 
a conflict betw een duty and passion — a\ ersion and 
surpri/e The unavailing gcnerosit) of her lost 
love’s brother touched her She could not aioid 
honouring the being wdiom she could not loi c , and 
her heart w’as torn by a variety of contending emo- 
tions Her dislike seemed to increase, too, in pro- 
portion as he sought to win her regard He iiewed 
her uncomplaining grief w itli evident concern , 
tender compassion took the place of indiflerence, 
and this treacherous feeling soon betraj ed him into 
areal passion Yet he still appeared to gne ear 
only to lus more generous feelings at the expense 
of lus heart — he w as the only one who seemed to 
protect the unhappy victim ready to be sacrihced 
for lus sake Yet all his wishes to serve her w'cre 
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\ain though they sen ed to place his m ignanimit} 
111 a still more favourable light and to deprive the 
joung Counte «!3 of almost c\crj excuse for resist 
ing the iMshea of the family 

Such was the situation of its nffiirs at the 
period the young Cavalier innted me to hia father s 
\ulla The warm recommendation of my patron 
ohtamed for me a rcctption hc}ond m} most san 
guine hopes I must not here omit to mention that 
on mg to some succesaful operations I h id succeeded 
in acquiring, a reputation which griailj added to 
the confidence reposed m me and raised the old 
Marquis a expectations of me to a high pitch To 
what a length this had proceeded and by uhat 
means I am about to inform you and from nhat 
you alrcad} knon you will easily be able to decide 
ns to the rest As I availed myself of all the myste 
nous works of the old ‘Marquis s excellent library I 
soon began to converse with him m his own tongue 
and to bring mj svstcoi of the invisible world m 
harmonv with his own opinions In short I made 
lam believe what I pleased and he plac d os much 
faith in the communications of philosophers with 
sylphs und salamindtrs as in any article of the 
canon law Being moreover very religious and 
his confidence in our system being earned to the 
most unbounded degree mysteries soon obtained ere 
dit and I had so completelj mystified and WTapped 
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Iiim in my magical cb, that he m ould lend in e u 
to notliing ivliicb nas merelj proh.ible or natnnd 
In truth, I was a favourite oracle with the mIioIc 
house Tlie usual scope of my disquisitions vas, 
the possible exaltation of the human mind to a 
connection -with higher beings, — ind mj authority 
was the infallible Count Von Calialis The ) oung 
Countess, who, since the loss of her betrothed, had 
conversed less v ith the In ing than m ith the dead, 
and Avhose warm imagination took a livel) interest 
in objects of such a nature, welcomed my spiritual 
communications nitliakind of shuddering delight 
Even the domestics attempted to gam admittance 
to hear my instructions, — delighted if they could 
catch the meaning of a u ord here and there, w Inch 
they repeated to their companions in their ow n m ay, 
•with appropriate comments 

“ I had spent about two months at this noble re- 
sidence, when one morning the Caialier enteied mj 
chamber Deep grief was risible in Ins features, 
he appeared almost convulsed, and threw himself 
into a chair with all the wildness of one in despair 
‘ Captain >’ he exclaimed, ‘ it is all over uitli 
me I must away 1 can bear it no longer ’’ 

‘ What IS the matter with you. Cavalier ? 
how IS tins 

" ' Oh, this terriric passion ' I have contended 
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V, 1 th it like a man but I cm do so no longer 1 and 
lie threu himself into mt arms 

^With whom does it remain btit with j ourself 
to be happy riiy dear friend ever) thing is m your 
own power vnur father your family? 

Oh’ whnt arc all toint^ ought I to accept 
her reluctant hand or etcii a fncmll) acquiescence’ 
Haie I not a rual — a n» il perhap® among the 
dead Let me then find him let me Msit all ends 
of the earth to find ni) brother 

Int ’ after so minj disapi>ointmcnts do 
jou still indnlj^e hope’ 

Oh no' It Ins long since fled "ittsa) there 
were— sa) he were found should I be happy so 
long as a gUam of hope inspires the heart of Anto 
nia Two words dear friend would end all my 
sufTcrings but it is inin my lot is cast until cter 
nity breaks Its awful silence and graves become 
witness for me ’ 

Is it tins certainty then of his death that 
would make jou happy ? 

Happ) ' that r fear I can ne\er bt' but a 
state of perpetual doubt is the most frightful pu 
nishmeut then after some minutes silence he 
added wnth a voice of woe Oh that he could see 
my sufferings! would this constant attachment to 
him which forms mj utter misery prove a source 
I 5 
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of pleas\ire to Inm? I\Iust tlie In ing become \ic- 
tims to the dead, n’lio can enjoj" no morc^ Surelj, 
if lie hnew iny grief,’ — and liere he hnrst into fresh 
lamentations, — ‘ surely he u ould come, return once 
more to my arms ’ 

“ ‘ Then, is tins so perfectly impossible snul I 
“ ‘What say you, my friend he inquired uitli 
a look of terror. 

“ ‘ Far lighter motives than these hai e brought 
hack the departed into the rank of the Ining 
Should the entire happiness of a man, a brother — ' 

“ ‘ Entire temporal happiness ' Oh, I feel that ' 
How truly have you said it, my complete felicity *' 

“ ‘ Besides, the peace of a sorrowing family , 
surely all would he suBicient to justify any means, 
by imisihle power, whenever an earthly occasion 
may offer itself, though it were to disturb the peace 
of the blessed, to make use of a secret pou er ’ 

“ ‘ For God’s sake, friend,’ he cried, ‘ no more ' 
Ere I would indulge a thought like that, eien 
though I may have said it , I hate, I abhor it ’ 

“You may alieady percene," pursued the Si- 
cilian, “ to wdiat this w as tending I was attempt- 
ing to root out the Cavalier’s doubts, in which I at 
length succeeded It W'as rcsohed to cite the ghost 
of the deceased, for wdiicli I required a fortnight's 
fast, in order, as I pretended, to make myself w'orthy 
of so high an ofhee After the lapse of this time. 
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^rlien mj nrachincrj was in reatbnc?ss I availed mj 
self of n vcrj" gloomy evening while the famil} was as 
scmbled round nu to mspiretliem w i th the same w isli 
n sucli a manner os to let the proposal come from 
them The greatest obstacle «as the 3oung Conn 
tess whose presence was so important but her on 
thusiastic ftehngs were soon roused in our favour 
in addition to a gleam of hope that liir lover mi^ht 
\ct he in exi tenet and not answer to the mvoca 
tion M nnt of faith in the affair itself hnd doubt 
in my own skill were the sole obstacles winch I 
had not to vanquish 

As soon as the family consent was obtained 
the third day was appointed for the ceremony 
Prayers prolonged until midnight fastings watch 
ing and mysterious instructions united to interludes 
of music from a peculiar instrument whose tones I 
had found productive of very hnpp) efitcts were 
among the means resort d to in order to add to 
the solemnity of the scene which so far elevated the 
fanc) of the audience os to recite even my own ima 
gmation and give more complete illusion to the 
whole ceremony This was what I aimed at and 
the expected hour at length approached 

Beware s iid the Prince how you offer to 
mislead us ' but go on go on ’ 

I do not most graaous Prince! The into 
uition went off according to our best wishes 
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“ But how ' — -wlicre is the Armcninn ^ ' 

" Do not he alarmed/' replied the prisoner , 
" he AVill in.ihc his appearance hut too soon ’ 

“ I shall enter into no det.nl of the ccreinoii}, 
which would carry me too far Bnough, that the 
imposture perfecth succeeded The old hlarquis, 
the young Countess, her mother, the Ca\ alier, and 
some of their relatn cs, u ere present You ma} w ell 
imagine that I had not allowed the time I spent at 
their residence to pass awaj , without making my- 
self intimately acquainted uitli their concerns, more 
especially as the) related to the deceased A \a- 
riety of portraits of him aflorded me an excellent 
lesemhlance for my ghost, and as he was only made 
to speak by signs, I ran no hazard of being detected 
by the sound of the voice The deceased appeared 
ariayed in the habit of an Algerine sla\e, witha 
deep ■wound upon Ins neck. And )OU will please 
to remark, that hero 1 at least obsened probabi- 
lity m squaring ni) apparition w itli popular belief, 
not, hoiv ever, in consigning him to the w aves, as I 
imagined that this une\pected turn would be en- 
titled to more credit from the peculiarity of its ap- 
pearance, while too near an appro.ich to w’hat w as 
quite natural and obvious might have been produc- 
tive of danger *' 

“ I conjecture,” said the Prince, that tins was 
well chosen Out of a list of extraordinary appa- 
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ritioiis, as xt appears to me only the more probable 
ought to be displayed Skill to catch the proposed 
object xvould here only be a means tending to sue 
cess skill to im ent might be liable to create sus 
picion for why raise a ghost at oil if sve are onlj 
to be informed by him respecting what without him 
we might arrive at by the unassisted efforts of rea 
son ^ Hut the astonishing norclt) and difficulty of 
the discovery is here likewise a warrant for its su 
pernatural character thrpugh which it must succeed 
for vrho will he inclined to call m question the mi 
rnculous nature of an action or operation when it 
IS made to appear clear that such operation cannot 
he executed by an) human power Hut I om inter 
rupting Tuu added the Prince finish } our nar 
ratire 

1 inquired of the ghost whether lit liad not 
given up all title to what had been dear to him m 
this worlds he pointed towards Heaven and then 
shook his head and before lie disappeared he drew' 
from his finger a ring which had been found since 
Jeronymo was missing and upon nearer inspection 
the Countess recognized it for her marriage ring 

Her marriage nng ’ cried the Prince with 
surprize how was this obtained ^ 

I- -It was not the right gracious Prince I 
had it — It was merely an imitation 

An imitation' repeated the Prince you 
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must liuA e Jmd tlie original even for lliat, and lum 
could )ou contrive to obtain it when the deceased, 
doubtless, never took it from bis finger?” 

“ That IS very true,” leplied the Sicilian “ but 
from a description which I had of the real one — ” 

“ A description ) ou liad *” interrupted the 
Prince “ hovv^” 

" Yes, long time back — it was cpiitc a peculiar 
gold ring — with the name of the joung Countess — I 
believe but j ou have broken the thread of my nar- 
rative 1” 

“ And what next replied the Prince, w itli a 
more suspicious and unfiiendly niein. 

“ It was now fmalh concluded that Jeronymo 
was dead The family openly announced the cir- 
cumstance, and went into mourning Tlie appear- 
ance of the ring liad, likewise, deprn ed Antonia of 
her last hope , and gave tlie addresses of the Ca- 
valier more authority Yet the shoch she sustained 
from the apparition threw' her into a dingerous ill- 
ness, w'hicli had verj nearly extinguished her lover’s 
hopes for ever On her recov cry, she w oiild have 
taken the veil, had not the moving appeals of the 
old Marquis, in wdiom she placed the utmost con- 
fidence deterred her By this means, muted to the 
incessant solicitations of the Cavalier, they at length 
extorted a reluctant consent fiom the unhappy 
Antonia 
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The final day of the wournng ntis fixed upon 
for that of the maniage uJjcliuas likewise to In 
d\^tingui hed hy ndnuUmg the Ca\alieP iuto the 
full enjoyment of the familr po& t '«ons 

It came— and the hoppj I oanro lid h:s trem 
hheg hnde up to tlie steps of tlio nltnr The day 
passed away andncostly fiastawuitid the npproich 
ing guests jn a gaily lij,hled hall whdi tht sound 
of music from a tlious'ind strings welcomed the cn 
trance of the bridal pattv 

The aged hlarquis was desirous that the tvjiolo 
couotry should witness lus hippmi s the gates of 
his palace were thrown open and welcome wire all 
who seemed to partici|nte m liis son s injoymcnt 
Amid this throng w.-s— 

Hiri. the Sicilian drew m his breath and xrc all 
caught the contagion of terror 

Amidst this throng he continued lu} at 
tention was drawn sonic one at mj side to\ ards 
a certain Franciscan Monh who stood an motionless 
as a statue He was gaunt and twU his face was 
of an ash} pale with a lool full of earnestness and 
sorrow fixed upon the bridal p irU The injoinjcflt 
of the scene btfore him midt not tin sliglitist im 
pression upon him he preser^id the »ime tinclnn 
ged seriousness ot mem standin^ liku a bust nnioii„ 
the living The strangeness of his ^lanci which 
checi cd me as I met n m the ardour of pleasure 
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■rtliicli swam around me, w'ltlidr.iw ing in^ attention 
from the scene, impressed itself so pow’erfnlly upon 
my soul, as to have since en.ihled me alone, to re- 
cognize the features of the monk in those of the 
Russian — the Armenian — or what he will Under 
any other circumstance this would ha\ e hcen im- 
possible Often I attempted to wathdraw in\ 
eyes from that terrific figure , hut it returned, it 
haunted me, — and I ohsen, ed it w as the same w ith 
my companion The same surprize, too, ran through 
the w'holc company , con\ ersation w as at an end — 
there w’as a general pause the I\Ionk onh sat un- 
moved , Ins serious and mournful e\ e still directed 
tow ards the bridal pair Each guest w as impressed 
by his presence the young Countess alone seemed 
to take a sad delight in s^ mpathizing with the 
grief so deeply seated in the stranger’s countenance, 
as if it w'ere the sole en]ovment she could find to 
communicate with one who seemed to read her own 
soul Soon the company began to disperse — mid- 
night w'as past — the music died gradual^ aw'ay — 
the lights burned few and dim, — conversation slow 
and languid — and more and yet more empty the 
darkening bridal hall now became The monk alone 
stood motionless — ahvays himself — with the same 
quiet and mournful glance directed at the bridal 
pair 

“ At length, the tables were removed, the guests 
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disappeared here and there while the family uas 
gathered into a small circle I know not how it 
nas that no one \entured to accost the monk and 
he spoke to no one nor was he invited to join the 
circle Already were her female attendants and 
friends gathering, round the bride — she cast a sad 
and appealing look towards the sorrowful stranger 
to which, however he did not reply 

The gentlemen were all collected round the 
bridegroom There was a long anxious pause and 
then the old hlarquis who among all present had 
appeared to take not the least notice of the un 
known said— To think that we should all be thus 
happy here to night and my dear son Jeronymo 
absent ' 

Have aou invited him then and is he not 
corned inquired the monk This was the first 
time he had opened his mouth and we regarded 
each other in alarm 

Alas ’ replied the aged father he is gone 
and he will never return — gone whence no one 
returns more ' IMy worthy Sir my son Jeronymo 
IS dead 

Perhaps he is only afraid to make his appear 
ance in such a company continued the monk 
"Who knows but he may be looking out Let him 
hear the voice which he heard for the last time 
Bid thy son Lorenzo call tlij poor son Jeronymo. 
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“ ‘ What does lie mean ^ What is that mur- 
mured the company that still remained Lorenzo 
changed colour, and I confess that mj hair began to 
stand on end iMeanwhile the monk approached 
the sideboaid, filled a glass of wine, and put it to 
his lips, — 'To the memory of our dear Jeronjmo,' 
he cried, 'let all "who held him dear follow my 
example ’ 

" ' Whoever you may be, my worthy Sir,’ con- 
tinued the Marquis, ' you have mentioned the name 
of one veiy dear to me You are welcome Come, 
my friends,’ he said, as he passed the bottle, ‘ let 
not a stranger have to remind, and put us to the 
blush , drink to the memory of my son J eronymo ’ 

“Never, I think, was a health drank with less 
zest 

“ ' A glass still remains full there,’ continued 
the old man, pointing to his son Lorenzo , ' drink 
to the memory of your brother ’ 

“ Lorenzo received it trembling fi’om the monk’s 
hand — trembling he carried it to Ins lips , — ' To 
the memory of my dearly beloved brother, Jerony- 
mo *’ But he stopped, and shuddering, ])ut down his 
glass — ' I hear the voice of my murderer,’ cried a 
terrific figure, -ahich suddenly rose up amongst us, 
clad in bloody garments, and covered ^vlth deep 
gashes ” 

Here the Sicilian broke olF “Ask me no fai- 



sciiii i.i:r 


187 


ther TV hat happened he said with all the signs of 
mterml agony upon his countenance My senses 
seemed to forsahe me the moment I cast mv ej es 
upon the face and the same with every one present 
"^Vhen we recovered our presence of mind ue found 
Lorenzo struggling in the agonies of death Monk 
and apparition had both disappeared The Chera 
her was borne in frightful convulsions to his couch 
No one Mas left with him besides the priest and bis 
wretched father who followed him withm a few 
weeks to the tomb Ills dying confessions lay bu 
ried m the breast of his father who received them 
and to no living being were they communicated 

Shortlr after this event it happened that there 
was occasion to enlarge o well lying in the back 
court of the villa hidden by wild shrubs which Ind 
been neglected for years ^Vhen a part of the rub 
bish had been removed a human skeleton was di 
cov ered The house where this occurred is now no 

longer btanding the family name of 31 is ex 

tinct and at a convent not far from Salerno is een 
Antonu s grav 

\ou now perceive continued the Sicilian 
observiug that vre all ^ood dumb -wvtlv abtovwslv 
ment and no one wished to make any remark — 
you see in what manner my acquaintance with 
this Russian or this Armenian first commenced 
Judge then whether I had cause to tremble before 
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sucli a being, who threw himself twice in this terri- 
fic character across my path ” 

“ You must now,” observed the Prince, " reply 
to a few questions I have to put to you Have you 
been quite candid in your account of what happened 
to the Cavalier f*” 

I know nothing else,” repbed the Sicdian ' 

" And did you actually look upon him as an 
honest man 

“ That I did, by Heavens exclaimed the pri- 
soner 

“ What ' even when he gave you the ring you 
mentioned ? 

How • he gave me no ring ' — I never said he 
had given me the ring 

" Good,” said the Piince, loolang at his watch 
in the act of going “ And the spirit of Lanoy,” he 
added, as he turned upon his steps, " do you really 
beheve that it was a hona-Jide ghost?” 

“ I can account for it in no other way,” repbed 
the Sicilian , “ I mean the ghost that followed 
mine ” 

“ Come,” said the Prince to us The gaoler now 
entered "We are ready,” he added to him Then 
turning towards the prisoner, “ You, Sir, shall hear 
from me again ” 

“ Might I not, think you, my gracious Prince,” 
I said, the moment we were left alone,— nlight I 
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not repeat ^our last question to tlie knave we have 
just left — Do you really bclieic it was o honti Jidc 
ghost ? I mean the second one? 

WInt 1 1 no certamlr — no more now • 

Iso more • tlien )OU bclicied it before?" 

I cannot deny that for a moment Iwasdirzlcd 
with this phantasmagoria — not a little puzzled ' 

And I should like to sec the person who un 
der these circumstances would be able to shake off 
a similar impression But may I ask wlnt reason 
you hate to alter your previous opinion^ From what 
tve have already heard of this Armenian our faith 
in his superhuman power ou^lit rather to increase 
than diminish 

* WJiat ! from the account such an abandoned 
wretch has guen us of liim^ inquired the Prince 
with peculiar earnestness of minner for you can 
not doubt but that we have had to deal with such 
an one 

Iso said I but should his tcstimnnv 
therefore 

The testimony of a knave' — besides granted 
that I had no other ground for my doubts can it 
for a moment be admitted against tlio dictates of 
truth and sound reason ^ Ought n man who has 
often imposed upon me whose declared profession 
IS imposture to bo credited m such an affair when 
he must first be impressed with a sincere love of 
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truth, to be at all entitled to credit ? Does such a 
man, who, perhaps, never spohc truth e\cept when 
compelled, deserve to he admitted ns evidence against 
human reason and the eternal order of tilings ^ Upon 
this doctrine, we might prefer giving autliority to 
the branded villain in preference to untainted inno- 
cence, and let him appeal against it 

“ But what reason could he ha\ e for conferrinjr 
so high a character upon a man Avhom he has so 
many reasons to hate, or at least, to dread 

“ Suppose I cannot penetrate into his motive, is 
that any proof that he Ins had none > Do I know 
at whose instigation, in whose pay he uislies to re- 
ceive me ? I confess I cannot unravel the u hole 
web of his \ illany , but I am sure he has done the 
cause for which he contends very little. service, by 
representing himself as an arch impostor, and per- 
haps something worse, in the bach-ground ” 

" Assuredly the circumstance of the ring does 
look very suspicious 

" It is more," said the Prince, " for it is proof* 
This ring, granting that the whole narrative be 
true, he received from the hands of the murderer, 
and he must have felt assured, at the time, that he 
was the murderer Who but his assassin could have 
lifted the deceased — of a pledge too of affection, con- 
stantly worn by him ^ — Suppose he were to allege 
that he had himself been deceived by the Cavaber, 
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while he iiwagiiicd he was oU along doceunng Imn 
what would ho gam m point of credibility? He 
must feel Iiow* much he lost b) admitting his con 
nection with the murderer IIis whole narrative is 
plamlj nothin^, but a tissue of indentions upon 
which to hang his minor truths in order that we 
might giic him credit for the whole And ought 
I rather to pm m} faith upon the eleventh lie told 
me by a knaic hading detected ten preceding it 
than upon the unalterable laids of nature in which 
I never found the Icxst deviation ? 

I cannot answer that argument I replied 
yet I am still no nearer comprehending the real 
nature of the apparition die last night saw 

Vor I replied the Prince though 1 am re 
sohed to do all iti my jiodder to find the key of the 
secret 

How f 1 inquired 

Don 1 3 ou recollect that the second figure the 
moment it entered the room dient to the altar stood 
on the silk foot cloth and grasped the crucifix ? 

So indeed it appeared 

Well the crucifix as wc ore informed by the 
Sicilian dvas a conductor — therefore he hastened to 
charge it The blodv whicti Z«ord Sejunour aimed 
with his sdvord was consequently powerless the 
shock of the electric fluid depriving his arm of 
motion 
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“ To tlie swordj indeed^ tins may applj ^ but not 
to the ball from the pistol fired bj the Sicilian, 
and wliicli we saw roll slowly along the altar ” 

“ Are you convinced that it 7vav the same ball 
winch was shot from the pistol ? I shall sa} nothing 
respecting the puppet or real man ulio represented 
the ghost — doubtless so well stulTed as to he quite 
sword and pistol proof then just consider 7vho lit 
was who loaded the pistols ” 

'' That IS true' ” I exclaimed — and a sudden 
light broke upon me "the Russian loaded them, yet 
this he did before our eyes , — and hou could he have 
contrived to cheat us 

" How could he ^ — Only suppose that you had 
then had reason to mistrust this man, and kept your 
eye upon him , — suppose you had examined the 
halls before they Avere charged, and found them 
made of quicksilver or painted clay — did you take 
special notice that he did not slip them into his 
hand, instead of the muzzle of the pistol ■’ Besides, 
can YOU swear that he did not take the pair of 
loaded ones with him, and change them in the other 
pavilion for a pair that ivere empty, ivliile u e were 
all busy preparing, and undressing for the cere- 
mony ^ And might not the figure, while the smell of 
powder was in our nose, let fall another ball, ivutli 
which he was purposely armed upon the altar for 
Avhich among all these suppositions is impossible 
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\ ou are right But then the astonishing like 
ness of the figure to your deceased friend I hare 
often seen him and I confess I recognized him m 
tlie features of the spirit 

And I I can only say that the deceit 

was scry cleverly got uf But if our Sicilian could 
contrncto catch the resenihlancofrom n immature 
onasnu/Fhot hv a fewr glances so as to decent, 
us both how much more the Ilussnn who had the 
full use of my snuff hoT at table and who enjoyetl 
morcox er the adx antage of haring hesrti me confiden 
tuIJy declare the identity between my friend end 
the portrait upon the box add to this as wayob* 
served by the Sicilian that the old 'Mnrijuis xrns 
mightily weak upon these points whore is the di/B 
culty of tUusiraUng the xvholc of this apparition? 

But the niojnmg of his words the disclosure 
made bj your friend ? 

Well I did not the Sicilian himself say that 
from the little he had extracted from me he had 
composed a very probable kind of history Docs 
not this show how very natural it was to hit upon 
sucJi an invention ® Besides the oracles pronounced 
by the ghost were so obscure that he ran no hazard 
of being contradicted Only grant that the crea 
ture of this juggler xvlio played the ghost had sufR 
cient dexterity and ropfidenco with a little in 
struction m regard to the arcumstaiices how far 
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iniglit not lliis specie", of jriiposition li.uc lum c ir- 
nc(P" 

“ Uiitj consider. Prince, \\lnt a pre[i ir.'torj 
scope must lia^e been t.iKeii b} tlie v\rnu‘iinii to 
produce such ro'.ults, bifordiaiul ubit a b ngtb 
of tunc, c\pn to p.unt one be id so Id e inollur iis 
•»c saw in tbese Then to instruct the gbo-t in bis 
part, so as tube pro\ided ag.unst nn\ irro-... or fla- 
grant error' hat power of obsc nation must all 
the little accessaries, on such an occisioii, line re- 
quired, of wbicli be was toinpelled to aiail liiinself , 
tliougli tbe^ might liuvc blown iiji liis whole sclicine 
And recollect that the Ilussian w is not, in all, ab- 
sent nbo\c half an hour Could he, in tins tune, 
have arranged evert tiling in such a mode ns to gne 
It quite a supernatural efiect? Truh, gracious Sir, 
never }Ct was there a dramatic writer who set at 
naught Aristotle's three essential unities, vvlio could 
get up an interlude so replete with incident, nor 
liave inspired the spectator with so profound an 
opinion of Ills art ” 

How ^ do )ou hold It altogether impossible, 
that all these preparations should have hcoii made 
■wathm the half hour?" 

“ Wli) , I tluiilv It amounts to much the same 
thing ” 

''Such an argument,” sud the Prince, " I do 
not understand. Do } ou mamtam it to be contrar) 
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to all the Ia\\'8 of time of place and of physical opc 
rations that so nimble a genius os this same Anne 
man with the help of creatures as nimble as him 
self faiourcd bj the night watched by no one with 
all means and appliances to b«>t inthout which no 
juggler of his stamp ever steps upon the stage ~<lo 
}ou maintain I saj that he could not bring the 
whole of his machincr} to bear u{>on us in half an 
liotir? Is It oAcr all so incrcdihle that with the 
application of a few reid) words commands becks 
and nods understood b) his accomplict s that he 
should be able to bring his mile laid yet concen 
trated achtme into action* J^othing howeicr but 
the most absolute impossibilit) ought to he placed 
in competition with tiic inwanablc lairs of nature 
^Vonld )ou rather bclicic in a mimcle tlian aduut 
ail improhahilitr? rather admit n iiohtion of the 
powers of nature than, a scry artful and unusual 
combination of these powers m order to produce a 
supernatural itnprcs-sion on the mind ? 

But suppose the affair not to produce such \crj 
powerful results yet you must confess that it is 
quite abore our comprehension 

NoJ Ihaic a great notion of disputing oven 
this with jou cried the Pnnee inth singular 
archness and defiance of manner for how my 
good Count if I should assert that not onl} a poor 
half hour full of haste ond hurry but that the 
k2 



100 


rOPUT^AK TAI^l S 


whole evening and ensuing night may ha^e hceii 
appropriated by our Armenian to the task ^ Do you 
consider, that the Sicilian devoted nearly three hours 
to his preparations on the same occasion ?” 

" The Sicilian, gracious Prince 

“■ Yes how will you prove that he had not as 
great a share in the conjuration of the second ghost 
as of the first ?” 

“ How so, your highness 

“ That he was only the principal accomplice of 
the Armenian , — in short, both are jugglers, who 
vary only in degree ” 

" It IS very difficult to believe it,” said I, jn some 
surprize 

" Not so difficult, perhaps, as you imagine. 
Count Why, it might happen that both jugglers 
met, entertaining the same design, against the same 
person, at the same place , and that there occurred a 
respective harmony of combinations, and an una- 
nimity of purpose, that produced the effect of play- 
ing into one another’s hands Suppose he should 
have availed himself of the first exhibition, as a sort 
of foil for his own a sort of pilot-balloon, to learn 
which way the wind blew, and how far he might 
count upon your credulity Then it served to ex- 
pand our imaginations, to familiarize himself with 
his imaginative victims, and to prepare the way for 
his g) and finale — his last cowp d’ esprit Suppose, 
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moreover that he did it in order to direct our oh 
serration one May and withdmu it from more im 
portant objects m Inch ht nislied to avoid Besides 
he maj have made previous inquiries applied to 
the exhibition of his art m order to remove suspi 
cion from its actual tendency 

Why do you think that ? 

Why ? grant that he hnhcd one of my people 
to furnish him ■with information calcnlalcd to fur 
thcr Jus object I missed mj huntsman andhaic 
a right to conclude that m his ahdnction the Ar 
meniaa and he Mere m league a letter maj have 
been seized a domestic fond of tale hearing In 
fact hi8 mHoIc reputation falls to the ground when 
I discover the sources of his apparent omniscience. 

It strikes at cithtr of the jugglers in uhatever nay 
they aimed their strokes at me As to the situation 
and designs of this Armenian it is of no consequence 
thus early to speak Probably my suspicion tJiat 
this last is the only real impostor maj turn out to 
be correct and 1 miU be bound that the Si ihan 
was onlj the puppet with which ht intended to 
amuse me Mbile he himself unsuspected and 
unseen might secretly Mind me in his ueb of 
deceit 

"Very good but how does it agree that he 
luraself assisted in detecting the Sicilian s imposture 
thus exposing the secrets of his art to profane ej es ^ 



rOPUIvAK TALES. 


iqa 


BTust not lie have heen apprehensive lest the de- 
tected fallacy of one^ carried to so high a pitch of 
probability as the Sicilian’s, must have injured the 
credit of a second attempt, and given him less hold 
upon our credulity ” 

" What are these secrets ■which he would have 
me prize so highly ^ None, which it was his object 
to exercise against me He lost nothing, then, by 
profaning them but what a triumph, on the other 
hand, to explode these juggling tricks with sure and 
visible power, and yet strengthen my faith in his , 
to succeed in turning my vigilance to another direc- 
tion , to hx my silent growing doubts upon olpects 
•nliich are the furthest possibly removed fiom the 
reach of oui preceding ideas He might expect that, 
sooner or later, owing to some suspicion, I might be 
seeking out some key to account for his n onders in 
the juggling art itself What, indeed, could he do 
bettei, than place himself by the side of another, 
and then put the scale of meiit in my hands, so 
that, whilst he presciibcd a ceitain degree of art, 
my ideas should be so fai elevated or misled ^ What 
a number of conjectures has he destroyed by a single 
stroke . of art ' hou' many illustrations afforded us, 
which fanally, perhaps, I might have understood 

" Still he has acted against his own system 
vilely, inasmuch as he sharpened the eyes of his 
spectators, instead of blinding them, and weakened 
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tlic impression of Uicir faith m the supcmntnra] hr 
unmasking the artful imposture ^ on arc yourself 
mj gracious 1 mice the greatest obstacle to his plan 
admitting that he has aor 

He has perhaps been mistaken in me —hut 
he has not judged Ic s acciimtcl) on that account 
Could he foresee that I should hit ]>ricisil} on the 
keyto the whole miracle? Mai it])artiif his plan 
that one of his creatures sliould lay himself o{)cn to 
me as he has done ? Art we o surtd that this Si 
cihan has not widcl) ourshot hts mark ? It is ccr 
tninlj so in regard to the ring — ytt it is chieflj 
this circumstance whieli has gi'in mt n dicidtd 
mistrust of him Ihm easily mnr n deep rogues 
plot miscarr) b) the clumsiness of his instruments 1 
Truly I did not think that the juggler s\ouId un 
fdd au} story sshicli m the irast ttll against 
him afterwards IIow for instance could he hare 
the face to assure us that this necromancer is com 
pcllcd to abandon all worldl) pursuits at tht twelfth 
hour of night when if ton recollect he svasthen 
among us plain enough to ht seen? 

' Tliat IS true indeed critd I He must 
base failed here 

Yes it Jits in the character of these gentry to 
drive their practice too fir to lose everj thing by 
doiiig too much whereas a more modest and mode 
rate portion of imposition would have succeeded 
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“ Notwithstanding all yon hni e said, mj graci- 
ous Prince, I cannot preiail upon nijsclf to admit 
that the m hole -Has nothing more than a premedi- 
tated cheat Consider the fright of the Sicilian, 
Ins swoon, his convulsions, and his wTctchcd apjicar- 
ance altogether, such as to e\citc our deepest svm- 
path's Was all this nothing but a vv ell-acted farce ^ 
Now, granting that such dramatic imposture can go 
as far as the latter, can the art of the actor by any 
means produce such deep impression upon the vital 
organs 

There is nothing in that, my friend I have 
seen Garrick — and were we at the moment tame 
and cold enough to remain mere unmoved spectators, 
could we pronounce upon the effect felt by these 
men, wdien we could not master that felt by our- 
selves’ Moreover, the decisive crisis, ev’en for an 
impostor himself, being so v ery important, produces 
by expectation nearly the same strong svTiiptoms as 
astonishment does in those wdiom he deceiv es Add 
to this the unexpected apparition of the state offi- 
cers ” 

“ These too, gracious Sir, — it is good you remind 
me Would he have ventured to submit a place so 
fraught wutli danger to the e}e of justice, — to bring 
the faith of his creature to so severe a proof — and to 
what purpose 

“ Leave that to his discretionary knowledge of 
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his own people Don el now by what secret crimes 
he may hare purchased the silence of this man > 
We have heard n.hat was Ins ofiice m Venic-e And 
suppose nelet thispreiious nork belong to the other 
tale — what will it cost him to bring this creature 
of his clear he being the only witness against him ’ 
And in fact the result justified the Prince s sus 
picion "Wlien w e called some days after to inquire 
respecting the prisoner we ivere informed that he 
u as no longer to he seen 

4,nd do \ou inquire for what end’ By what 
other than forcible means could he have prevented 
the scandalous confession m which he was o deeply 
implicated which must have ensued ^ Uho but an 
abandoned man avho has nothing more to lose could 
come to so humiliating a conclusion > Under what 
other circumstances should we have believed him > 
All granted my gracious Prince replied I 
Both apparitions must have been impo tures The 
Sicilian merely treated us to a story enjoined him 
by his principal both aimed at one object —were in 
compact and from this the whole of the mysterious 
circumstances which surprised us may be easily 
explained The prophecy at Venice which opened 
the tragic farce is still unsolved with all that en 
sued and we need the key to the whole of these 
though wt. have happily resolved a part 

Cam it yet further dear Count said the 

K 5 
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Prince, ''for ivliat signiA all his Monders, ^yhe^ I 
prove the fallacy in one case? Af> to that predic- 
tion, I confess, it goes be\ond mj powers to explain 
Had they stopped there, the Armenian might ha\ c 
closed his plav as lie opened it, — and, I confess, I 
hnow not hoa far he might haie deceived me In 
this humiliating society you seem to he a little less 
suspicious than I ” 

“ Granted, gracious Sir s et the affair remains 
very unaccountable , and I challenge all our philoso- 
phers together to find a solution of it 

“ 1 question vv hether it be really so unfathom- 
able as }ou thinlv,” said the Prince, after some 
pause “ 1 am very far from mahing any philoso- 
phical pretensions , and yet, I thinlv, I could engage 
to give something like a natural solution of it , or 
at least, deprive it of all supernatural ornament " 

" If you will do that, my Prince,” replied I, 
laughing, " you shall yourself he the onlv miracle to 
which I wall pin my faith ” 

“ And, as a proof,” he continued, “ how little 
W'e need he inclined to have recourse to supernatural 
sources, I wall point out tw’O difterent wavs of ac- 
counting for the incident, wathout v lolating the law s 
of nature ” 

Two keys at once ' I am curious to hear ” 

" You read along wath me the account of my 
deceased cousin’s illness It w^as an attack of fever. 
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in which however he died by a sudden -apoplexy 
The sin^jularity of this death led me to consult a 
physician and what I learnt from him gave me a 
clue to the imposture The illness of the deceased 
had this peculiar symptom — that the patient dur 
ingtheattack lav sunk in profound repose mvvhich 
on the second attack of the paroxysm he died 
These attacks returned very violently at stated in 
tenals m such a way as to enable the physician to 
pronounce upon the exact hour of his death The 
third paroxysm of the tertian ague or fever occurs 
generally on the fifth day — and precisely m a stated 
time would the letter omve informing me of my 
cousins death Now admit that the Armenian 
was in correspondence with some creatures about 
the person of the deceased — that he had an interest 
m ohtamiDg accounts from that quarter — and having 
designs on me which a supernatural impression 
would tend to accelerate be announced to us the 
time when the death was expected to take place 
and the physician s prognostic which he only repeat 
ed turned out to be correct Here vou have a na 
tural solution of the mystery you think so inexplic 
able Enough that you see the po sibihty of a third 
person giving an account of a death which at that 
moment is taking place at fourteen miles distant 
Upon ray word Prince you here connect mat 
ters which taken singly may fnd a natural solu 
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tioiij blit wbicb cannot be brought to act together in 
the ivay we have seen, except by sorcerj' ” 

What ' are you less startled at the superna- 
tural than at the improbable 

How,” I replied, “ could it be mere accident?” 
" Doubtless something more,” rephed the Prince, 
The Armenian knew iny cousin’s danger He 
met us at St hlark’s , and the opportunity was too 
inviting not to hazaid the prediction Had it failed, 
there was only the loss of a word but if true — it 
was likely to prove of great importance It suc- 
ceeded and he then first seized Fortune by the 
forelock, and put it all to the account of a grand- 
laid scheme Time must either illustrate such a 
secret or not but, believe me, friend,” he added, 
la^ mg his hand upon mine, with an earnest look, 
“ that a man who has real power at his command, 
will not avail himself of trick he will despise it ” 
Thus concluded a conversation, which I have 
stated at length, to show the difficulties which the 
Prince had yet to vanquish, and which I hope will 
produce the good effect of freeing his mind fiom his 
former impression, that he was urged blindly for- 
Vrards by some secret power or fiendish enmity 

Not all,” continues the Count Von O “ who 

at the moment I am writing this are laughing, 
perhaps, at his weakness, and in proud uncertainty 
of their own un tempted and so unshaken leason. 
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tlimlv tliemsehcs entitled io break tberod of dam 
nation oier his head — not oil 1 fearnould ha^c so 
inanfull} met and triumphed over this first attack 
or en lia^ e stood so firm If notuithstanclmg this 
'luspicious comniencement he should be found to 
ha\e fallen a MCtim m the sequel though Marncd bv 
his good genius at the distant vicu of this dark dt 
sign against him — and his e\il destiny he final!} 
fulfilled there u ill be less reason to indulgt ridicule 
at his folly than surjinze at the depth of the im 
posture capable of ot crpowcring so fine a judgment 
os he possessed His terrific destiny is closed his 
soul has long purified itself at the fountain of all 
truth uherc mine too will long ha\c rejoined it 
before these unhapp) pages ore before the trorld 
But let the tears which I shed over the memory of 
mj dearest fnend fall unchecked and free for sad 
and difficult as my task is it forms a contribution 
to the annals of justice and I must imte on He 
was an excellent noble character and must assu 
redly hare proved an ornament to a throne which 
threw a strange illusion round him from n desire 
of ascending it by — a crime 
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Nor long subsoqurnt lo tlice hvt occnii- 

rcnccs continued Count I’on O , I luc.in to 

percenc .in import int cluintre in the Prinei's mind 
Until tins peiiod, be bad n\oided entiriii!i inio 
.mj serious incpiirics ns to the triitb of tbe te- 
nets bo embraced sitisficd vitb ivploding tbe 
reconed notions, both crude and superbcnl, imbibed 
in bis edut.’tion, b\ more ckn ited mows, tboutib 
nitbout c\amining tbe found.ition of bis faith lie 
more tlmn once mowed to me that religious object'-, 
in particular, e\bii)itcd tbenisehes to bun, lieiond 
the mortal jiale, life some encbunted castle, in v Inch 
one could not set one’s foot w itboiit sbuddcring , 
and that it was far better to step In with respectful 
resignation, w itbout encountering tbe risk of being 
lost in Its lab} rintiis Yet, spite of tins, tbcre w ’s 
a strong predisposition wbicb tempted him to enter 
into some nicpiines connected w itb such a subject 
A bigoted and scrMle educ.ition was tbe source 
of tins alarm , it bad impressed forms of terror upon 
bis tender intellect, from w bicb be net er succeeded 
in entirel}' emancipating bimself in after-life 

Religious melancboly was the disease of Ins fa- 
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mily the tducalion of both lus brothers « as calcu 
lated to indulge it nliile the prereptors to vliom 
thev had been entrusted uere on this head either 
enthusiasts or hypocrites The hiMntt of boyhood 
lias quenched by the cold band of spiritual poncr 
as the sun. t method of obtaining the approbation of 
the rojal parents 

Tins dark cloud hung over tlie entire youth of 
this Prince and eten pleasure sms banished from 
Ins sports All his religious prtparutious had some 
thing appalling in them— it uns something threaten 
ing and hard fir^t imprinted upon his lively ima 
gination which he ever afterwards retained IIis 

God wan a terrihe idol delighting to punish end 
his worship an act of servile fear or o blind 
powerless proof of obedience IJis religion vvos at 
\anance with all Ins boyish and youthful inchna 
lions which excellent health and o strong frame 
rendered more violent and iincoiitrollablc He was 
at strife with all the sensibilities of his youthful 
nature — to him religion did not come so much as a 
benefit as o courge in/licteil upon his passions Hr 
degrees a silent ill will thus sprung, up in his. heart 
igainst It which a sumed the form of respectful 
faith united to blind fear — a feeling of compulsion 
like that of a servant towards his master — a strange 
mixture of dislil e and reverence 

It IS not surprising tliat he sought the earliest 
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oppoitunity of tlironjiig ofl .so ciue] n }oke, lie 
absconded, like a hard-used sla\c, from Ins task- 
master, still retaining, in the midst of freedom, a 
feeling of Ins sen itude for had not renounced 
the tenets of Ins early 5 ears from calm conviction — 
not waited until the maturity of Ins reason might 
gradually remoie their influence In fact, he had 
released himself like a deserter from Ins post, 
upon whom another’s right of property still con- 
tinues valid , insomuch, that after all his ai ander- 
ings, all Ins efibits to escape, he is alwa3S com- 
pelled to retrace his steps He had escaped avith 
his chains, and was exposed to become the prey of 
any imjiostor avho discoa ered them, and kneav their 
use That such an one did, indeed, appear, if it 
has not already been conjectured, aaill he made 
clear 111 the following pages 

The confessions of the Siciban a\ ere followed by 
more important results over the Prince’s mind, than 
they deserved, and the small triumph udnch Ins 
reason had aclueved over this first weak invention, 
had given him greater confidence The ease avith 
which he appeared to have unravelled the mystery 
almost surprised himself Truth and error still 
disputed their sway over him so very equallj’’, that 
he could not quite separate them , insomuch that it 
often happened he mistook the arguments of the 
one for those of the other Hence it was that the 
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whole foundation of his religious faith u as shaken 
much like on inexptnenccd man who having fixed 
his choice unwisely cither in friendship or m love 
begins to lose Ilia esteem for tlitm havinj, mistaken 
mere contingencies for their real properties and 
treats them accordingly Hanng unmasked the 
cheat he began to gron suspicious of truth itself 
unfortunately adopting the same mistaken views m 
regard to it 

Tins presumptive tnuoipli was the more flatter 
ing iQ proportion to (he w tight of the yoke which 
he believed he liad thrown off From this period he 
began to indulge a scepticism which no longer 
spared the most sacred subjects 

A variety of circumstances concurred to confirm 
him m this state of m nd The comparative soli 
tude m which he had hitherto lived was broken m 
upon and made room for a new mode of life full of 
variety and distraction Attentions which he must 
return the etiquette attendant upon Jus rank 
drew him into the vortex of the fishionable world 
His station no less than his per onal qualities in 
troduced him into the most intellectual circle m 
Venice He was brought into contact with some of 
the most distinguished characters of the Republic 
consisting both of scholars and statesmen This 
compelled him to leave that uniform and narrow 
circle to which he had been accustomed and he 
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began to be sensible of the confined scope of Ins 
ideaSj and of the necessity of a higher tone of mind 
The old confined mould in nliich his intellect had 
been cast, though accompanied by so many fine 
qualities, offered an unfavourable contrast to the ex- 
isting taste of the society around linn, uhile his in- 
experience in the most familiar matters placed him 
in a somewhat ludicrous point of new, and he stood 
in awe of nothing so much as ridicule The early 
unfavourable preiudices he had imbibed in his o\v n 
country, appeared to offer opportunities for it, in 
Ins person Add to this a degree of eccentricity in 
his character, which gave him a dislike to the atten- 
tions bestoAved upon his rank, not upon his personal 
merit This humility was in particular apparent 
in the presence of those distinguished for perso- 
nal and intellectual endowments, uhich outshone 
the splendour of their birth To find himself re- 
marked only as a prince in society like this, pro- 
duced a sense of shame and mortification, while he 
unfortunately imagined, that oiving to such dis- 
tinction he Avas excluded from any participation in 
it Altogether this convinced him of the necessity 
there was for more enlarged intellectual cultivation, 
Avhicli he had hitherto too much neglected, in order 
to place himself more upon a level Avith the Avorld 
of intellect and Avit, in regard to aa'IucIi he believed 
he Avas so inferior 



itli this he entcrul on o cot:p<c of mo- 
dern stud} Av ith all the enthusiasm of 1 u cjianctcr 
TJie had choice howestr xt Inch was here jturjKjSLl) 
made for him or at least supgislol ttndetl ncilhtr 
toimproxc Ins reason uor his fetlnip Ills inch 
natiod IikcMiSL leillnm into subjects of u doubtful 
and mysterious cast uhich had imsistiblc charms 
for him rousin^ observation and refli’Ctnn which he 
felt for no other subjects Ills In art and rta-on 
meanwhile w«.rc free IJut this f"«i#y*i/Kwof the 
soul wns dailj leading him further ond firthcr 
astrv) One author B shining btjlc earned him awaj 
the artful sojdnstrv of another imposed upon his rea 
son Ills intellect was calculated to accommodate 
Itself to either or indeed to onj writer who as 
sumed a suflicientl} loftv tone 

Such a course of reading pursued during more 
than a year with passionate assiduit} had liardl) 
jircsented him with anj fixed and useful ideas 
lie doubted more than Iwfurc and Imviiig so long 
impressed itself upon his character scepticism at 
length infected his heart To state it in short — 
he had so far involved hinmlf in this labyrinth 
first as a kind of religious enthusiast secondly ns 
a sceptic nad lastly as a frectlinikcr that he 
sc.ircel} I new vyhere he vyas 

Amonjj the society into which ho had been 
drawn there yrns a particular one vyhich went by 
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the name of the Bucentanroj which, under the os- 
tensible form of a noble intellectual liberality, reallj 
encouraged the most unbounded degree of licence — 
even of the passions 'Numbering several members 
of wit and spirit, vv'ith the name, too, of a c irdinal 
at Its head, the Prince was the more easil} led into 
its snares Certain dangerous truths, thought he, 
could not be better deposited than in such hands, 
already bound to moderation , and which boasted 
the advantage of having heard and proved the opi- 
nions of the opposite party The Prince here did 
not consider that libertmage of mind and feeling in 
persons of their rank, leads to more serious results, 
inasmuch as there is less rein to curb them , not 
having the fear of sanctity, like more profane peo- 
ple, before their eyes This was the case with the 
Bucentauro, most of whose members, by aid of a 
false philosojihy, and of their passions, quite vv orthy 
of such a guide, forgot what vvns due to their sta- 
tion, as well as to humanity itself 

The society boasted, likewise, its secret degrees , 
and I am willing, for the Prince’s honour, to believe 
that he was never admitted into the sanctuary 
Whoever entered into then councils, was compelled, 
as long ds he was a member, to lay aside all distinc- 
tions of rank, country, and religion, in fact all con- 
ventional fprms and differences, and take his station 
in the class of universals The election of membeia 



a slronj* ntpiMjri* d<*rpnt3in^ jnldr t»|»on 
supcnonty < f in!c licet Tlie »/<n nrm;,'itiil to ii 
Btlftlicmo't cltlicate in fnaltcnc f tniti 

and ton and its r<*f»utntion in tin* rt^ptSTi »loo<l 
lirgli tliniugliout ^ cnjcr Tim t t.ctl<r wjlJi U 
apparent equality liad gfcat attraction* A r lla 
Pnnee Y Jiiglily animated wJCirtt di lingtii linl 
for It* wit It* infurmiti n and all t’li lK*»t talent 
tliat *ra* tii Ik* nut tnili lK*t!i in tlic cla* iwl and 
the poliim! world lureernttml ai it wire m a 
foeu* long di gtmed fiom him the ilangerou* cl a 
raettr of Ins new connectn n \» the mn»V how 
crer w*a* gradually thrown a*ide and it ajpearci! 
m Its nil Cl lours ht fiund it rrry difhctilt to n 
trace Ins step* and though the wiety at hngth 
avowed itulf motive* of |»crw*nal securil) end falie 
shame induced him to di giii*e hi* real fi*elin"* 

Y It from pm MU* mnfideoce in Ihcir principle* 
and opinion* if he did iMt fall tntii Imitation he 
lo t the \»Mutiful siwpliot) of In* character and 
tlu. dehcac) if his moral taste His understanding 
destitute of solid pnnaple* and inf rmatton wa* 
unable without fortign aid to rc*cue him from the 
wch of soplnstr) which had boon wound around 
him and hj degree* the inteful j>oi*on he imbibed 
corroded all the mn*t beautiful portion of In* early 
cinracter and foiling* Hio natural ground work 
of his happine s ho threw a* n sophism aside it 
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had failed under him at the most important moment^ 
and compelled him, therefore, to hetahe himself to 
the first best support that offered itself 

Perhaps a truly friendly hand might e\ en > et 
have snatched him fiom the abyss that yawned to 
receive him but I was not then acquainted with 
the secret natuie of the Bucentauro •system , — the 
evil was already done, and I was called away at the 
commencement of this period, by important business 
from Venice Even Lord Seymour, a valuable ac- 
quaintance, whose cool head resisted every attempt 
at delusion, and might have proved of essential ser- 
vice to him, — even he left us at this time to return 
to his own country Those, indeed, in whose hands 
I left him, were all honourable men, but inexperi- 
enced, of narrow religious views, whose insight into 
the impending evil was as little aswas their influ- 
ence over the Prince The only ansu er they af- 
forded to his dangerous sophisms — the only remedy 
they suggested, was a dogmatical degree of faith, 
which neither alarmed noi attracted him He saw 
through the plan too easil) , uhile his moie com- 
prehensive intellect speedily compelled these bad 
defenders of a good cause to complete silence 
Others, who succeeded in obtaining his confidence 
in the sequel, were too much occupied in plunging 
him deeper into the mischief. When, in the en- 
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stung year I returned to Venice Iiow altered alis ^ 
did I find every tlung artiimd him ! 

The effects of the new philosophy « ere soon % j 
Bible in the Princes mode of lift Tlit more pro- 
gress he made and the more friends he acquired in 
Venice the faster his old acquainlnnct begin to 
dropoff I svaa daily less satisfied mlli him sic 
saw each other more seldom and in particular /rr 
seemed to require it less The cumnt of the world 
was Iiearing him aw ay llis house was almost al 
ways filled with company when he was at home 
One entertainment one 1 md of pleasure follow 
cd another lie was the mate toist— the male 
coquet of all parties the hing ond idol of the 
first circles Serious to encounter as he had ima 
gined the great world to be in Ins retreat he was 
now surprised to find it bo triinl in reality It 
came quite as a matter of course — cicry thing ho 
said ivas thought excellent while Ins silcnco was 
pronounced injustice to the world Tins species of 
worldly good fortune — this gcncml succt s inspiring 
him with fresh courage and confidence made him 
appear grcatir than lie really was. The increasing 
good opinion which he thus came to entertain of his 
own merit led him to giic credit to the extravagant 
praises and rtsptet that were lavished upon him 
whicli when unsupported b} tins enlarged sense of 
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ap]K tling UpMiii t till ni'tdnos of till licjil vi 
lliire more of liittorne^i ilnn Jnppf coura^eitii mi 
m tJj{ iwrcaifm hi thtm U uUal J/m temper lx ga« 
to cliangt and Jie prttt cipnoou*. Dio clnifor 
namcntofliis rliaracftr Iim simpltcttj ]ii<iniMt(et\ 
had divipjHjr d Ihtliririi and hfpocT}ti‘< liad 
poi oned till fi mitaiii uf Im lioart and ffcliitp 
kind Rtiddilic-itc dttfimmur Mlorli had inn. 
almo>t lid hi tUinntUnU ta f r^it thitr ti:t%Ur 
siicniilnJ ly n lurnh and ttminandmg tone 
tlio mure dilficuli to Uar a it did n i 
proctixl at all from Iih pnnn!) ulation nlirli lie 
Imi fto n on iigurn tt« •{ irit if { i tm n d »n 
ptnmi) «hicli Inllitm to do^l » i otlnr* |f »omo 
nfiortjon om /cmallt tiiitidlui ;uUo« n)jicli lie 
(liidid in pn inn uftlitm*rid llii) had onl) the 
dr(.>ct of ntidiring him Inrkti to his omi jmpli and 
unhapp} ivliil t III iiilitinid itliir circlen h) hi% 
furcid merriijuiit and uit ^^lth ii}:n]utltixin^ 
fccltop* Mi. bthild him «a} to thii mid and 

dingiruus imjiuUc Liit In lu ird thi \oici i f fruiul 
ship no lunger — he could not hi »toj>pid in nud 
eirocr fur he thin felt too happ) t > li»tin to us 

h jrl) in the first [Hnod of this cnritr 1 mu 
ncaikd to tin caiirtof taj sauntpti h^ an a/Tiirof 
impirtuiici uhich 1 ciuM not us I >altiid tin. 
htron^tst claims of fmndsliip leiitiin tc m„licl 
Vn iinutblc hand sihidi I did nut disiour until 
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THE BARON ^ OV F — - TO COUNT O 

LETTjrit I 

Ma> 1/ 

Many tlianlvs <lear respected friend f »r the 
permission so kindl) granted to continue our for 
mer confidential intercourse although nh ent from 
each other m Inch formed one of mj chief pleasures 
while you remained with us Ilcri. you ore well 
aware there is no one witli whom J dare venture to 
converse upon certain topics which tltc) mi^ht turn 
to my prejudice —for thej area stt of people rrhom 
I dislike As the Prince moreover is hecome one 
of their soaety wholly throwing olf Ins former m 
timacy with us I find mjsclf almost a solitary in 
this splendid and populous city / ■ ■ ■ takes it 
much easier and the Venetian ladies seem inclined 
to make him forj,ot Ins anxieties which he is thus 
compelled to share W'ltli me at home And what do 
you think he had to complain of in all this * lie 
only beholds and wishes to hchold a master m the 
Prince which he finds to his full content while 
I — but you already know how deeply interested I 
feel m the welfare of our Prince and how much 
cause I hare for my anxiety I hart now been six 
teen} ears about his person and from Jong habit, 
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feel as if I lived only for his sake He ii as only 
nineteen nheni entered into Ins sen ice, from v.luch 
period, I may sa^ , n e have nei er been separated 
I have invariably been under liis ow n c} c , a long 
intercourse has slionn him nhat I am, and I have 
borne a part in all his adi cntures, both great and 
small My happiness is bound up in Ins and un- 
til this last unhappy ^ ear, I Jiai e ei er beheld him 
in the light of an elder brother, as veil as of a 
friend I basked, as it were, m the sunshine of his 
happiness, over which no cloud then hung a no- 
ble and delightful career lay before us — we came 
to V enice, and all that w is so fair and so honour- 
able vanislieti Since your departure every thing 

has assumed a new aspect The Prince of D 

has been here several v eeks, along with Ins suite, 
and given a fresh impulse to our already animated 
and tumultuous stj le of life 

“ Being so nearly 1 elated to our ovn prince, and 
being hitherto on a pretty good footing together, they 
are likely, during Ins residence here, which I am 
informed mil be prolonged over the feast of the 
Ascension, to continue pretty inseparable compa- 
nions They have already entered into the spirit 
of the thing with energy, — duiing ten days the 
Prince has scarcely been permitted time to take 

breath The Piince of D has likewise taken 

It with a high hand, vluch he may the easier do. 
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as he sets out again so \cr} shortly hut tlic ^\orst 
of this IS that he has hereby offlnded our Prince 
as he could not well esc ude liimsclf from the so 
ciety and at the same sime thought himself entitled 
from the peculiar land of connection bctu eon the 
houses to assert the rank of liis oun Hence it 
IS probable our oun departure is at hand uithin 
a few uceks at least uithoutuhich it uould be 
necessary ere lon^ to curtail the extra\ ignnt 6t)Ie 
in which lie lives 

The Prince of D as it is said is occupied 

here w ith aif urs of the secret order in \\ Inch he ima 
gincs lie shall pH) an important part That ho Ins 
likewise been introduced amon^ all the connections 
of our Prince }ou wll rcadil) siippo e In parti 
cular hi was conducted into the societ) of the 
Bucentauro with distin^^uislied pomp having for 
some time Mattered himself that he was destined to 
cut a great figure for Iiis wit and spirit inasmuch 
as he had already acquired in his extensive corres 
pondence through all parts of the w orld the flattering 
appellation of the philosophical Prince I know 
not whether \ou have ever had the good fortune to 
meet with him He has very intelligent features 
keen eyes an expression full of tasteful intellect 
much show of reading much acquired nature 
if you will forgive me the word — united to a 
princely condescension toirards humanity with an 
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heroic (o’lfuliMicc in Inif'lJ, mkI m. ‘H-ucnjtr. - 

llC.lSlM cUjfjUdlto ItO lo'llll "i I t })S}U.' !i* 

liom lire tn suiii ‘.Iujiui'j: fju.ihin . in ■ Pfu*c' ' 
If V, (* Mi<li lo form a co'njiino.,! I" I' Til ’'h'n 
the .ul\ mt.iof 111-' htluicn the nnct fjtui t unh<)\<*- 
in|:, anti stirlint; Mt>rth of oiir Pniu», ml iht 
hlii/inji reput itinriof the otlur, \m nu'-t to tfu 
i‘\ out 

" Various nnjinrtant th uitl*'-. h i\ t* 1 • a pi u « in 
tmr I'Sttihlishiuent suite \ou U it us V i hi.*‘ t’hon 
.1 lieu spkiulitl iiouse o]»j)ositi th vt of tin m" 
Procnr.itor, the Pnnti's 1 iie residt ntc h int: to i 
narrow anil toniinetl Onr suit** Ins infia til Ic. 
iwolie mlilition il nanus of ji’iii Moors, Houlucs, 
\c, mill tiers thino is still on tin inir» ni. on 
were ittustoini d to cotupl’in of tin expinditure 
when sou were hire, — I wonder whit ion would 
s.'\ now. 

“The terms we arc upon art mnih tin imc 
as before , e\tepl mdiid, that thi Pruiu, no lom^ir 
leLling the inliuente of voiir jiresinte, i jierhaps 
hecoine more told and distant tow inK us, while 
wo rcceiie little more from him thm is sufiiiient 
for our nppaiel Under the pU.i that we spmh h’d 
Frenth, and no Italiin, lie tontrnes lo setlnde ns 
from most ot Ins fuioiirite tirtlcs , n mt isure I 
should not much persoiialK regret, did I not pertene 
that it arose from a feohno of tonlemjit— that he is 
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abhamed of us and this I am sure u e have not 
deserved 

As I know you m h to hear all particulars I 
must here mention that the Prince has dispensed 
nith the service of nearly the whole of his domestics 
except Biondello whom if you mil recollect betook 
into pav about the time he lost Ins huntsman and who 
in the new mode of life he has adopted seems quite 
indispensable to him The rogue know s ev ery thing 
in Venice — and how to atail himself of his know 
ledge He would seem to he Argus eyed with the 
thousand hands of Briareus e\ er m motion This 
he savs he acquired from assisting the Gondoliers 
and he is particularlv well adapted to the wants of 
our Prince giving him a knotrledge of all new 
faces that arrive and secret information which has 
always proved correct He is thus an excellent 
master of French and Italian which has already 
acquired for him the situation of the Prince s secre 
tary 

One trait however of disinterested fidelity I 
ought to relate to you which is rarely enough met 
mth in persons of his class Latelj a reputable 
merchant arrived from Bimini entreated an in 
tervievv with the Pnnce His object was to lay a 
heavy complaint against Biondello It appears Ins 
former master the Procurator had come to an open 
breach wnth Ins relations in regard to which Bion 
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(lello possessed lus utmost confidence In fact, he 
Avas entrusted w ith all his secrets, and had \o\vcd 
never to roA'eal them, for the advantage of the old 
man’s relatives, Avho should surAiie him. On these 
conditions his master promised to Icmac him a han;l- 
some legacy ^Vhcn his a\i 11 came to he examined, 
there Avere found both in it, and in his other papers, 
certain omissions and doubtful points aaIucIi only 
Biondello could clear up But he stoutl} denied 
that he Iuicav any thing on the subject, refused to 
accept a very considerable legacy, and preserAcd bis 
secrets Large offers aa ere repeatedly made him on 
the part of the surA ia ing relatn es, to betra} them , 
but all to no purpose At length, Avearied AA'ith 
their importunities, and to avoid their threats of 
proceeding against him, he determined to enter into 
the Prince’s service The heir — tins same mer- 
chant, directly resohed to apply to his Highness, 
at the same time mahing fresh ])ropo<:.ils, to am 
amount, if Biondello Avould consent to listen to his 
AueAvs No, even the Aiushes of the Prince A\ere 
unable to induce him to forfeit his promise to his 
late master He admitted to the Prince that such 
secrets had, indeed, been entrusted to him , nor did 
he deny but that the deceased had betn too Aiolcnt 
in his enmity toAvards his oaa n relations , — ‘ yet,’ 
added he, Avas he not my benefactor, my kind mas- 
ter, and one, too, avIio avIioUt confided in my silehce 
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and integrity livin^ and who died in the sime be- 
lief In hort I ^^’as Uic onl) friend nlium lie Icftin 
the world— and to show in) self imwortli) of Ins sole 
confidence —Ins last dtin^ Hl tun added 

stronger inotnes for Ins long and ptr LStnng rtfu 
sal — declirin^ tint such asmial notild not be 
strictl) crmpatiblc voth the rtpiitnl clnracter and 
good name of the decosstd Was not that my 
friend dehcateU and ludil) thought? \ou may 
nell itnn^nu tint tin 1 nnee did not much insist 
after such an exphtution u)H)n his disctnering the 
nature of the seertts winch IhondtHo sought to con 
ccal This rare example < f fidilit) towards Ins de 
ceased master lias olituincd fur him at least the 
most unlimited cunddeiice on the part i f his pre 
sent one 

Farewell! once more in) dear friend How 
much 1 sigh for the same quitt mode of life m 
svhich you here found us ond for which )ou so 
pleasanti) rallied us ’ 1 fiur those good tunes for 

me in Venice are now over and it is much —hut 
the same oh crTntion might be applied also to tbo 
Prince He cannot long continue happy in the 
element avherein he now breathes or otherwase 
sixteen years experience must ha\e been tlirowii 
away upon me 
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TITL BVnON ^0^ 1 —TO COl NT O 

n 1 n n II 

lihl. Mv, 

" Goon tidings , tlinngh I li id iii'mt iin.igiiu’d 
that our rpsidoncc in Venice wtmld Irue heen pro- 
duclnc of any good at all Ves, lie has sa\cd the 
life of i fellou -creature — and I am reconciled to 
him once more 

“ Not long igo the Prince uas returning from i 
meeting of the Buccntaiiro, accoiiijianiod onh In 
two domestics — Biondello heing one lit sonic ac- 
cident the sedan in which he was timed broke 
down, and he was compelled to proceed the re- 
mainder of the wa) on foot Biondello adianccd 
lirst the way lat through ‘•evcral close passige';, 
and the dawn of dat heing at hand, the lamps wore 
either burning dim, or altogether ovtiiigui^lied In 
about a quarter of an hour Signor Biondello made 
the discover} that he did not know whore he was 
The similarity of the bridges had doccned Iu\ cne, 
and, instead of bearing for St 1\I ark's, ho found 
himself in Scstiere di Gastello As he w'as tra\ er-j- 
ing one of the most remote sheets, which led into a 
mam one much longer and broader, he heard a cr} 
of murder ’ The Prince coming a little wat behind, 
though unaimcd, snatched a stall from the hands ot 



scnif Lrn 


one of Ins servants and ran without tlie least Iicsi 
tation towards the spot TJicre he found three fel 
lows setting upon n single man who along with his 
guide seemed to mahe but n ftcblc rtsist ince and 
the Prince aras only just m tunc to jircatnt the fatal 
blow M ith Ills voice ns well as hind folloucd hv 
his servant he so far alarmed the rudians wlio had 
relied upon the secrcs} of the transaction m o lone 
ly a spot, that after venturing to make a slight 
defence they took to flight Half f imting and e’c 
hausted with hi-, defence the wounded man sunk 
into the Prince s anus while his attendant informed 
us that itwas the i^IorchescCivitella nephew to the 
Cardinal of ■ " whom he had saved Having 
lost a deal of blood the Prince s attendant Bion 
dcllo tried his surgical s) ill m binding the wounds 
after which the Prince had him carefully conveved 
to hia unclcb palace which was near at hand 
whither be accompanied him When lie f nmd him 
quite safe and quiet he took his leave without men 
tioning his name 

This however was soon discovered by means 
of a domestic known to Biondello On the follow 
mg morning the Cardinal an old acquaint ince at 
the Bucentauro waited upon the Prince The visit 
lasted more than an hour — the Cardinal evinced 
great emotion —the tears came into his eves and 
even the Prince was moved The same evening 
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tlie patient as pronounced lilcel} to recover, the 
thickness of Ins mantle had protected liim ag.nnst 
the force of the blow s From tins period, not a daj 
elapsed without the Prince paving a visit to the 
Marquess, or rcceiv ing one from his untie, the Car- 
dinal, and a strong intimacy betw'oen the houses 
appe irs likelv'^ to follow 

“ The Cardinal is a respectable-looking se\age- ’ 
narian, vv'ith dignified features, full of animation 
and good cbeer He is esteemed one of the wealth- 
iest prelates throughout the dominions of the Re- 
public He had early the sole management of his 
immense possessions, vv'hicli, with prudence, he has 
not diminished, though without depriving himself 
of any kind of w'orldly gratification 

“ This nephew is his sole heir, though he has not 
always continued upon the best terms with him 
So little IS the old Cardinal an enemy to pleasure, 
as to permit the most avowed toleration in regard 
to the principles and the conduct of the jmung hlar- 
quess His free opinions, and still more free life, 
seem to bring into action only his W'eaknesscs and 
vices , — the dread of fathers, and the husband’s 
curse It IS said, that he owed his last attack 
to an intrigue set on foot wuth the Ambassa- 

dor’s lady He has often been implicated in other, 
and more serious affairs, in which it required all the 
Cardinal’s wealth and influence to save him If we 
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except this trait lie is perhaps one oF the most 
ennable men from lus nunieroiis fiin. qualities nnd 
the possession of all tint rtnilers life dtsinble in 
all Italj But this famil} failing is a hlot upon all 
his endowments while the Cirdirul csiii take no real 
enjoyment in his \nst possessions from Ins anxiety 
lest he should at last lia\c no heir and successor to 
whom to leave them 

The whole of this information I hive received 
from Biondello ind the Prince appears to possess 
a real treasure in him Every day he becomes more 
and more indispensable and lie discovers some 
fresh talent and trait continually The Prince 
lately complained of a slight access of fever and 
could procure no repose IIis night hmp was ex 
tinguished he rang time after time in vain his 
household were plainly gone out some where for 
their own amusement So at length he rose and 
determined to seek tlicm out hut Iic had not pro- 
ceeded far before he heard strains of delicious 
music in the distance Half enchanted he followed 
as near as he could the sounds lie hcird when 
approaching Biondello s apartments ht. sxw him 
playing upon the flute from bis window — his 
whole suite gathered round listening to him from 
below The Prince can hardly believe Ins eyes 
or his ears — while he commands the musician to 
proceed With a surprising degree of facility he 
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began to varj' a very touching adagio air nitli some 
fine extempore accoinpanunents, executed ^\lt]l tbe 
happiest tones, and aTI the taste of a ^ irtuoso Being 
a good judge, as you \\ ell Lnou , the Prince dccl.ires 
that such a musician descnes to he heard in nnj of 
the finest chapels in the place 

“ ‘ I shall he compelled,’ he said to me the morn- 
ing following, to dismiss so excellent an attendant , 
for I cannot afford to reward him according to liis 
deserts ’ Poor Biondello caught these words as ho 
entered the room, 'If}Ou do that, most gracious 
Prince,’ he cried, 'if }Ou dismiss mo, ) on will in- 
deed deprive me of my host deserts ’ 

" ' But you are fitted,’ said his master, ' for 
something hotter than a menial oflice I do not 
like to stand in the way of your good fortune ' 

“ ‘ Nay, my honoured Prince, impose no better 
fortune upon me than such as I liaie chosen for 
myself' 

" ‘ To neglect so fine a talent as you possess ' — 
No , I should never forgive mj self ’ 

“ ‘ Then permit me, most excellent Prince, to 
exercise it, during some short penod, in your pre- 
sence ' 

" After some discussion, this n as at length agreed 
to Biondello had an apartment assigned him next 
to that of his mastei, whence he was to try to hush 
him to sleep with his strains, and also to awaken 
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him ivith the same The Prince then insisted upon 
doubling his salary which he refused unless his 
master would consent to /ef him deposit it as a 
little capital jn his hands sihich in a short time 
he might perhaps m this wav find useful to him 
The Prince is m expectation how ever that his, fa 
lourite attendant will soon he coining forward with 
some petition in lieu of nil this and whatever it 
ma) he it will doubtless ht granted 

Farewell my best friend I shall expect to hear 
tidings of you from B— n with some anxiety 


THE BAROV VO^ F TO COUNT 0 

trTTER 111 

The hlarquess of Civitella who is at length 
quite recovered from his wounds has been intro- 
duced hv his uncle the Cardinal to our Prince and 
seems to follow him every where like his shadow 
The information I obtained respecting him from 
Biondello turns out to be incorrect at all events 
his account of him was very extravagant His fea 
tures are hij,hly engaging and his manners almost 
irresistible It seems impossible to be offended at 
him— bis very first glance completely disarmed me 
Imagine a highly imposing and pleasing figure with 
corresponding grace and dignity — a countenance full 
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of onergj and r\])rcv''ion, opi'ii and nnitinjj: pln- 
siognonn — a M>r\ (1 iticnni: toiu> of \oiu' nnitod to 
^lo^\lng C'lotpieiici’ -md a ulou of \onti.tul lit dtli, 
rendered more da//Iintt !>} tin* most (inislied manners 
and education lie is, moreo\<‘r, free from tiiat 
mean pride and Leremonious stifiiuss so intolerable 
in the rest of these nohks lie apjieirs to hriathe 
onh in in ntmospherc of Miaciti and good-nature, 
added to imith sensihilitt I tliinh his dissipated 
hahits must luue heen s.ull\ inertharged, as I never 
beheld a more perfett and pltasmu ]ntture of sound 
health Were he. indeed, so vvholl) ahindoncd as 
Biondello has represented, it is as certain that he 
must prov'G altogether irresistible 

Towards me, likewise, his manner w as v crj 
open and candid He confessed, with the most flat- 
tering marks of tonhdcnce, that he w as hj no means 
on the best terms wnth his untie the Cardinal, and 
that he had well deserved his displeasure lie had 
adopted serious resolutions of reform, w Inch he en- 
tirclj owed to the example set him In onr I^rincc 
In this W'ay alone, he added, vias there a chance of 
becoming reconciled to lus uncle, the Prince’s in- 
fluence over the w ortin prelate being unbounded 
In fact, he had long had serious failings the chief 
failing, how ever, he now laboured under w as that 
of a sensible friend and guide, such as, he trusted, 
he had at length met vv ith 
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Indeed the Prmco assume*? every quilitj of 
1 mentor tliough at the same tune tli s gnes the 
Alarquis a counter influence of nlucli ho knous 
hou to avail himself Wc see them almost insepi 
rahle at every part) except at the Biicentauro for 
which the Jlarquess w very fortunatch a little too 
young Wherever he appears in companj with the 
Prince he introduces him \iitli all that dihmcv and 
fine breeding winch is quite piculiir to him But 
no one has )ct been found capable of taming him 
and the Prince will deserve to be immortalized in i 
legend should In. succeed in so Herculean a task 
I mucli fear the tables mny chance to be tumid 
upon him and the guide be led oway bv the pupil 
as many preiious circumstances scim to portend 
The Prince D—— ha» taken lease of n 
much to our satisfaction not exccjitnig lint of our 
master What I formerlj observed to jou dear 

O has already happcnwl Betw een tw o cln 

racters so widel) ojiposcd and from so very unex 
pected a collision a good understanding was not long 
to be looked for During the short period he resided 
here he produced a very serious schi m m our in 
tellectual world one winch threatened to deprive 
the Prince of half the admiration he had hitherto 
attracted Whenever he appeared he was sure of 
meeting him as a rival — he everywhere crossed his 
path possessing precisely the degree of cunning 
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and icalous \amtj j that enabled him to and himself 
of the least ad\antaw afforded him h\ our Printe 

C a 

He had no scruples, d^i, as to the jiractic* ol all 
those little arts to raise his other qnalitie-' from 
which a feeling of self-respect deterred our Prince , 
insomuch, that the iornur Mould speedilt hue 
counted numbers on his side, whose brims wire 
their Mcabest portion, while he stood it the head of 
a part), which was (juite adapted to him ' It would 
have been more ^undent to luue conde-icemled to no 
kind of comjictition w ith such a rn d , and a few 
months earlier, I feel coin meed, such is the plan 
w’hicli our Prince would ln%e adopted But he was 
then too far carried aw at h\ the strcini, to make 
the shore at once, trifles had assumed a degree 
of importance in his e\es, which in other circum- 
stances, he would hate despised, his pride would 
not permit him to retreat , more csjieci illt , ,it a 
moment tvhen the rcsnmptidn of his former more 
cbgmlied and letinng character, miglit Iiato been 
construed into a sense of iiiferiontt and fear The 

• The harsh jutlijment wliuli, both here and m othi r parts 

of lus first letter, the Ihiron Von 1 thus jironounces upon 

a very able and atcomplishcd Prince, ti ill appi ir imicli too 
severe to all those who li.we had the pleasure of Ins IIi"!!- 
ness’ acquaintance , and such ojnnion uan oiilj he rcferri d 
to the prejudice and prepossessions of the toiing writer 

Note by Count O 
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tone adopted by them xn argument wft<5 by no 
means the most debcatc and forbearing a spint of 
rivalry xvas axvakened between their parties uliich 
soon involved the principals tlicmstlvcs In order 
to preserve the acquisitions he had made and the 
place which he occupied m the opinion of the world 
he believed he ought as fir as possible to increase 
the opportunities afforded him for shining by adding 
to his pnncelj establishment With this view he 
made feasts and pleasure parties splendid concerts 
presents and plaved high AVliile this absurd nge 
for dissipation extended likewise among their High 
ness followers as an affair of honour a far stronger 
motive than their sense of dut) their tnakters con 
ceivcd It incumbent upon their liberalitv to cncou 
rage it Thus a connected chain of folly produc 
live of proportionate inconvenience and penury was 
the consequence all originating m the Prince s 
weakness — the ivcakness of n moment 

It IS true we are at length freed from this un 
meaning rivalry though our losses are not so easily 
retrieved The Prince s fimnccii are empty he has 
squandered the produce of years of economy and 
we shall now he compelled to leave Venice unless 
indeed we prefer being involved m debt which 
hitherto he has cautiously avoided Our departure 
IS already fixed the moment we receive fresh letters 
of exchange One need not have regretted all this 
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expense^ had tlie Prince reaped any Kind of satis- 
faction from It , but, on the contrary, he appears 
less happy and cheerful than before He feels too 
sensibly that he is no longer what he "h as , he 
■wishes to recover Ins self-respect , he is dissatisfied 
■with himself, and riisheb into new temptations, in 
order to escape the recollections of the last His 
connections seem to increase, and to involve him 
deeper in the consequences which he nould fain 
avoid 

One thing is certain , we must an ay , there 
IS no other chance of redemption , we must abandon 
Venice Not a single line from you yet, my dear 
friend to what ought I to attribute — how explain 
this long and cruel silence 


THE BARON VON F TO COUNT O 


liETTER IV 


June 12 th 

“ Accept my thanks, dear friend, for the proof 
of your recollection of me, transmitted through the 

medium of the voung 13 hi At the same time, 

what did you promise me in regard to ivriting ? yet 
no letter follows — no, not a single line "Wliat a 
very circuitous route must that jmu have sent been 
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running, all this time In future friend O — — 
when )ou are disposed to favour me with an epistle 
despatch to me lij wo) of Trent under the address 
of the Prmet my master 

We halt at kn^jtli been compcHtd to adopt a 
step that uthave hitlicrtoutoided Welnitrecoiv 
cd no rttnittanccs and botti so hard pushed for cash 
as tobeunder the necessity for the fir t time ofop 
plying to a notorious usurer a secret mode of mis 
mg the wind for which the Princt must in future 
smart hat is worse it will likewise dch} our 
departure from this place 

Upon this occasion I entered into s&mc cxpla 
nations with the Prince The whole affair was cn 
trusted to the hands of Btondcllo and the Jew was 
driving his bargain before I entertained any suspi 
cion of the matter I was shocked at witnessing 
the Prince reduced to so Iiumihatmg a dilemma 
Full of regret for tin past and of apprehension for 
the future I resolved to express my feelings upon 
the subject the moment the Jew retired The 
Prince having, been compelled to conclude very dis- 
advantageous terms was pacing the room m no 
happy mood of mind the deeds vv ere lying upon 
the table and I stood at tlie window engaged m 
counting the number of sashes m the Procurator s 
house opposite There was a long pause — at length 
the Prince broke silence 



238 ' 


I'Ol'ULAU 'JAM’S 


‘‘ ‘ F' lie began, ^ you know I do not like to bee 
gloomy faces about me ’ 

" I said nothing 

" ‘ What ' won t you answer me ? Don’t I see 
that your heart is almost bursting to get rid of some 
of Its spleen? Upon my soul, } on must speak , foi 
what, in the name of wonder, are the sapient reasons 
to tie your tongue?^ 

“ ‘ If gloomy be my looks, my gracious master, 
it IS only because I do not see you merry ’ 

" ‘’Yes, I know,’ he continued, ^ you think me 
out of my senses some time since, you are dissa- 
tisfied with all my proceedings, in short When 

did you hear from Count O ?’ 

“ ‘ The Count has never -written to me ’ 

Not written ' — how — ^ivould you deny it ? 
Why, you are two of the most confidential wretches 
in the world So you may as well confess , though 
I do not -wish to pry into your secrets ’ 

“ ' Count O ,’ repbed I, ‘ has not hitherto 

answered the fiist of thiee letters which I have 
written to him.’ 

" I have done you injustice, then,' he re)oined, 

‘ it IS not true ’’ seizing at the same time one of the 
papers I ought not to have done this ’ 

“ ‘ I suppose it was not a matter of choice,’ 


said I 
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I say I ought not to Irtvc put uniltr 

the necessity 

Again I sios silent 

The truth is I helicre saitl the Tnnct 
that I ought ncscr t) Ii irt indulged ni} tushes at 
qU but litre hecumt. im old man at once nhen 1 
tras gronn up If I once attempt to look l)C)ond 
the dismal iinifomiit) of my |mt lifi or to discover 
the source of any real enjoyment if I— — 

Wtre It onl} on experiment gncious master 
I hate no moK to int os the mltnntngc you might 
tlius dtritc from it tumid more tlian trehl} comjicn 
sate you for your loss It grieved me I confess to 
think that the ttorld » opinion ntis to decide }ou on 
a point connected tuth jour whole Iiappiness 

It IS ttell for jou iJiron if you can afford to 
despise It I am its creature— its very slave ^Vliat 
else are ue hut opinion? Every thing relating to 
princes consists m it Our nurbc and preceptress m 
childhood — our la« gitor and our idol in future 
years— *our only stiff in age— ’« hat should royaltj 
do tuthout It? Take nttaj our portion of opinion 
and the lowest of the low would ho a prince com 
pared with us for his destiny at least permits him 
to console himself svith the help of reason and phi 
losophy But a prince who pretends to laugh at 
opinion IS like a priest who should get up -uid 
declare that there is no God 
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“ ‘ And yet, my gracious Prince ’ 

“ I see what you would say you think I might 
burst the magic circle of my birth , — but, can I as 
easily rid myself of all those false and delusive impres- 
sions, arising from education and habit, and which 
have struck deep root, by means of the careful and 
assiduous cultivation ailoided them by a long suc- 
cession of iveak-headed courtiers ? Every one there- 
fore must needs be ivhat he is Our existence at 
the best is nothing beyond w'hat may be termed 
happij display Now, because we cannot contrive 
to be what you would make us, are we to be nothing 
at all ^ If we cannot draw our happiness from the 
pure source of truth and nature, are ive to be per- 
mitted to receive it in no artihcial form , to obtain 
no compensation, even from the hand which refused 
us the enjoyment of the former 

“ 'Yet once you possessed such sources in your 
own heart ' 

" ' Why remind me of them, ivhen they are no 
more ^ And, alas ' why are they so ^ When once I 
betook myself to this idle dissipated existence, in 
order to stifle that internal voice, that steeped my 
whole life in wretchedness , — in order to calm this 
weak, grovelling, yet still inquisitive reason, cutting 
like a sharp knife through the brain, and at every 
fresh impulse of thought, lopping oft some remain- 
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wg brandies of the blighted plant of human Inp 
pine, s 

My excellent master I exclaimed as he rose 
up and paced the cliomber in more than usual 
emotion 

Yes the foundations arc gixmg nay before 
me^ — behind me the past lies like a monotonous 
uaste one sad unvaried region of rock and stone— 
the future offera me nothing I behold the entire 
circle of my existence as it iicrc confined within 
the narrow limits of the present And who shall 
presume to reproach me if I seize these goldtn mo 
ments by the forelock if I rccLivc them with the 
ardour of a lover exhaust their last drops of plea 
sure and embrace them wannlv though but shortly 
ere they fiee from my grasp for evermore 

Once Prince you believed m more substan 
tial good 

'Yes the image of a golden cloud that mocked 
the eye restore it with the same strength of illusion 
and I will worship virtue stiU hat pleasure can 
it afford me to waste m) benediction upon shadows 
that ere the morrow will disappear such as I ? Is 
not every thing upon the wing around me — mark 
how eacli thrusts his neighbour laide from the foun 
tarn of existence to catch himself only a few drops 
and liasten thirsting away Even now while I ap 
von jii « 
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pear to l)e rejoicing in my strength, my dissolution 
IS preparing to make room for some future being 
Give me something -which I can hold fast, — ^that -wall 
endure , and then I will become a virtuous man ’ 

‘ Then, what, my Prince, are become of those 
noble, benevolent feehngs, once the delight and the 
rule of your life ^ Those were seeds for plants of fu- 
ture maturity, of a high and glorious order, to last — ’ 
“ ‘ The future ' to last • Let us take away all that 
man. lierives from his own breast, all that he wor- 
'ships as his self-created Divimty, with nature and 
habit for his laws , and what remains-^ What I have 
hitherto experienced, and what is yet to happen to me, 
only arrests my eye like two black impenetrable cur- 
tams, which hang a veil of mystery over both sides of 
this our mortal destiny, and which no living being 
has drawn aside Already hundreds of generations of 
men have cast the light of their intellectual torches 
upon their dark and heavy folds, speculating upon 
the scenes -that were transacting behind Many be- 
hold their own shadows , the shapes of their terrific 
passions, growing larger, and starting to life and 
motion, from the canvas of -the future , while, shud- 
dering before their own image, they pace along 
Poets, philosophers, and statesmen, have arrayed 
themselves in their dreams, in sombre or enlivening 
colours, just as their destined heaven shone clearly 
or gloomily over their heads, and the perspective 
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opened todieir vie« Here jugglers of all kinds 
stepped fonvafd to clear their benighted vision and 
by exhibiting strange distorted masks mado puppets 
of the imagination and stretched it to bursting 
■with -wonder and alarm Tiet tlii,j broke not tlie 
deep silence that reigns beyond the impenetrable 
veil no voice repbes to us from behind we bear 
onlj the echo of our words returned like a i oicc 
from some deep abyss And in this utter ignorance 
we are condemned to burst the fatal \ eil and inth 
recoding shudder to encounter the reception that 
may await us quid sit id quod tantum pcnturi 
vxdent Inddels indeed came to our aid declaring 
that we merely deluded ourseUes and that wo 
might well see nothing behind the curtain whore 
there was nothing to be seen and then to demon 
trate their argument they hastened tliero but told 
us not 

It was indeed a rash conclusion having no 
stronger ground for their opinion than that of seeing 
nothing 

Now mark me dear friend I am modest 
enough not to be inquisitive or indulge a wish to tear 
away this veil and the wisest plan with me would 
be to keep me in the same humour hy turning my 
eyes another way Yet while I consent to eon 
fine myself ivitliin this narrow circle bmitcd to the 
present this bttle point of time must be allowed 
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to be important to me, and more especially as 
I was very near falling into the opposite course, 
the danger of which I have been pourtraying 
What yon were just now pleased to dignify with 
the name of the great aim of my existence, exists 
no more, is of no farther importance to me I 
know I cannot avoid my destiny — I cannot promote 
It, I feel quite assured that such object of my 
existence remains to be exactly fulfilled I am 
like a messenger, who is bearing a sealed packet 
to the place of its delivery What it may contain, 
IS the same thing to him , he has nothing to do 
but earn the price of its carnage 

“ * Alas ’’ I cried, ' how poor a thing you leave 
me 

“ ‘ Yet,' continued the Prince, ' into what 
a maze of argument have we struck'’ — and he 
laughed as he cast his eye upon the usury deeds 
upon the table ' But after all, not so far wide,’ 
he added, ‘ as you may still, perhaps, live to see 
me adopt this new kind of life. In fact I could 
not so easily wean myself from my former self- 
created and pecuhar properties, nor so speedily 
undermine the foundations of my morality and 
happiness, connected so intimately mth the most 
flattering dreams, with all that I had yet felt 
and experienced I sighed for a portion of the 
frivohty which rendered the existence of most men 
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so mucli more tolerable thin my o\rn Ererj thing 
that seemed to witlidra^v me from myself W’as most 
acceptable Shall I freely confess it to von * I 
wished to loner m)sclf m order if possible to 
destroy the sources of my sufTtringnith my health 
and strength together 

Here we ncrc interrupted by a nsit — shortl) 
however I shall communicate some nens nhich 
you may easily anticipate indeed from the tenor of 
a conversation such os that of to-day larenell I 


THE D \RON \ ON I , TO COUNT O 

lETTI.n V 

our departure from Venice is non fast ap> 
proaching the present ncch mil be appropriated to 
the inspection of nhat is most dcsening cspcaally 
in regard to public cdidccs and pictures of a stran 
gers attention too generally delayed in n long 
residence to the last The marriage of Cana from 
the hand of Paul Veronese has been more especially 
held up to us as an object of nondcr and applause It 
1$ to be seen m tlic Island of St George in n I^fonas 
lery of BtnedicViTke y wi Tnuat. txpecl 

no description from mo of this great master piece 
avhich astonislicd though it did not charm me so 
much as I had been led to flatter myself it would 
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It would have required ns many hours as ve could 
afford minutes to study a compositien consisting of a 
hundred-and-twenty figures upon a ground more 
than thirty feet in breadth "What human eye is 
capable of grasping so vast an harmonious u hole , 
or to enjoy, in one impression, the perfect beauty 
which the artist hfts every where lavished upon it. 
It is to be lamented that a uorlc of so high a 
standard, which ought to be exhibited for the grati- 
fication of the public taste, should be allotted no 
wider a sphere than a monkish refectory The 
Church of the same Monastery is no less entitled 
to regard, being one of the finest in the whole city 

“ Towards evening we made a party to visit the 
Gmdecca, intending to spend a few cool and plea- 
sant hours in the charming gardens Our small 
company soon dispersed itself in various directions, 
while the Marquess CmteUa, who had been seeking 
an opportunity the whole of the day, dreu me aside 
to speak with me 

" You are the Prince’s friend,’ he began, ' One 
in whom he seems wholly to confide I have I'ery 
good reasons at least for believing so Happening 
to go into his hotel this very day, I met a man 
whose occupation is well known to me, coming 
forth, and there was evidently a cloud upon his broW 
as I accosted him I wished to clear this matter 
up, and you cOnnot deny it,’ he continued — ' I knew 
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thermn too udl \nd i* it rcallj |h»»mWc that 
^\Ink iic boasts fnctids nbo xrould Ui donu tUiir 
hvcs for him in Vimcc the Pnnee Mill iliign to 
urailliimsclf of inch creature^ at cicrj slight in 
convenience’ He camlid with mi Hirnn is the 
Ihrince in onv diffictiltj * If w it vtcre m vain for 
jou to conceal it for vvliat you mav refuse to con 
tide to me I am sure to learu fmm mv man uho 
knows tvery thing 

"M) good lord ! 

Pardon me’ I fwl I must oppcarmtnum 
III order to escape the charge of ingratilude To 
the Prince I am indebted for my life and vrimt i» 
)ct more fur a reasonable use of it Shall 1 Uliold 
him then taking, steps hardl) noiiliy of Jus high 
statiun-^sUall I feel it in m) }>owir to assist and 
a moment dela) such nsvistance ’ 

Tlie Prince, I replictl is not m difiicuUits. 
Some letters which we cxpcctid b\ wa) of Trent 
liavc not hitherto reaclud their distnmtion doubt 
less bj accident or perhaps from some uncertaint} 
as to his departure ~somc expectation of hearing 
farther accounts from him This h is aircad} taken 
place and until thcn--> 

He shook his head — Do not mistake me he 
added there can be no (]ue*stiou of m} serious obli 
gallons to the Prince whicli the entire wealth of 
the Cardinal m} uncle would be inadequate to re 
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pay My sole obiect is to spare liim the anxiety 
of a few uneasy moments Itly uncle is possessed 
of immense property, o^er^\lncll I ha\e unlimited 
power A luchy accident permits me to a\ail 
myself of the sole means I have of rendering m^ - 
self useful to the Prince I know,’ he continued, 
‘ all that delicacy exacts from me this, hoi\ e\ er, is 
mutual, and it would only be generous in the 
Prince, to afford me this slight gratification, i\ ere it 
merely for the appearance, in order that my sense 
of the infinite obligations he has conferred upon me 
should be known ’ 

“ Having said this, the Marquess refused to lea\e 
me before I made him a solemn promise to do every 
thing in my poiv cr, to preiail upon the Prince to 
accept lus ofters, though I had small hope of suc- 
cess Pie confessed he was willing to receive any 
conditions from him , hut that it -would certainly 
grieve him much, were the Prince to refuse to treat 
him in the business wholly as a friend 

“ In the warmth of our conversation we had lost 
sight of the rest of the company, and were looking 

out for them, when Z approached us 

“ ^ I am in search of the Prince ,’ he cried , ‘^is he 
not here 

“ ^ No , we are looking for him We supposed 
he was with the rest of the party ’ 

The company is all togethei, but he is not to be 



scrilx.fr 


249 


met wth I cannot imagine how he contrived to 
elude us 

Here the Marquess suggested that he was 
perhaps gone to examine the neighbouring church 
about which he had appeared to be v ery curious We 
directly set out thither to seek him At a distance 
we caught sight of Biondello who appeared to be 
waiting m the porch As we drew nij,h the Prince 
issued hastily from one of the side doors inth a 
glowingcountenancehiseyessought Biondello whose 
name at the same time he called He appeared 
to be enjoining him something very urgently with 
his eyes still directed towards the door which re 
mained open Biondello then ran hastily into the 
church while the Prince without remarking us 
mingled in the throng os if hastening back to his 
party which he rejoined before our arrival 

It was our intention to take supper in an open 
pavilion belonging to the garden where the Mar 
quess was prepared to surprize us by the performance 
of a little concert There ivas one young singer 
in particular whose delicious voice and charming 
figure created general admiration The Pnnce 
however spoke little and seemed to pay no atten 
tion to her His absence of mind w as evident his 
eyes were directed towards the spot where he ex 
pected to see Biondello and he appeared as if 
struggling with some deep internal emotion Civi 
u 5 
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tella liKjuired how he lihed the churcli, but he was 
unwilling to enter into any discussion Several 
very hne pictures were then mentioned , but it was 
plain he had not seen them These questions at 
length appeared to annoy him, and the subject n ns 
diopped Hour elapsed after lioUr, and still no Bion- 
dello returned The Prince’s impatience now grew 
extreme , — he rose early from table, and sought one 
of the tnost retired walks, which he paced up and 
doivn alone No one could form an idea of what 
had happened to him I did not venture to inquire 
into the eause of so strange an alteration of manner, 
as it is long since I resigned the place I formerly 
held m his confidence With equal impatience, 
therefore, I awaited Biondello’s return, to cast Some 
light upon this new mystery 

" It was aftet ten o’clock before we asain saw 
bim The tidings he brought the Prince had no 
effect in rendering him at all more communicative 
In evident ill-humotir he returned to the party j 
the gondolas were piepared, and in a short time we 
found ourselves at home. 

I could find 110 Opportunity of conversing with 
Signor Biondello during the whole of that evening , 
and I was compelled to sleep upon my cutiositj’’ 
The Prince left ns early , but a thousand distract- 
ing thoughts prevented me long from closing ni} 
eyes Late at midnight I vVas awakened by a 
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^oice and I felt a band dra\%n across mj face 
Starting up I sair the Prince standing with a light 
m his hand at m) bed side lie said he could not 
compose himself to ri t and intriatid me to assist 
him in gettin^, through the ni^^ht I was preparing 
to dress m)self but he bade me lie stiU and took 
lus station at the foot of my bed 

I met with an occurrence to-daj he began 
whose impression will be erased on!) with my 
bfe lleft>ou os }ou arc oirare to sec the church 
respecting which the Afarquess had piqued my cun 
osity and which had ulnad) attracted m) eyes at 
a distance \s neither you nor he we c just at hand 
I trarersed the short distance alone Ciondcllo sta 
tiomng himself m the porch way The church I 
found empty a cold dead chill si emed to strike me 
as I entered from the glowing and sultry day with 
out I stood alone amid the spacious vaults where 
a death like stillness rcigncil around I then paced 
through the centre of the dome and gave ni)sclf up 
wholly to the impression it was altogether calculated 
to produce B) degreesmy ejtn became more fixed 
upon the grand and solemn aspect of th it majestic 
place I was absorbed in deep and trunsportod con 
templation The steeple tolled the hour above my 
head the sound echoed softl) through the spacious 
aisles and even through my soul Some altar 
pieces at a distance attracted my attention I had 
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\\aiidered, iinohsencd, throiigli llio of tint 

<?ule of the clmrcli, to tho farthest end of the oppo- 
site side Here I came to sercral steps raised round 
a pillar, rvliicli conducted me into a clnpel, where 
there were sescral little altars, and statues of sunts 
jnseitcd in the niches As I turned into the cliapel 
towards the right, I heard a whisjunng of persons 
spcalving both soft and tenderh I directed m\ 
03 cs toaards the sound, and beheld, onh a few steps 
from me, a female figure , but it is quite impossible 
to describe it I was at first seized with such a 
feeling of alarm and aw’o, — soon changed to one of 
the most delightful astonishment ’ 

” ‘ And this figure, my dear Prince, — arc 3 ou sure 
that It was some In mg and breathing object — quite 
real — and no pale picture, no illusion of the fanc\ 

“ ‘ No Hcarfartlicr — it was a rc.al lad} , but, 
till then, I must assuredl} hare neicr beheld an} of 
her sex All loobed dark around , dn3 -light shot 
only through a single wandow' into the chapel, and 
the sun’s rays rested only upon her form ''rt’’ith 
inexpressible devotion, half kneeling, half l}mg, 
she w as stretched before an altar , one of the most 
striking, most lovel} , picturesque objects, present- 
ing the most beautiful outline in all nature Her 
lobes were black, enveloping the most exquisite 
shape, and tlien spreading in most ample folds, bke 
the Spanish dress, over her body , her long light 
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it impossible to show any fair preference for tlie 
individual pieces The Prince, however, decided in 
a moment, no sooner had he fi\ed his eyes upon 
them, in succc'^sion, than the Madonna seemed to 
absorb his whole attention Though he indulged 
his admiration of the other two, highly commending 
the painter’s skill, in this he seemed to lose all idea 
of his art, his whole soul being absorbed, as it ivere, 
in the work The emotion he felt was great , it 
was with difficulty he could cease to gaze The 
artist, well aware of its impression on the heart, as 
well as the judgment of the Prince, had the avarice 
to declare, that he would not separate the three 
pieces, for which he required 1500 zechins One 
half this sum was in vain offered him for the Bla- 
donna, though, who knows what might have been 
the result, had he had to deal with a less pertina- 
cious purchaser Two hours afterwards, none of the 
three were any longer to be seen This picture of 
the hladonna now recurred very forcibly to the 
Prince’s mind 

" I stood,’ he continued, ‘ gazing on her in as- 
tonishment She did not observe me, so wholly ab- 
sorbed did she appear in her devotions She n as 
adoring the Divinity, while my adoration was fixed 
upon her, surrounded as she was, by nothing be- 
sides holy things. The images of saints, altars, 
binning tapers, had often appealed to my soul in 
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\aiii non > for the firbt time the spirit of devotion 
came over me as if I stood m the inmost sanctuary 
Shall I confess it ^ — at that moment I felt perfect 
faith in the symbol uhicli she clasped m her beauti 
ful hand I already read her answer m her eyes 
thanks to her charming piety it drew me irrcsist 
ibly after her up into the regions ot the sky 

She rose and for the first time I recovered 
my presence of mind In trembling haste I turned 
aside but the noise I made as 1 went discovered 
me The near presence of a man might doubtless 
alarm her —she might blame my intrusion yet 
neither of these feelings were expressed in the look 
she gave me Peace onl) ineffable peace with the 
beautiful smile of virtue played over her face She 
was descending from her heaven and I was the first 
blissful being she haded on her return The last 
outpourings of her adoration still shone round her 
her feet had not yet touched the earth 

Some persons stirred in another corner of the 
chapel there was an elderly lady who rose from a 
cushion close behind me whom I had not before 
perceived she was only a few steps from me and 
must have obsened every motion I made This 
confused me I cast my ejes upon the ground and 
they passed by me I watched her as she went 
through the porch how finely rose her at once 
lo^ ely and majestic figure ’ — what grace of carnage ' 
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She no longer loohctl hhc the same being frC’h 
charmb en\ eloped her, ns I follouod her in the dis- 
tance, uncertain liether I should \ enture to ha? ird, 
and perhaps rccene Inch, another glantc Did she 
not, thought I, fi\ her c}cs upon me as she uent 
by, though I did not \ enture to raise nunc from 
the ground ? Oh, how much this mere doubt rached 
mv soul ' 

obser\ed tbc} stopped, — jet strange, I 
could not stir a step from the spot The elder per- 
sonage remarked the disorder of her hair, and hand- 
ed her a parasol, uhile she proceeded to arrange 
It Ah ' how much more disordered did I uasli to 
behold It ' liOAV much I ished I could hai e para- 
lyzed the old ladj ’s hands ' Her toilette u as soon 
finished, and she approached the gates I hastened 
my steps — half her figure uas already gone, — all , 
— I caucht onh her shadow She is "one ' I said 
No, by heavens, she is coming back a fiouer has 
fallen from lier breast — she stooped — she looked 
back — it was at me For uhat object could she be 
seeking m the cold dead walls behind her ? No, I 
was no longer a stranger to her, though she had the 
heart to leave me behind as well as her flowei , — for 

my dear F , I am ashamed to confess how very 

childishly I doatedupon a single look, not intend- 
ed, after all, perhaps, for me ’ On this last point. 



ho^ve\er I kindly attempted to xe assure the 
Prince 

Strange he proceeded after a deep silence 
strange that there should be something ^vluoh one 
has never knoivn — never missed and yet that in 
a few moments one should live and breathe for that 
alone • Can a single moment so perfectly roetamor 
phose any human being • It ould now be as im 
possible for me to indulge the same wishes or the 
same pleasures of yesterday js it would be to re 
turn to the toys of my childhood — all since I be 
held a single object which lives and rules in the 
inmost recesses of my soul It seems to say that 
I can love nothing more with such intensity that 
nothing mure the world has to boast can produce 
any impression upon me ’ 

But consider my gracious Prince in what 
a very romantic situation you were placed when 
the apparition surprised you what a combination 
of circumbtances laid siege to jour imagination 
thus suddenly encountenng the awful stillness of 
the place its contrast to the noisy crowd and the 
sunny day light which you had juat left You gave 
way to Its impressive character as you observed 
and from the contemplation of artificial beauty 
around you jour feelings were wrought up to a 
favourable pitch for the reception of its real forms 
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one of which, in all its lively reality, contrasted with 
the lifeless, breathless figures around you, took you 
by close surpnze Her beauty, which I admit may 
be great, was beheld through a favourable medium, 
in a touching position, whicli. a devotional feeling 
raised into dignity and grandeur , — and what could 
be more natural than that your vind fancy, feasting 
upon the ideal, construed it all into something more 
than mortal ’’ 

“ ‘ What ' can the imagination give what it never 
1 eceived ^ and, in the whole scope of my experience, 
of all I have seen and felt, what is there I can place 
in competition with this single image ^ Perfect and 
unchanged, as at the moment I first beheld it, it is 
yet impressed upon my memory — there is nothing 
beyond this single form , yet out of this, you might 
construct for me a world ’ 

" ' My gracious Prince, that is love ’ 

" ‘ Must it necessarily possess a name — under 
which I am to be happy Love ' .degrade not my 
feeling by giving it a mere name, so misappropriated 
by many thousands of weak spirits Who ever be- 
fore felt what I do now ? The same being never 
before existed, and how can the name be admitted 
before the emotion to which it is meant to refer ^ 
Mine IS quite a novel, pecubar feebng, connected 
only with this single being, and only capable of ap- 
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preciating her I/ove* no I am safe from what is 
called love 

Of Course you despatched Biondello in pur 
suit of the lady merely to hear tidings of her safe 
arnval home AVhat might be the nature of his in 
formation ? 

He ’ he discovered nothing — at least as muck 
as nothing He overtook her it the church door 
An elderly respectably dressed man resembling 
rather a decent citizen than a domestic made bis 
appearance to conduct her to her gondola A num- 
ber of mendicants stationed then selves in rows and 
lost sight of her with eMdent regret Just at this 
time a hand was stretched forth containing some pre 
cions stones The lady said something to her com 
panion which escaped Biondello though he is in 
dined to think that slit spoke m Greek When they 
had walked a good part of the w ay ton ards the canal 
a throng of people began to collect together for her 
extraordinary fine features seemed to arrest all the 
passengers No one knew her but beauty like 
hers is born for sovereign rule Every one made 
way for her with the most respectful air She 
threw a dark veil over her face which reached half 
way down her waist and hastened to the gondola 
Along the whole canal on the Guidecca Biondello 
kept her in view ns far as he possibly could but 
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the throng prevented him fiom lindini; ^\hcro she 
disembarhod ’ 

" ' But did he take notice of the boatman, so as 
to recognize him again f’ 

“ ‘ Yes, he thinks he shall he able to find him , 
though he is not acquainted n ith anj of Ins class 
Tlie poor mendicants, whom he inquired from, could 
give him no farther direction than that the Signora 
had visited the spot on the SuiuHv eienings, for 
some w'eeks past, and each time h.id di\ -ded a gold 
piece among them It w'as a Dutch ducat which 
he had obtained in exchange, and which he now' 
presented to me ’ 

“ ‘ She IS apparentl} a Greek, — in point of rank, 
or at least in point of fortune, sufliciently respect- 
able. Enough, and perhaps too much, to he granted 
at first, gracious Pi nice But a Greek ladj to be 
met with m a catholic church ’’ 

“ ‘ Why not. Sir ^ She may possibly hai e chan- 
ged her creed besides, there is some iny stery , for 
why come only once a w'eek — and on a Sunday 
evening, to visit this church ? Next Sunday evening 
at latest must decide tins question Until then 
however, my good friend, assist me to while away the 
intervening slow and heai y hours But my desire 
to behold the termination of them is wnnged wuth 
an eagle’s speed ’ 
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And when that day sliall appear what is to be 
done then ^ what will happen do you think? 

‘ Wliat ^vlll happ n ? — I shall see I shall in 
the first place inquire her place of residence — who 
she IS ? What can that signify ?— what I saw made 
me happy and I already know what will make me 
happy ' 

And our departure from Venice the begin 
ning of next month ^ 

Nay hou can I be sure that Venice can at 
that time boast of possessing such a treasure You 
are inquinng i^to tny life of yesterday Hare I not 
entered upon a new existence from this time forth ? 

I now imagined I had found an occasion of 
keeping my word given to the Alarquess I hinted 
that our prolonged residence here would not very 
well suit the state of our finances and that in case 
he put off our departure beyond the prescribed 
period there would be no maintenance for his esta 
blishment I was now informed of a secret — no 
other than that his sister the reigning Princess 

of had often to the exclusion of his other 

brothers made over to him very considerable sums 
which she ^vas content to double in case of his find 
ing his household troublesome 

This sister a strange enthusiast as you are 
well aware thmks she cannot better appropriate 
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the savings derived from her omH' contracted esta- 
blishment, than by furnishing licr brotlicr \v ith ad- 
ditional means of indulging his ^\ ell-lviioii n benefi- 
cence, which she so warmly commends I already 
hnew .that an intim ite correspondence subsisted be- 
tween them , but while I had all along attributed 
the Prince’s expenditure to the usual sources, I was 
not aivare of its increase by these means It is, 
therefore, clear that he has a\ ailed himself of such 
means, unhnoivn to us, as he still continues to do , 
and, if I may v enture to decide from w hat I know 
of his character, he would not admit any other 
mode of assistance, as being inconsistent with lus 
ideas -of honour And tet I fancied I had fathomed 
him but, after this discoi cry', I felt it v ould be 
rash to venture the hlarchese’s proposal of assist- 
ance Judge, then, of my astonishment, when at 
length it escaped my lips, to find it accepted with- 
out the shghtest difficulty'. He even commissioned 
me to arrange the affair wutli his friend in the 
manner I concened best, and instantly to discard 
the usurer Doubtless he must, meantime, haie 
written to his sister 

" It was already morning before W'e separated 
Disagreeable as I admit the occurrence thus ex- 
plained to me to be, both in itself and its probable 
results, perhaps the wmrst of all is, that it seems to 
threaten a further residence m Venice Fiom this 
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new pa&siou indeed 1 should rather augur good 
than evil as the most powerful motives for with 
drawing him from his metaphysical dreams into the 
concerns and feelings of real life I should flatter 
myself that it umuld not merelv be attended with 
the usual crisis like some ably treated distemper 
hut carry off the old inveterate one along with it 

Farewell my dear friend the whole of these 
tidings you receive fresh after the incidents that 
produced them The post is on the wing and you 
niU be presented with this letter and the one pre 
viously written on the same day 
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Jalj20th 

The Marchese Cmtella is certainly one of the 
most ivorthy young fellows jn the world The 
Pnnce ivas scarcely gone before I received a note 
from him enforcing his former offers wath renewed 
earnestness Of course I instantly fonvarded him 
a bond m the Pnnce s name amounting to COCO 
zechiDs and in Jess than half an hour 1 received 
nearly double the amount both in letters of ex 
change and jn sobd cash The Prance at length 



POIM.LAH TAI.I*- 


2r>i 


Asscnlcd to increase^ tliovich the bond, which 
ran for the period of m\ wochs, impti'ttho Mine 
time he acLopted 

The wliolo of the ciiitmig weeh was deiotcd 
to inquiries after the injsterioiis Greeh Biondidlo 
set all his iiistrumoiits to worh, though all without 
success lie, indeed, found the gondolier, hut from 
him he could learn nothing, except that lie h ul 
landed hotli ladies on the Isle of IBuraiio, where tv o 
sedan-chairs wore in waiting for them He believed 
them to he English, both of them speahing a strange 
tongue, while thc^ paid him in gold He did not 
even Know their guide, though he tooh him to he a 
glass-manufacturer from IMiiraiio We were now, 
at least, certain that she was not to he mot with in 
the Guidecca, and that most prohahlv she must re- 
side somewhere in the island of IMuraiio, hut, un- 
luckily, the Prince’s descnjition of her person w as 
not adapted much to giv e a third jiersoii a correct 
and sober idea of it 

“ In fact, the passionate interest winch he had 
felt in a single glance w ith wdiicli she had fav oured 
him, had prevented Ins seeing her , and in a tas^' 
where most others w ould hav e hcconie h nx-ej od to 
all that passed, lie appeared to have been struck 
blind According to liis account, a person would 
have felt inclined to seek her prototi pc in the poe- 
tical descriptions of Ariosto or Tasso, rather than in 
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a Vtnetnn Island Besides such inquiries must bo 
instituted \\ith the utmost cmtion lest they should 
awaken suspicions that might defeat thtir purpose 
Biondello boin^, the only person besides the Pnnee 
who had seen her and that onlj through her \ til 
was selected to seek her out ns being able to re 
cognize her in all public places at winch shd might 
possibly appear insomuch that the poor rogues 
life during a whole w cck was a scene of incessant 
hurry running from one street to another and 
siting every spot in Venice Throughout the Greek 
churches more partwularlj the search was \cry 
active yet wnth the same result 

The Prince whose impatience onl) increased 
with disappointment now solaced himself with his 
last hope of meeting her on the Sunday evening 
His uneasiness was excessive Jfotliing could ivith 
draw his attention from that one subject notlimg 
direct it to any other object He was in constant 
feverish emotion he threu off all society and his 
passion was increased by solitude Yet never per 
haps had he been more pestered with visits than 
during that week His approaching departure had 
got wind and brought n press of people It was 
necessary to keep them in play m order to with 
draw their prying curiosity from the Prince while 
he too must be employed to prevent Ins yielding 
himself wholly up to his fancies In this exigence 
voi. Ill N 
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Civitella stepped to our assistance, and performed 
his part admirably in driving away the throng, 
by introducing high play, with which he hoped 
again to attract the Piince, and so divert the roman- 
tic passion which he had so unreasonably imbibed 
‘ Cards,' observed the Marquess, ^ have preserved me 
from committing many a folly, and repaired many 
which were committed The reason and repose of 
which I had been robbed, by a pair of fine eyes, I 
often found waiting for me at the faro-table , and 
never had woman more dominion over me than 
when I have been in want of cash to play ’ 

“ I leave you to judge how far the young Mar- 
chese’s reasoning is just but the means proposed 
soon began to prove more serious than the evil we 
sought to remove The Prince, for whom gambling 
boasted no charm, unless accompanied by high 
wagers, confined himself within no limits For 
once he appeared quite out of his own element 
He seemed to do every thing in a passion, he was 
all eager impatience, and his well-known indiffe- 
rence to money, was in this carried to complete in- 
sensibility Gold ran through his fingers like drops ' 
of water He lost invariably, for he played without 
the slightest caution His losses soon amounted to 
immense sums, ivhile he still betted away like one 
reduced to despair I state the amount, my dear 



0 with a deep regret m four days he threw 

aAvay more thau 12 000 zcchins 

Nou do not reproach me tnj own reproaches 
are enough to bear Yet hon could I interfere? 
would the Pnnee hear me? Could I do more than 
argue uith lum ? Certain I did all m rnypoucr 

1 ha\ e no reason to accuse myself 

The SlarchcSe likenisc lost considerablv I 
won about COO zechms The unlucky bets of the 
Prince began to make a noise the more, so as he 
appeared incapable of tearing h»ns«‘lf from the ta 
ble The "Marchese « Lose joy wns endent in thus 
binding the Prince as it were to hnn handed him 
the different sums and it was long before tbo dice 
were remnicd Tiic Pnnee then found himself in 
debted to his friend Cmtella in the sum of 24 000 
zechms Oh ’ how I long for all the •spare cash of 
his frugal sister ' Are nil pnnees the same think 
you dear friend? Tht Prince conducts himself 
Uke one who pays the Marquess a particular cowpli 
ment a high honour the latter meamvhile lias 
driven a good bargain 

Civitella wished to persuade me that these ex 
cessive losses on the side of the Pnnee would be 
the best po-jSible means of restoring lum to the calm 
enjoy ment of his reason Ht however stands in no 
need of money he does not even feel such losses 
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and has three times the sums constantly lec’clj at the 
Prince’s command The Cardinal himself assured 
me, that his nephew's conduct here met u itli his 
approbation, and that he is prepared to confirm all 
his acts 

“ It IS unfortunate that these \ astly liberal pro- 
fessions have in no way answered the purpose One 
would imagine that the Prince had at least play ed 
uith zest By no means his thoughts were far 
away, and the passion we sought to destroy, appeared 
only to gather fresh strength from disappointment 
IVlien, for instance, a decisive strobe u as about to 
be played, and every one’s ey'es were fixed upon the 
board, his were in search of Biondello, in order to 
catch the latest intelligence he had obtained from 
the expression of his countenance Biondello had 
got no tidings, and his master’s losses continued 
as gieat as before 

“ The gains, meanwhile, fell into very needy 
hands Certain of youi Erccllc/icie?, who, according 
to the scandal of the lower class, were in the habit 
of purchasing their frugal dinner, and carrying it 
home from market in their senatoiial dress, entered 
our house hhe poor mendicants, and left it in very 
good phght Civitella pointed them out to me 
See,’ he said, ' how kind Fortune has been to 
those poor devils, while she runs counter to some of 
the discreetest fellows ih the world This I like 



FCIIILLI II 


I2fi0 


It 13 pnnccly it is ro}al A great man even in 
his errors you sec mikes numbers of people hippy 
as a stream orerflou iii^. its binks ftrtilires the ailji 
cent lands 

Such ideas may be noble and splendid enough 
jet the Prince is ncrortheless indebted to him 
21000 2 cchms At length the long wislitd for 
Sundaj evening made its appearance and he «as 
prepared to set out directlj after dinner to explore 
the contents of the said church On arriving he 
took up las position m the siinc chipcl uliere lit 
6rst met uith lus fair iinknowm yet in such a u-aj 
os to conceal him should she appear from her now 
J3iondcllo was stationed at the entrance with dircc 
tions to open a dialognc with the lady s guide 1 
took upon me the part of a casui! passenger— to take 
a seat in the same gondola— and to keep the mystc 
nous personages in sight sapposing other parts of our 
plan to fail At the precise spot where the iKiat 
man declared he had landed the ladie* tw o litters 
neroordcred tohem readiness and the Prince had 

further ordered Z to row another gondola in the 

rear of the former The Princes own part was 
solely to enjoy the light of her connttnance hj 
gazing at her in the church suppose, he could catch 
her there The >oung Marquess was to keep out of 
the way altogether his reputation among the Vene 
tian ladies being hkely to produce mischief hy ex 
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citing the “^ubpicions of the part} as to the ohiect 
iniieAV Tims you sec, inj dear Count, thatuc* 
have taken our measures uith equal ahilitj and 
prudence, so that no blame can he attached to us, 
should the fair one escape 

“ Never, perhaps, were more ardent uishes of- 
fered upon any church before, and never V/ere the\ 
more egregiously disappointed. There sat the Prince 
until sunset, starting at the least \ oice, at the rust- 
ling of every dress, the jarring of everj door, — 
his ej es on all sides, following the sound Seven 
long full hours had elapsed, and no signs of the fair 
Greek I need make no comment upon the state of 
his mind during this period You know what hope 
deferred is , how much worse when cheated alto- 
gether* a hope upon which he had feasted for the 
space of sei en daj's, and as many nights 


THE BARON VON T TO COUNT O 

LETTER VII 

Julj — 

“ This mystery attaching to the Prince’s fair 
unknown, has reminded his friend the hlarquess 
of a romantic incident, which happened some little 
time since to himself With the view of dissipating 
his friend’s chagiin, he said, if we had no objection. 
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he would communicate it and I slinll give it to 
you in lus oun uords '^uu must not liowovcr ex 
pect to find the same Inely spirit which ho so haj>- 
pily infuses into t\cn narratue that issues from his 
lips 

In tlic spring of last year began Ciulelh 
I was unlucky enough to embroil in) self nitb the 
Spanisli Ambassador an ancient gentleman who 
had fulfilled the age appointed to nnii by upwards 
of sir years being full three score and ten yet 
nho had the folly to dream of jn‘irr)ing a }onng 
Roman girl of cig,htccn IIis sengeanee pursued 
me my friends insisted upon raj saiing my life by 
timely fiiglit^ and not to return until the hand of 
Jiature or some luckj change should has c depnv 
cd my sraspish old cnemj of his sting As I ftlt it 
too severe n punishment to lease Venice altogether 
I consented to take up my abode in a retired quar 
ter of Jlurano sshcre I took n solitary residence 
under a strange name passeil tbe day under a 
cloud and duly gasc the mght to friendship and 
to pleasure 

Mj windo^vs overlookc*! a garden theucst 
side of uhich communicated with the ring fence 
or u alls if you w ill have it of a convent Touairds 
the east there lay a view of I«nguna in form of a 
peninsula The garden enjored the most charming 
site possible though it was bttlc frequented When 
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my friends used to break up in the inoi iiiiif;, I •Ge- 
nerally sat a feu momenta at mj windou, uatclniig 
the sun rise over the great gulf, and then bid 
him a good night And, if you, my dear Prince, 
never yet bad the pleasure of a similar prospect, I 
recommend e\acth the same station, the best, per- 
haps, in all Venice, to enioy so grand a prospect in 
perfection. The purple night, if I maj so sav, 
hangs enchanted o^ er the deep , u hile a golden 
mist IS perceptible in the distance, on the skirts of 
the Laguna The heavens and the sea repose m 
debcious silence , as if awaiting the return of daj 
In a few seconds look again, and you u ill see its 
glorious waves like one flood of fire ' Oh, it is 
truly a transporting sight, it ought to be seen 
Well' one morning as I was thus employed, I hap- 
pened to remark that I uas not the only spectator 
of the scene I heard voices m the garden, and 
turning my ear to the sound, I observed a gondola 
darting close along side of the bank Soon a male 
and female figure were visible in the garden, attend- 
ed by a little black boy , the lady arrayed in white, 
a diamond ring on her finger, though it was too 
dusk to perceive more. 

“ ^ My curiosity was piqued Trust me, said I, 
here is an assignation, and a loving pair , yet in 
such a place, and at so very unusual an hour — it 
was scarcely three o’clock, — and every object uas 
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veiled in tlie dusk of night I thought the 
incident a novel one and a good foundation for a 
romance so I took the trouhlc of awaiting the 
result 

I lost sight of them rm soon m the garden 
boners and it was long enough before thej re ap- 
peared Itfeanwliilc a delightful song was heard 
probaUp from the lips of the gondohir who hit 
upon this method of curtailing the tedious time 
One of his comrades not a gre^at w i) off diilj re- 
plied to hts strains The seiM*» wore Tassos 
time and place were m perfect unison and the me 
lody fell sweet and softlj on the oar of night 

Da) m the meanwhile dawned and objects 
were discerned more plamtt I sought mj people 
whom I found hand in hand in one of the broadest 
walks often standing still but nlwa}s with tlieir 
backs towards me and proceeding farther from my 
residence Her fine easy carnage convinced me at 
once of her rank while her noble )et loicl) air 
and shape made me au^ur as much of her beauty 
They appeared to converse but little tlio lady 
liowever more than licr companion 1 he full blaze 
of day which threw all surrounding objects into the 
clearest light seemed to make no impression on 
them thev walked as uncbncerncdl) as before 

Whilst I ne\t w as emploj ed in adjusting my 
glass so as to bring them as nearly as possible into 
N 5 
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vieU;, they again eluded me by tinning into a side 
■n alk , and it was some time before I caught another 
glnupse of them Tlie sun was now quite up , they 
were approaching straight towaids me, and h\od 
their eyes upon my face 

“ ‘ What a heavenly form did I behold ’ Was it 
illusion, or was it the effect of magic? Surely I be- 
licld something more than mortal, for my eyesight 
bcomed to fail me before the angelic brightness of 
her look so much gentleness, so much ma]C&ty 
united in one What dignity and spirit, and what 
dmnely blooming youth* But ivhy attempt to de- 
scribe what I saw' enough that I had never been 
blessed w itii the sight of true beauty before 

“ ‘ Tlie interest of their dialogue seemed to drop 
as I drew nigh, and I had full time to feast nij* eyes 
upon hei face As I next turned my eye upon her 
companion, I W'as even more surprised than I had 
been with all her beauty He was in the prime of 
life, of very noble stature, rather slight than full , 
but what a spirit beamed from his ey es and rested 
upon his ample brow— so full of godlike and noble 
thought Even secure as I conceived myself to he 
from all discoveiy, I w'as unable to stand proof 
against the piercing glance that shot from beneath 
Ins dark thick eye-hrow's Yet there wms a touch of 
sorrow in his looks, while a fine expression of bene- 
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Aolence relie\e(l the deep and senous earnoslnc^s 
which cast a shade over his whole countenance lie 
had also a certain cast of features not quite Eu 
ropean which together with lus dress of the first 
fashion yet m a taste botli ncli and appropriate 
that could scarcely howeacr be imitated— altogether 
gave him n peculiar air so ns not a little to height 
en the impression of hts arholc appearance A dc 
gree or wildness in his eye seemed to announce an 
enthusiast though his whole exterior character and 
deportment showed that he must ha\c basked m 
the 0)6 of the world 

Z— — aiho as jou well know cannc\er 
conceal what he thinks could here no longer ro 
strain himself Our Armenian ! lie cried it 
can be no one hut our Armenian * 

Armenian! what do you mean? if 1 may 
inquire observed Civitdla 

Has no one informed you ^ it is a mere 
farce replied the Pnnee But no interruption ! 
I begin to feel interestdl— ivhat of him ? Pra) pro 
ceed anth your narrative 

There was something inexplicable in his 
whole deportment His eyes were fixed upon the 
lady avith a remarkable expression of anxiety and 
passion wheneaer she did not obserae him hut the 
moment her e)es met his he looked doavn abashed- 
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Is the man m his senses thought I I should 
like to know more of him^ — an age would not af- 
ford too much time to examine him 

‘ The trees again concealed them from my 
view Long did I again await their return ^ but 
this time in vam, though 1 caught a glimpse of 
them from another window They w'ere standing 
before a piece of watei, at a certain distance from 
^ each otherj neither uttering a word In this situ- 
ation they remained silent for a consideiahle space 
of time Her full soul- expressive eye was turned 
upon him with a penetrating look, as if catching 
the thoughts as they rose in his mind Instead of 
meeting this sort of challenge with a farm and open 
air, he cast a sidelong and irresolute glance towards 
the water, as if musing upon her image in the trans- 
parent \\ ave , or gazed stedfastly at the fagure of 
a dolphin, playfully casting up the stream into the 
basin It is impossible to say how long this dumb 
show might have continued, had the lady been able 
to support it she was evidently too deeply inter- 
ested In spite of Ins strange abstraction, she non 
approached him with the most engaging sweetness 
of manner, and throwing one of her fine arms over 
his shoulder, took his hand in hers and pressed it 
to her lips Even this appeared to make little 
impression upon him , he seemed rather to permit 
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tlnn to enjoy it nor did lie return that lovely 
being s caress 

There was something liowercr very alTccting 
in the manner of it more particularh m regard to 
him Deep emotion was labouring at his breast an 
irresistible power appeared to impel liim towards 
her a secret arm to drag him hack Silent yet 
agonizing was the struggle the lovely temptation 
being so near him No 1 xaid to myself he is un 
dertal uigtodotoo much He will he must sooner 
or later yield 

At a sign from the unknown the little negro 
bo} disappeared Now I counted upon o tender 
scene indeed — tint I should behold him upon his 
knees soticitnig her forgiveness with a thousand 
tender appeals hut there was nothing of the sort 
Tins strange being only took out a sealed pacquet 
from his porlc feutUc and put it into the ladj s hands 
An expression of sorrow crossed her features as she 
gazed upon it and tears sprang to her eyes 

After a short pause the scene hrol e up An 
elderly lady now drew iiigh from a side alley wlierc 
she had doubtless been in w iiting though she had 
joined them The two ladies left him walking 
slowlj and conversing as tliey went while he avail 
ed himself of this occasion to retreat though he 
frequentlj stopped gazuig after her and seemed 



T'OIMfr.AU TAM S 




irr(*';olulc m ^^llAt to ttt At Irn^lli he (li‘;np- 
pcarod .iTnoiig tlic trees 

“ ‘ Again tl»o\ apjH''’r in sight, ns if mixiousl} 
looking for hull , niul stop to uwait his return 
Blit he conics not, the huh loohs more fi irfnlK 
tlian before ninl reilonhles lier steps I esjilore ill 
sides of the garden uith nn e\e, hnt there are no 
Signs of him he returns no more 

‘ Suddenly I hear a rustlino sound from the 
canal, ind a gondola ])iishcs from the shore It is 
he, and n\ith difliciilt) I restrained nijself from 
tallimr to him It was lum daj -light, and there 
M IS the parting scene Thev now appeared to sus- 
pect what I knew the jonng lady hastened to- 
wards the shore, faster than her companion could 
follow' her It was too late the gondola skimmed 
the water like in arrow, and soon the aioMng of a 
white hamlhcrchief was all that was to ho seen 
Shortl) I ohsened the ladies proceeding in mother 
boat 

“ ‘Awakening out of a short sliimher, I began to 
laugh at the illusion I had e\poriencod I\I\ imagi- 
nation had heen husj with the past scene, and its 
reality appeared to me soiled in dreams I saw a 
maiden, charming as a Ilonn, from nn waiidows, 
w'andenng avith her lo\ er through the garden how’- 
ers, ere the break of day — a lo\ er, w ho was dull 
enough not to turn suck an hour to better account 
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This altogether apjKared to me so stmngo a medloj 
as to be n cll eiiougli adnpted at once to excuse nntl 
to fire the fmc\ of a dreamer But the dream uxis 
too beautiful not to attempt to reneir it os often as 
I could men the garden winch had conjured up so 
many charming objects for tlit t)e would appear 
more delightful than before I was rcuarded for 
mj absence from the window during scrcral ensu 
ing days by taking advantage of the first fine esen 
ing to station myself at my favourite post Imagine 
my astonishment when the sshitc robe's of my fair 
unknown soon burst upon my ere It was she it 
was indeed she herself and no longer ^ras it nil a 
mere dream 

The same elderly matron was with her hold 
mg a little boy by the hand the lady however ap 
peared lost m her own thoughts and walked op rt 
Every spot was Msitcd in succession which she had 
before trod in companj with her unknown She 
hung long over the pitcc of water and she gazed 
and gazed upon its surface as if ogam hoping to 
catch his image reflected m the pure element 

If her beauty bad at first surprised me she 
now attracted me by features of a softer, though not 
less powerful character and I had full opportunity 
to contemplate them Her form corresponded mtb 
the angelic cast of her countenance and my asto 
nishment 'vas now lost in feelings of a sweeter 



POPULAll TAIjES 


2I]0 


kind The gloiy had vanished from her hrows, 
and I now beheld only the loveliest of Avomen^ one 
that set my ivhole frame in a glow I came to the 
conclusion that she must at once be mine 

“ ‘ While I was eagerly debating whether I 
should venture out and approach her, or first make 
soihe farther inquiries respecting her, a small door 
opened from the convent-walls, and a Carmelite 
Llonk made his appearance Hearing Ins approach, 
the lady left her place and proceeded towards him 
AVith an eager step He drew a paper fiom his bo- 
som, Avhich she seized, while a flush of pleasure 
brought the blood into her face J ust at this mo- 
ment, my evening visitors interrupted me, and I left 
the window, desirous of preserving this stolen plea- 
sure for myself I passed a whole hour with infi- 
nite impatience in their company, before I succeed- 
ed in ridding myself of them Instantly I returned 
to my station, but all had disappeared 

“ ‘ I ran down the garden, alas ' ivas quite 
empty, and not an oar to be heard upon the canal — 
not a trace of a human being left I neither kneiv 
whence she had come, nor whither she ivas gone 
Casting my eyes keenly on all sides of me, I thought 
I caught something Avliite gbtteriiig in the sand at 
a distance from me I ran towards it, and found a 
folded paper upon the ground , the same, it struck 
me, winch the Monk had delivered into the lady’s 
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Innds ^Vliat a lucky hit I exclaimed the 
i^liole mystery •will ho cleared up here and hence 
fonvard I shall hecorat master of her destiny 

The letter had a sealed cypher uith a sphinx 
and UTis mthout anj direction But I uas not dis 
mayed for I had si lU enough to dcc}pher similar 
epistles I copied it in a moment dreading tint on 
missing it she would return to claim it Were she 
not to recover it she would naturally suspect that 
the garden was frequented by other persons which 
might ha\o the effect of deterring her from revisit 
ing It And what could prove so disastrous to me 
as such a result > 

What I predicted came to pass I hod scarcely 
hnished my copy before she reappeared with the 
same companion both evidently searching for some 
thing they had lost I fastened tlie letter to a 
splinter which I got from a roof and threw it down 
m a part of the ground by which she was most 
likely to pass The lovely pleasure w hich shone in 
her face as she recovered it was a sufficient reward 
for my generosity With a piercing glance as if 
she were about to detect my profane touch she 
turned the letter over and over but the gratified 
manner m which she consigned it once more to her 
bosom showed that she indulged not the least sus 
picion She then left the place casting a look of 
grateful homage to the genius of the spot whicli 
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li.id SO fAitlifullj proscr\cil ll»e clicnslicd secret of 
lioi heart 

“ * I now hastened to decypher my new treasure 
I tried it in u -variety of tongues, and at length 
found it ansivcr to the English Its tontents -were 
so very reniarlvahle that I acf|nirod tlieni In heart 
“I am here interrupted, ind must reserve the 
conclusion for another post ” 


THE BARON VON I TO COUNT D 

i.ETTrn viii 

August 

‘‘ Indeed, my dear friend, I think you .are iin- 
pist towards poor Biondcllo Your suspicions are 
surely unfounded I give up all other Italians to 
you — only this one, he is honest You seem to con- 
sider it quite unaccountable that a man of his shin- 
ing talent, and with such manners, should volun- 
tarily enter upon a menial oflice, unless he had some 
secret object in view% and that such designs, if 
entertained must prov'c dangerous But why? Is 
it so very extraordinai that a man of sen^e and 
shrew diiess, of no great prospects, should desire to 
make himself agreeable to a Prince, wdio, in such 
case, may become the patron of his future fortunes 
Has not the man cleaily showm that his attachment 



to the Prince is personal > Has he not already de 
dared that he had a petition he meant to prefer at 
some future time> Tim will doubtless clear up 
the whole m} stery such as it noiv appears to you 
He may to be sure (.ntertmn secret nen-s but this 
by no means proves them to be dangerous 

\ ou express vour surprise that the man should 
ha\e concealed his accomplishments during the first 
month while you resided with us when he made 
no kind of display and that he should hare 
since brought them into active play True but 
when had ho opportunities afforded him sooner The 
Pnnee d\d not look for them and his recent abili 
ties ere discovered br mere accident 

He has still more recently proofs of Ins inte 
grity and devotedness which must tend to remove 
your suspicions altogether The Prince is evidently 
watched Secret inquiries arc on foot respecting 
his mode of life his acquaintance and las con 
nexions The source of this inquisition is unknown 
but hear what follows 

In the neighbourhood of St George here is an 
open house of entertainment ■« hich Bioudello oc- 
casionally frequents — for what purpose except some 
love affair is uncertain A few days ago he ^vas 
there and met a party of advocates and officers of 
the Government all former friends and acquaintance 
of his and all greatly surprised and pleased to re 



284 


POPUIiAR TALES 


cognize him Each began to i elate liis adventureSj 
and Biondello was likemse called upon He de- 
spatched them in a few words They expressed their 
good wishes for his advancement in his new career , 
they had heard of the Prince’s gay style of life, and 
more especially of his liberality towards certain 
people, who knew how to keep a secret , that his 

arrangements with the Cardinal A are well 

known , that he was fond of play, Ac They then 
began to rally him upon his affected mystery, though 
every one knew that he transacted all the Piince’s 
affaiis The members of the law got him between 
them , the bottles were sent round, and they chal- 
lenged poor BiondeUo glass after glass He begged 
off as far as he was able, bearing very little wine, 
and contenting himself with appearing only to join 
in the carouse 

“ ‘ Yes,’ cried one of the advocates, ‘ Biondello 
understands his cue , but he has not yet learned all , 
he has to learn — he is only half-bred ’ 

“ ‘ In what am I wanting inquired Biondello 
“ ‘ Why,’ said the other, ‘ he knows how to 
keep a seciet, that is clear, but not how to make 
the best use of it, by giving it wind ’ 

“ ‘ Is there a purchaser for it, then asked 
he again 

“ The rest of the party here -withdrew, leaving 
him betiveen his two legal friends, who continued 
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their questions In short they attempted to bribe 
liim to inform them of the Pnnet & connexion ivith 
the Cardinal of the source of his sast expenditure 
and of the nature of ra) correspondence intli Count 

0 in particular Biondcllo once more excused 

Inmself hut as to who was the real nuthor of these 
mquincs he could learn nothing Prom the splcn 
did offers honc\cr made him if he uould confess 
they must doubtless proceed from some wealthy 
individual 

Tlic Prince was informed of the whole affair 
only yester evening At first he seemed desirous 
of securing the agents in this transaction hut was 
dissuaded hy the representations of Biondcllo It 
vvas clear that they must have been again set at 
liberty when not merely the faithful fellow s ere 
dit but his bfc would be placed in the utmost jeo- 
pardy from the vengeance of the whole legal body 
which IS 1 nown to stick scry compactl} toge 
ther on similar occasions He would prefer he 
said to base the chief counsel of Venice Ins de 
clared enemy rather than apjiear m the light of a 
traitor to a class of people among whom he shou d 
thus lose his credit along with the power of being 
useful to hi3 Prince 

We have debated a good deal upon the real 
source of these inquiries What Venetian for in 
stance can be interested m the knowledge of our 
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Prince’s establishment — of all he receives and dis- 
burses — and what is the nature of his arrangements 
with Cardinal A , in addition to my corres- 

pondence with you Can it possibly be at the in- 
stigation of the Prince of D , or must we attri- 

bute it to a fresh attempt of the Armenian 


THE BARON VON F TO COUNT O 

LETTER IX 

Tidings indeed ' the Prince is almost mad 
with debght and love ’ He has found his fair 
Greek Hear in what manner this occurred 

t 

“ A stranger, ^ust arrived by way of Chiozza, 
and who had a deal to say respecting the fine site 
of that city, and about the Gulf, excited the Prince’s 
curiosity to behold them Yesterday was fixed for 
the excursion , and, in order to avoid all constraint 
as well as expense, it was determined that only 

Z and I should accompany him, with Biondello 

for Our attendant, the Prince wishing to remain 
unknown We met with a pleasure-boat just on 
the point of saihng, and agreed for it The society 
was of a very mixed kind, but by no means remark- 
able, any more than our voyage thithei Chiozza is 
erected upon a very spacious pile, resemblmg V e- 
luce, and contams about 14,000 inhabitants It has 
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ftw nobles but vou meet with sailors nnd fisher 
men almost nt e^ery step He who boasts a wig nnd 
a mantle is pronounced a wealthr citizen wliile a 
cap and band arc the sjmbols of u mendicant Tlic 
situation of the cit\ is beautiful jf we put Venice 
out of the question 

Ve did not long amuse ourselves the vessel 
which had also other passengers being bound to 
return to Venice nnd the Prince not wishing to 
sta) anj longer Vhen we approached the rest 
had already taken their scats and ns the xiumher 
bad greatly increased on our return w e agreed for 
a separate place for our«elies 

riie Prince inquired what other passengers 
were there and hearing that they wer? onlj a Do- 
minican I^lonk and some ladies returning to Venice 
he expressed no sort of curiositv to join tliem 

The fair Greek Iiad been the object of our ex 
oursion and of our conversation as we came and 
so it was on our return The Prince wais dwelling 
upon her appearance in the clmrcb with eloquent 
wairmth fresh plans were projected and refused 
time sped away and before we had the least idea 
Venice lay before us Several of the passengers 
now went aloft and the Dominican was one The 
captain went to seek tlie ladies separated from us 
only by a thin partition in order to learn where he 
was to set them down 
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“ ‘ At the Isle of Murano,’ was the answei , and 
the house was likewise mentioned ' Isle of hlu- 
rano,'* exclaimed the Prince, as a suspicion of the 
truth struck upon his soul Before I had time to 
reply, Biondello rushed into the place ‘ Does the 
Prince know the companions of his voyage^’ — The 
latter sprang to his feet ‘ She is here, herself ’’ 
added Biondello ‘ I come this moment from her 
guide ’’ 

" The Prince hastened out The room was too 
close for him the world itself would at that mo- 
ment have appeared too narrow A thousand con- 
tending feelings took possession of his breast He 
changed colour , his knees trembled , and I almost 
caught his emotion , it was more powerful than I 
can describe 

“ At Murano the vessel made the shore The 
Prince was the first to spring on land She came 
and I saw from the Prince’s look when she was 
coming A first glance removed every doubt , never 
did I behold a more lovely form , all the descriptions 
I had heard were less than the truth A glowing 
colour came into her face as she caught sight of the 
Prince she must have heard the whole of our con- 
versation, and felt convinced that she was herself 
the object of it 

“ She cast a speaking look upon her compamon, 
as much as to say , That is he ' and she then cast 
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clown her e)ts o'trponercclwith confusion A mr 
roiv board w'as tbromi across bctcv ccn tlie vcs'^cl and 
the sliore over which she had to pi<s She loohed 
anxiously towards it a fen moments hut less as it 
struck me from fear of cn’ossing than from inability 
of doing so before the company she nas in but the 
Prince ivasalreadj at her side and had given her Ins 
hand She accepted it and was mcr m an instant 
Ills cxccssiic emotion made him forget Iiis usual 
courtesy the cldcrl) lady seemed to await his re 
turn but in vain 'What imjit he not indeed 
hai e omitted at hueli a moment ^ 

In this cxigencj I prolTtrcd tlic old dame my 
services and this led to a conversation an ex 
ample already set us by the younger part\ 

The I nnco still held her hand in his more I 
conjecture from confusion of mind than a loluntarj 
act on his part 

It IS I htlievc not the first time lady— 
that — that —and there he stuck fast 

I should I think remember —she said in a 
low tone 

In the — the church he rejoined 
< In the church it was I believe repeatel 
the lady 

And could I Ime suspected that here — to 
day — so near you — 

Here she, withdrew her hand gently from his 
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^rabp Uic Prince was cwulontlj Iomuc: lus wa\ 
Bioiulello canu* to liis assislnncc , and left the 
guide. 

“ ‘ Please jour Ilighnoss, the ladies haicsedan- 
chaira ordered at this place, hut we hau' 'armed 
earlier than the hour mentioned There is n gar- 
den close at hand here, where \nnr Highness might 
seelv refuge, until the time from the surrounding 
throng.’ 

“ This proposal was accepted, mui nnj imagine 
wuth liow' much satisfaction, h\ the Prince. They 
w'ent, and continued there until evening. It de- 
volved upon Z and me to entertain, meanwhile, 
her elderlj’ chaperon, in order that the Prince’s 
dialogue W'lth the fair Greek might not he inter- 
rupted That he availed himself of this occasion 
sufhcientlj'^ appears from the fact of liis havung ob- 
tained permission to visit her Even while I am 
engaged m vvriting, he is there ; and w hen he shall 
liav'e returned, I will inform j'ou farther of his 
vuews 

“'Yesterdaj% on our returning home, we found 
letters of exchange aw'aiting our arm al, accompa- 
nied hj’^ a letter, wdiich threw the Prince into a vio- 
lent passion It contained Ins recall, convej ed in 
terms to which he has been little accustomed So 
he forthwith replied in a similar tone, and intends to 
remain The remittances are just suflicient to en- 
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able liim to pt) the interest on the capital nhicli 
lie has borrowed We arc lool ing foru ard with 
some anxiet} for an ansner to the Princes letter 
from his sister 

THE B\nON VON F TO COUNT O 

LETTCn X 

September 

Tnr Prince is at open breach with his own 
court and all our usual resources are cut off 

The 6t\ wool s at the expiration of which he 
was to refund the sums lent lij his friend the Afar 
quis had within a few dajs elapsed and jet no 
farther remittances neither from his cousin 
whom he had the most urgently solicited nor from 
his own sister "iou may well imagine that Cjvj 
tella made no allusion to the subject though the 
Prince entertained well grounded suspicions that 
such would be the case Yesterday about noon wl 
received an answer from the roj al court 

Not long ago we had entered into a fresh con 
tract for our present hotel and avowed our in 
tention of prolonging our residence here The 
Prince handed me the letter without any remark 
but his ej es sparkled, and I read its contents on 
his brow Could you haae concei\ed it dear 

0 ^ The most trifling particulars relating, to 

o 2 
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the Prince’s affairs and Ins connections in tins jilace, 
with the addition of a thousand false reports and 
accusations, have been noised abroad at court ' It 
has been ascertained/ say their last adv ices, ' that 
for some time past the Prince has thron n off his 
former character, and adopted a line of conduct 
completely at variance with the irreproachable mode 
of life he had at one time observed lie had aban- 
doned himself, in the most shameless manner, to 
vv’^omen of pleasure and to plaj , overwhelmed 
lumself with debt, lent himself to the impostures 
of Higglers and seers, and entered into intimate 
relations wuth prelates of the Catholic Church 
That he had, likewise, retained a court, and an estab- 
lishment to which his income was wdiollv inade- 
quate , and that, as it is farther rumoured, he is 
about to seal the enormity of such a course of life, 
by an example of apostacy from the religion of Ins 
family and his country If, moreov er, he is desirous 
of refuting this last charge, a speedy return home 
offers the only real means In this case, he must 
apply to a Venetian banker, renderihg an account 
of his whole debts, who will have orders to furnish 
him, after his departure is made known, and he is 
actually on his w^ay, with a certain sum, wuth which 
it would not otherwise be thought fit to entrust 
him ’ What accusations ' and in what a tone con- 
veyed ' I read the letter again , I w ished to lay 
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hold of something to soothe the Prince s feelings 
hut no It wos quite impossible ^ 

Z now reminded me of the secret inquiries 
made from time to time respecting our movements 
from Biondello The time the nature of them 
all circumstances favoured the supposition We 
were mistaken in attributing them to the Armenian 
it was now clear from what source they proceeded 
Apostacy too ' yet who could thus be interested in 
so vilelj defaming the character of our princelj 
master I apprehended it might have originated 
with the Prince of D— whose policy led him to 
adopt such means of removing so formidable o rival 
from his favourite Venice 

The latter remained silent his c}cs fixed on 
vacancy in a manner which alarmed me I threw 
mjself at his feet For Heavens sake my dear 
master I cried adopt no violent resolutions 
You will you must always command ample re 
sources at your pleasure Leave the arrangement 
of such matters to me It is altogether beneath you 
to notice such calumnies only permit me to remove 
every slightest imputation of blame The calumni 
ator will be found and the ejes of the world open to 
the truth 

In this situation we were joined by Civitella 
who inquired with astonishment into the cause of 
our emotion Both 7 — ■ and I remained silent 



I’orLiv’.n 


2')1 

Tlie Prince liniing licen long in the hnlnt of Tnaking 
no distinction hetween Ins friend, tlie I\rar(}iiis, and 
ourselves, and heing too violeiitl) allected to adopt 
tlie most piudent part, coninianded us to hand him 
the letter I wished to oppose this , hut, snatching 
It fiom 111} hand, the Prince himself prc'jciited it to 
him 

“'lam join poor dehtoi, i\Iarqnis/ he began 
when the latter laid the letter don n, vvath looivs of 
great surprise ' hut do not let that disturb you , 
accord me only twenty moie days’ grace, and you 
shall tlien be satisfied ’ 

“ ' Dear Prince,’ cvclaimed Civitella, in deep 
emotion, ' do I deserv e this 

“ ' No ’’ said the Prince, ‘ } on nev er reminded 
me I have to acknowledge } oiii delicac} , but, in 
the course of tw'enty dats, as stated, I shall have 
the pleasure of lefunding jm!! ’ 

“ ‘ How can that be?’ inquiied tlie lilarquis, evi- 
dently at a loss , ‘ how should this follow ? I cannot 
divine ’ 

“ We explained as far as we were able, and he 
recoveicd fiom Ins surprive ' The Prince,' he add- 
ed, ' ought, I think, to enforce w’liat is due to liim, 
and abstain from violent measuies i\Ieanw'hile, I 
trust, the Prince v’all deign to accept my influence 
and Cl edit, as fn as the^ wall go ’ 
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The Prince said not a word 'ind the Marquis 
shortly took his leave Our master paced tlie room 
at a quick tep he appeared to labour with some 
strange emotion At last he stopped and uttered 
something between his teeth You may congratu 
late yourself he died at mne o clock 

We both gazed on him with a feeling of terror 
Congratulate yonrself he continued — Good 
fortune ’ I shall congratulate myself ’ Saul he not 
so ^ What did he mean by that ^ 

Why do you allude to that now cried I 
uhat has it to do here? 

I could not comprehend at the time nhat 
the man meant Non 1 do Oh it is an mtoler 
able hateful burden to have a master over one — 
Sly noble Prince ' 

Who can make us feel our servitude Ah it 
must be sneet' Here be checked himself but 
the CKpression of his countenance alarmed me I 
nev er witnessed such before 

riie lowest of the low he continued or 
heir presumptive to the throne • It is all one ’ 
There is only one distinction between mankind 
that of commanding or obeying 

Here lie again cast bis eye upon the letter 
\ ou have beheld the man who had the audacity 
to w rite me such a letter Now w ould you deign to 
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iiotnc liitn jn tli«* tf cl> luA h not ip- 

pouited him to lu j our im'tti r ■* Hj ’ siurt 

IS siiimUmi}: trr.iutl ahotit .* thrum ' 

" I lu tunltnm (1 m th< s"m( to, it , ndtxprt oo^ 
fell from hi‘ lij), ehith I shotthl h> <orrv to put to 
paper. At the • iim liim he h I (lrt>p '• rin 11111*1 eu* 
v.hieh surpri/eu mt not .1 litlh , aiiil ou" vi.uh 
m.u he followed h\ tin mo'.t d uiot run- remits It 
\\i)uld ippeir tint ue hi\i all iloiii,' hit 11 in i on it 
error, rtspectiiio the n itun of thefuiiilj t utiiiei tioin 
lit the court 

“ The Priiitt then jirocctded toumuir the lilt*r 
on the spot , uotuithstimdino all nn reinonstr uitis, 
iind in a tone, uhich len\ts little hojie of futun ac- 
commodation 

“ You Mill doiihtless hi desirous, do ‘r () 

of lenrtiine: somethin'; farther rcspeitirt!; tin fur 
Greek , and I am coiicirned to add, tint this too is 
a subject upon mIucIi I cm con\i\ no oTitifun'„' in- 
telligence No kind of inftiriii ition is to he cluitid 
from the Prince himself, ulio-i interi>st as u ill, is 
Mhose dnt}, I sus|ieit it to he, to jircser;e the jiro- 
gress of the mIioU* affair secret That the huh, 
lioweter, is not of n Gieek lamih, is ih ir, shi is of 
noble birth, and n Genmin I ha\e triced ,i certain 
report, rum got nbro id, « Inch refers lier, on the mo- 
thers side, to rojal origin, the fruit of unhapjij 
love, Ailncli has made a good deal of noise m Eu- 
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rope She has hoen compelled according to the 
same authority to scch. refuge m % enice from the 
snares laid fur her by n great jiersonage the cause 
of that mysterious socro ) mIucIi so long defied the 
Prince s researches after her place of abode 

The high respect avitli winch the Prince inra 
rnhly mentions her name combined w ith other con 
siderations in regard to her oppcir to confirm the 
tnith of such a supposition 

The passion ubich lie liasconcencd for her 
dailj acquires fresh strength At first his \isits 
were short and seldom m a week or two the) be 
came more frequent and not a di) now passes w^th 
out an mtorueiv 

The evening arc spent in her compan) and 
■when absent from her his motions remain secret to 
us He appears to be greatl) changed he wanders 
abroad more like one in a dream than the same be 
who so lately interested liimsolf m a variety of 
pursuits which are now become quite indifferent to 
him 

In what must all this end my dear friend ? I 
confess to you I tremble yes I indeed tremble for 
the future' This open breach with his own court 
has already placed him m tlie humiliating situation 
depewditig for support upon a single person he 
feelh he is the pensioner of the JMarquis Civ itella 
He IS become master of our secrets I maj add of 
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our wliole clostnij ’Will iio uluays continue to 
tlnnlv as nobly, in rogaul to sucli circumstances, as 
lie now appears to do > Will tins good undei stand- 
ins liem tlie test^ is it wise or mcII to entrust even 
the most excellent of inanlvind singh with so wide 
a laiigc of importance and of power? 

“ A fresh despatch has just heen foi warded to the 
Pimcc’s sister I trust I shall he ahle to acquaint 
■\ oil with the result in m)’’ next lettei At present, 
faiewell ” 


f 77ic CoinU 0 /lerc w} lie's in confinnaUon ] 

But, alas ' this promised letter nev er arrived 
Three months elapsed hefoie I obtained any fresh 
tidings from Venice an interruption, the cause of 
vidiich too fatally appeared in the result The 
whole of my friend’s letters, from the peiiod men- 
tioned, weie intercepted and destioyed Tlie world 
may imagine my feelings of soirow and astonish- 
ment, when, in December of the same ymar, I re- 
ceived the following account — 

“ You have nev'ei yet written You answer 
none of my letters Oh, lose not a moment ' hasten 
hither, if you retain any leniains of love, of fear, 
for us , fly on the wnngs of friendship — oui last hope 
IS in you Read this over and over, ‘ our sole hope 



IS m jou • The poor Alarchese s grounds will proio 
mortal the cardinal tows bitter revenge and liis 
assassins arc in pursuit of the Pnncc Oh I my dear 
m) unhappy master ' oh tile ) et agonizing destim ' 
Is It indeed come to this! "^lust wc he compelled 
to hide ourseh es like the 1 ist of w retches from the 
w capons of assassin — ofmoKlercrs? 

I address this from our snnetuar) oh God ' 
from the content I mean whither the Prince has 
fled ' lie IS now rc^iosing on n hard coucli near 
me jes he sleeps but it is the slumber of mere 
exhaustion which mu t awaken him to a Keener 
sense- of hi sufh.riii^ During the ten do)s of the 
Marche co illness no bicep ri ited his eyes I was 
present at the opening of the bodj traces of poison 
were detected To-day it is to be interred 

jSeed I say dear O — - mj heart is torn 
with anguish I hate been witness to a scene winch 
no time will ever erase from mv momor} I stood 
before lier death bed \es she too is fled tlie 
lovely saint employed her last moments—tlie dj iiig 
eloquence of her siphsond tears— in feeble language 
to lead her loacr into the heavenl} path she was fast 
pursuing Our fortitude — tlie fo titude of all w lio 
heard her aaas put to a severe proof the Prince 
&lone stood firm firm while he suffered tlireefold 
the agonies she endured lies he had tieii strength 
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of mind to refuse the fond eiitlmsinst the last sweet 
prayer she preferred to him, to follow her in the 
path she was going ” 

(J« tins last Icttci was contained the following ) 

“ TO THE PRINCE OE ERO'^I IIIS SISTER 

" That holy and absolving church alone, which 
effected so bright a triumph over the passions of the 

Prince of , will not withhold its consolations, 

nor its means of directing you likewise, in that line 
of life and conduct, the result of such a triumph 
I have shed tears , I have uttered prayers over your 
errors , hut my hand is open no longer for means of 
supplying the abandoned 

HENniETTA ” 

Upon receiving such a mass of terrific intelli- 
gence, I instantly set out, and posted day and 
night , in the third week I found myself in Venice 
But I only arrived to offer useless consolation and 
assistance, for I found him happ}’’ , the Prince no 
longer stood in need of my weak support IMy 

fiiend F lay stretched upon a sick couch, he 

was too ill even to see me, though I received the 
following lines, under his hand “ Hasten away, my 

dearest O , hasten ■whence you came The 

Prince is no longer in want, either of your senices, 
or mine IIis faults and errors are all expiated, — 
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the Cardinal himself appeased, the Jrarchese ogam 
restored Do jou recollect the Amionian nho 
perplexed us so much last j ear ? In his arms the 
Pnnee is to he found — the Prince who within these 
five days past has heard the first mass 

Notwithstanding these dissuasions I hastened 
to see the Prince hut tvas show n from the door 
At the bod side of mv fnend I oftcravards heard the 
whole of this strange unaccountable historv 
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THE spoirr OF destiny * 

Ai.o\sim AON G \\-is tlu* son of o toin- 

innmn of some note, in llio Conijn.n’s ser- 

Aite, niid the trerms of Jus nnturnlh liejipt i:enni> 
AA oic early unfolded b\ ilihctil edutition While 
tet\onn<i, hut aa ell grounded in tiie pnntiples of 
hnoAA ledge, he entered into the militnrA seriice, 
under hisiintiAe Prince, to aaIioui he soon innde him- 
self knoAAii as a Aoung man of creat merit, and still 

greater expectations G aaus noA\ in the full 

gloAA’ of Aouth, and the Prince ihout tlie same 

a^e G AAas rash and enterpri/ing , aaIiiIc the 

Prince, of a similar disposition aa is fondU attuehed 
to such characteis Endued A\ith a rich Aein of 
AAit, as AAell as information, AAliidi gaA’e a /est to 

their intercourse, G hecame an agreeable '’ddi- 

tion to CAcr) circle in AAliitli he moAcd, from the 
cAenness of his good humour, and the charm and 
spirit aaIiicIi he infused into cAory suh]ect The 
Prince had, likcAAisc, good sense enough to apprcci- 

" In the origmal, tins talc is farther entitled “ il ragnicnt 
borroAied from real IIistoiA,” in order onU (most proh ihl)) 
to give It <i moic striking .nr of sincciitA ,md troth — T 
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ate Ins %jrtucs Mrtucs wliicli lie Inmsclf possessed 
m no ordinar) decree Indeed nil lie nltcnipted 
tsen Ins recreations bore a loft} cliancttr difhcul 
tiu deterred liim not nnd no disappoiiitinent could 
vanquish Ills spirit of ptrsevcrancL The value of 
this last quality was heightened hr a serj pleasing 
figure an appearance of bloonim^ health riid Her 
euleaupovver animated by tlie eloquent phi} of n 
spint which shone in bis cm in liis cirrugc and 
even in a mturil dignitv, relieved b) a due shan 
o'^ modest) of manner If the Princi u as charmed 
avith the spirit of hi> new associate his scdiictirc 
exterior appealed no less powerful)) to his opproba 
tion andlus taste Similants ofa^c inclination 
and of character shortly led ton dt„rco of intimac) 
which to all the warmth of fncnddii]) added all the 
fervourands)'mpathv ofcarly)outh G-— stepped 
from one promotion to anotlicr althou^Ii these 
proofs of favour still appeared in the eves of the 
Prince to leave him fir behind what his de erts cn 
titled him to IIis good fortune rapidl) advanced 
for the author of it was his. greatest admirer and 
hts warmest friend Aot vet twent) two )ear3of 
ige he alread) saw himself placed upon an cmi 
nonce formerl) attained onl) h) the most fortunate 
It the close of tlicir career But lus active spirit 
w IS incapable of reposing long in tlic 1 ip of c ise 
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and idle vanity, or contenting itself with the glit- 
tering trappings of a large fortune, for the applica- 
tion of which, however, as well as its enioyinent, he 
liy no means wanted either inclination or power 
Often when the Prince was engaged in parties of 
pleasuie. Ins young favourite would seek the calm 
oak or beeclien shade, and devote himself ivith un- 
V earied assiduity to affairs, in which he at length 
became so skilful and judicious, that no opportunity 
of employing him ivas omitted in which the talent of 
a single individual was required From the mere 
companion of his pleasures, he soon became first 
counsellor and minister, and finally the director of 
his Prince In a short time there was no way to 
obtain the royal favour but through him He had 
the disposal of all rank and offices , all rewards and 
remuneiations were received through his hands 

Still G was far too young and inexperi- 

enced, and had risen by too rapid strides, to en]oy 
his vast influence with moderation The height on 
which he contemplated himself, made his ambition 
giddy, and all modesty forsook him when he achieved 
the last honours which he had in view The le- 
spectful humihty and attentions shown him by the 
first nobles of the land, by all who, in birth, fortune, 
and reputation, among the oldest and most experi- 
enced of their age, so far surpassed him, excited the 
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slumbering embers of pnde and tyranny while his 
unlimited pow er produced an evident hardness of 
character which thenceforth throughout all the va 
nations of his fortune remained There was no 
service however painful or great which his friends 
might not venture to solicit — but woe be to his ene 
mies * for in proportion as his favours exceeded all 
due limits his revenge was bitter and fatal He 
was less solicitous to enrich himself than a number 
of his creatures such as were most eager to do him 
fealty and obey him as the author of their fortunes 
while sheer whim not justice dictated his choice of 
them Tl et by exacting too much by the haughti 
ness of his commands and whole demeanour he soon 
weaned from him the hearts even of those who were 
moat bounden to him while his rivals and secret 
enviera of his power were quickly converted into 
his deadliest enemies 

Among others who kept the most jealous eye 
upon all his motions and with the quick steady 
hand of hate w ere collecting the materials for his fu 
ture accusation and slowly undermining the pillars 
of his greatness was a Piedmontese count named 
Joseph IMartmenzo belonging to the Prince s suite 

G himself had promoted him as a poor harm 

less obedient creature to his present post — that of 
supplying his own place in attending upon the plea 
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sures of his princely mastorj — %\hicli he began to find 
too) irksome, and whicli he willinglj exchanged for 
some more important occupation 

Viewing this man meiely as the work of his oun 
hands, which he might, at an\ period he best pleased, 
again consign to its original nothingness , he felt as- 
sured, fiom equal motives of feai and gratitude, of 
the hdelitv of his creature Ke thus fell into the 
same erroi as was committed by Richelieu, in en- 
tiusting Lewis tlie Thirteenth to the caie of the 
young Le Grand, as one of his playthings Without 
Richelieu’s ability, also, of lepairing so great a mis- 
take, he had moreover, to deal with a fai bitteier 
enemy than the French ministei had to encountei 
Instead of boasting of his good fortune, or allowing 
his pation to feel that he could venture to dispense 
with his farther patronage, hfaitineiwo uas only 
the moie cautious to maintain the show of depen- 
dance, and to bind himself with ailected humility iii 
closer alliance with his benefactor iMeanuhile, he 
did not omit to avail himself of the advantage af- 
forded him by his oihce, to ingratiate himself by 
every means in his power, personally uith the 
Piince , until fiom being useful, he became indis- 
pensable to him In a veiy short period he made 
himself master of the Prince s mind — he discovered 
all the avenues to his confidence and favour, in both 
which he then gradually usurped a place All those 
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arts which pride and a nitural elevation of chlracter 
had taught the minister to lold in contempt were 
brought into play by the Italian who was not anj 
way scrupulous m the attainment of his object about 
the means employed however vile and despicable 
He was well aware that mankind never stand so 
much in netd of a guide and companion as in the 
career of vice and that nothing so much conduces 
to unresen ed confidence as participation in common 
foibles With this knowledge he proceeded to play 
upon the Prince to excite passions which had hi 
therto lam dormant and direct them as his conti 
dential ndvi or and accomplice to the wori>t of 
purposes By a tram of the most seductive arts he 
plunged lum into excesses which admitted of no 
participation and no ni ness and thus finally be 
came master of sccret» which were to be entrusted 
to no third person Upon the progressive degrada 
tion of the Prince s character he now began to lay 
the foundation of his own fortunes the ecrets which 
rendered him so formidable soon obtained for him 
complete dominion over the Prince s feelings be 

fore G even suspected that he had a rival 

It may appear strange that so important a change 
should escape the minister s» sagacity but he had 
unluckily too high an opinion of his worth to sus 
pect that a man like Martxnenzo would venture to 
start lip as an opponent while the latter was him 
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self too cautious to commit the least error, uliich 
might tend to rouse him from his proud security 
The same ovenveening confidence Avhich had caused 
the downfall of so many of his predecessors from the 
slippeiy summit of royal favour, was fast preparing 
the minister’s ruin The confidential terms upon 
which he saw his own creature IMartinen^o u ith his 
master, gave him no uneasiness , he was glad to 
resign a species of favour which he despised, and 
which had never offered itself to him as the goal of 
his ambition it was only as it smoothed Ins path 
to power that he had ever -valued the Piince’s 
friendship, and having ascended the summit of his 
wishes, he inconsiderately threw down the ladder 
by which he had risen 

Martinenzo was not the man to play a, subor- 
dinate part At each step in the Pnnce’s^favour, 
his hopes, too, rose higlier, and Ins ambition, in so 
friendly a soil, began to strike deeper and stronger 
roots PIis artful game of humility towards his 
benefactor became daily moie hateful to him, in 
proportion as the giowth of his reputation excited 
haughtier feelings Tlie ministei’s deportment to- 
waids him, on the othei hand, so far from becoming 
more delicate with his lapid rise in the Prince’s 
favour, evidently aimed at humbling his growing 
pride, by wholesome admonitions reminding him of 
his dependence — a species of tyianny Avhich finally 
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grew so intolerable that lie eagerlj laid a plot to 
end It at a single blow and aimed boldly at tlie de 
struction of bis nvil Under an impenetrable veil 
of dissimulation be brought liis plan to full maturity 
Still he did not venture to enter into open competi 
tion with his rival although the first glow of the 
minister s favour uas at an end it had commenced 
too early and spread too deep roots to he torn rudely 
from the hosom of the Prince The slightest cir 
cumstanco might restore it to all its former \ ipOur a 
truth which conMneed the Italian that the blow 
which lie was about to strike must either fail or 
prove fatal Tlic ground which the minister had 
lost m the Princes affections was perhaps compen 
sated hy the degree of respect and awe acquired in 
Its place with which he held both Ins mind and 
councils m control a control arising out of his 
political skill and fidelity not easily shaken off 
Dear as he had once been to Ins master as a friend 
he was now equally powerful as a minister 

By what means the Italian actually succeeded 
in his object remains a secret with the few who 
aided him in directing and m striking the blow It 
w as reported that he had detected a secret corre? 
pondence of a treacherous nature carried on by the 
minister with a neighbouring Court but whether 
his proposals had been hstened to or rejected re 
mained matter of doubt Whatever degree of truth 
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Mould be to dispense Mitli tlic siruccs of such a 
man than mth the friendship of his rival "iet 
this was the spot where ht nas flattered and almost 
adored like a god wludi had just been cruellj se 
lected for the revolting scene of his disgrace but 
the Prince rejoined the Italian and the affair was 

suffered to proceed G mingled carelessly m 

the well known circle quite as unsuspicious of the 
bursting storm as their honoured patron offering 
their distant and most flattpring respects and await 
ing his commands Shortly appeared ’Martincnro 
accompanied by some state officers no lon^jCr the 
same meek cnnging smiling courtling the pro 
sumption aud insolence of a 1 icquey suddenly cle 
\ated into a master were risible m his quick 
haughty step and his fitry eye lie marclicd 
straight up to the prime minister and confronted 
him with his hat on for some moments without 
uttering a word then in the Princes name ho 
required his sword Tins was handed to him with 
a look of silent terrific emotion and thrustin^ the 
naked point into the ground he split it into shivers 

with Ins foot tlic fragments lay it G s feet 

A,t tlus signal the two adjutants lil ewise seized 
him one strov e to tear the order of the cross from 
his breast the other pulled off the shoulder I nots 
the facings of his uniform and even the plume of 
feathers from bis Ivat Dttcmg tlus cruel aud uu 
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manly proceeding, ivliicli passed almost in an instant, 
not a single voice as raised , a breathless silence 
reigned throughout the immense throng Yet more 
than five hundred persons of rank ncre present, 
but all. With pale cheek and beating heart, stood 
motionless around liim the most painful evpression 
of surprize visible in every qun cring lip, and e\ erj 
muscle of their face At tins trjing pincture, nhile 
thus bereaving him of his honours, G- present- 

ed a singular, but no despicable jncture to the eye , 
he laughed, but with difliculty could conquer his 
surprize it was a laugh, such as can only be hoard 
at the gallows tree, in spite of nature and of death 
Thousands in his place would have sunk powerless 
to the earth, his firmer nerves. Ins unflinching 
spirit, bore him through, and supported him, uhile 
he drained the cup of poison to the di egs. 

When this procedure ended, he was conducted, 
through rows of numberless spectators, to the very 
extremity of the parade, where a covered carriage 
was in waiting for him Pie was motioned to as- 
cend , an escort of Imssars being ready mounted to 
attend him hleanwhile, the report of this transac- 
tion was spread on all sides windows u ere opened, 
the streets were filled with throngs of curious peo- 
ple pursuing the carnage, and whose mingled cries 
of triumph, of scorn, or of indignation, at what had 
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passed were echoed far and njde — all connected 
wth his name 

At length however lie escaped the hideous dm 
though a no less fearful trial now awaited him 
The carnage turned out of the high rOad into a 
narrow unfrequented b)e way towards the place of 
judgment whither hj command of tlic Prince he 
IS borne along at a slow pace Here after he had 
suffered all the torture of anticipated execution ten 
fold embittered by its manner the carnage turned 
off into a more public path Exposed to the sultry 
summer heat, without hearing any accusation with 
out attendance or consolation he passed seven hca 
ry and nfilicting Jiours before he arm cd at his place 
of destination Late m the evening the carnage 
stopped when deprned of all consciousness his 
gigantic strength having at length yielded to twelve 
hours fast and con uming thirst G~-*- w as dro^ 
ged like a felon from his seat On ogam returning 
to life he found himself consigned to a suhterranean 
dungeon dimlj lighted by the rising moon which 
cast its sickl} rays from a licight of nineteen fa 
thorns through a few grated openings admitting 
also the cold air from above Near him he iinds a 
portion of coarse bread with a vessel of water and 
a heap of straw for his couch Ho endured this 
•situation without any interruption until noon the 
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ensuing day, ulicn lie heard a sash of one of the 
iron windows in the centre of the toucr drauTi 
aside , two hands v ere \ isihle, low onng dou n a has- 
ket, like that uhich he found containing his food 
the day before For the first time since the fright- 
ful rei olution of his affairs, he felt some inclination 
to inquire into the cause, and into the nature of his 
future destiny But ho recened no ansucr from 
ahoi e , the hands disappeared , and the sash u as 
closed Thus, without beholding the face, or hear- 
ing the voice of a fellow-creature , mthout the least 
hght tlirou'ii upon Ins destiny , left in utter igno- 
rance both as to the future and the past, never feeling 
the warmth of the sun nor the freshness of the air , 
remote from humau aid and human compassion, he 
numbered in this frightful abode four hundred and 
ninety long and heavy days, sustained upon a small 
allowance of coarse bread The last, too, was pro- 
vuded with that sorrowful monotony on the noon of 
each day, vvdiich, vv'hile it sustains life, only ren- 
ders it more sensible of its utter wretchedness 
Yet this w'as not enough He one day made a dis- 
covery which filled up the measure of his calamity 
He recognized the place , it was the same wdiich, in 
his rage of vengeance against a worthy oflicer, who 
had had the misfortune to displease him, he himself 
ordered to be constructed only a few' months before, 
and had even suggested the manner in w'hich it 
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might be renilered more rerolting and terrific He 
had likewise nsited the place only shortly before m 
order to witness its completion What added the 
last bitter sting to lus punishment was that the 
same officer who had been destined to occupy it an 
aged and mcntorious colonel, had just succeeded 
the late commander of the fortress and bj a sort of 
rctributnc justice \ras made the master of his cnc 
mv 8 destiny He ivas deprived ns it were, of the 
last poor comfort the right of compassionating Inm 
self He knew he did not deserve it he was to 
himself an object of disgust and tlic bitterest self 
contempt— a feeling of all others tlic hardest to sup 
port by a haughty mmd— to depend wholly upon 
the magnanimity of a foe to whom he had shown 
none 

His gaoler was fortunately for him a man of 
noble feeling,s who scorned to take a mean revenge 
He felt sorry at the idea of fulfilling the part as 
signed him yet as a faithful subject and an old 
soldier he did not think himself justified in depart 
ing from the usual rules and he feared to swcnc 
from his instructions Still he pitied him and 
pomted him out to a benevolent assistant the 
preacher of the prison who hai mg- been aple to 
ascertain nothing beyond mere report against the 
prisoner resolved os far as possible to mitigate his 
su/rering« This excellent man whose name I un 
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willingly suppress, believed be could in no ivay 
better fulfil Ins pious charge, than bj bestowing Ins 
spiritual support and consolations upon a being dc- 
jmved of all other hopes of mere} 

As be could not obtain pennissioii from tlie com- 
mandant himself to MSit the prisoner, he ohecrfully 
proceeded to the capital, in order to solicit per- 
sonally the Prince s consent He fell at his feet, 
appealing for some mitigation of the poor captii e's 
sufterings, destitute of the aids of religion, never 
denied to the worst of felons, pining in solitude, 
and perhaps on the brink of madness or despair 
With perfect confidence and sincerity, he then in- 
sisted, in the name of his pious calling, on free ad- 
mittance to the prisoner, whom he claimed as a pe- 
nitent, and for whose soul he was resjionsible His 
subject made him eloquent, and he already began 
to make some impression upon the Prince, who' at 
first had refused his request Nor did the pious 
man relinquish his efforts until he had extorted full 
permission to vusit the wTctched prisoner, and ad- 
minister to his spiritual wants 

The first human face G saw, after a lapse of 

sixteen months, was that of his new benefactor He 
was eloquent in his gratitude, for he was the only 
friend he had in the world in all his prosperity he 
had never boasted one Tlie good pastor’s w'as like 
an angel’s visit it would be impossible to describe 
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his feelinqs but from this daj forth his tears floued 
more freely he had found a being who sympathized 
uith and compassionated him 

The pastor uas filled uith horror and astonish 
ment on entering the frightful aault His eyes 
sought a human form and beheld creeping ton ard 
him from one corner a white and wild looking 
living skeleton his couch resembling rather the den 
of a beast of prey than a human resting place All 
vital signs seemed fled from Ins countenance grief 
and despair bad traced deep furrows there bis 
beard and nails were grown to a frightful length 
his raiment had fallen from about him in tatters 
and for want of water and all means of cleanliness 
the air was contaminated around In this state he 
found the favourite of fortune his iron frame had 
stood proof against the seventy of liis trial Almost 
temfitd at the sight the pastor soon hastened back 
to the governor in order to solicit a second allevia 
tion of his sufferings without which the first would 
prove of little avail 

This however being in opposition to the strict 
letter of the governors instructions the noble 
minded being resolved on a second journey to the 
capital in tin. hope of obtaining some further con 
cessions from the Pnnee He declares that he can 
not without violating the sacred character of the 
sacrament administer it to a wretch who has been 
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deprived of the e\tenor resemblance of a Inimaii 
being In this object, too, the good man suc- 
ceeded, and, from that day forth, for the first time, 
the prisoner might he said to rccene a ne\v ex- 
istence 

iVIany^ years, howei er, subsequent, G u as 

condemned to languish in captivity, though of a less 
revolting character than avhat he had pre\iously 
suffered , more especially after the short summer 
of the new favourite’s reign was passed, and others 
succeeded in his place, n ho either possessed more 
humanity, m had no motive for reienge Yet ten 
years expired before the hour of his delivery ap- 
proached, ivithout any judicial investigation, or 
any formal acquittal He was presented u ith his 
freedom as a sort of princely gift, being, at the 
same time, requested to banish himself for e\er from 
his native country But here the oral traditions, 
which I have been able to collect respecting hiS" his- 
tory, begin to fail , and I find mj self compelled to 
omit an intervening period of about twenty years 
During the interval, he entered upon his military 
career afresh, in foreign service, which at last 
brought him, by combined industry and skill, to a 
pitch of greatness equal to what he had formerly 
attained in his native land Time, likewise, finally 
a friend to the unfortunate, which ever makes slow 
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I ut *tirp a)ipTmcIjp< to «!ccTrr» of jusltec liv] vmp 
rrtnlmlirc act'* uj«on U*<*If Tl e I nrcp « of 
jta jon and of plcaurpnrrr nrrr Imiranjiy 
tluallr rrsiimpd jU twav ow h m end trjjcn hi 
hiir liccamc llanchctl and fic InmPM mrr llip 
Imnik cf ilip pnrr llo fnmd nf I »• r riy vmiili aju 
to him and ennitantJr J aontM ht» n*tt Jn 
order to rrpur at fa. at lio tfl ronl 1 ll e injunrt 
tthicJi hp hnd ! nprd Bj**n Inn the Pnrcc mth 
fnendh exprmi on i trttrti Up I amnlird man In 
reel'll hit lutiTp Ian 1 which f ►•nr tnip jmt 
he had rap-rlr lonp^! to do Tlie mrrtm;: \rxt ex 
trtrnply inrin^ Unti^h aj |nrrnUi t«-im ant! err 
dill ft if ther had o*j1t fcppnratrt! B fi wiU\» I»p‘'rtn 
Tlie Prince 1 mini ramntlr a» if tnm^ (n rreatl 
fenluret to well known and jrrt m ttranpi to him 
he appeinxl at if numlienn^ the deep fuinnra which 
he had himwlf k« cruelly iniceil three Iltil no 
when in llial ap^l prirf worn eountcninn otild 
he recnjniiri the f -itnrea of hi» earli ct mjnni n 
and friend The welanni and the N I i f nniluil 
confidcrice win leidcnlh firced nn Ixilh nJe< 
mutual ahante and drcid had airtiiall} m pirated 
tlieir heart*— to meet no more A tingle look 
which hruu^ht Inck to the Princv a noul the full 
*onai. of hit puilt) prcapitanc) and vinlinci hurt 
the I’nnct while O— fdt tliat he could no 
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longer entcrlam anj regard f<tr the author of In , 
misfortunes 

Yet, in a short time, 0 u is reinstated m 

all Ins ancient honours and aulhonts , the Prince 
attempting to salve his conscience bv vanfpnslnng 
his dislike, and showering upon him the most splen- 
did favours, as some remuneration for what liad 
passed Never, however, toiild he win Intk the 
sincere good-will and attachment which had once 
distinguished him , his heart w as closed to all the 
enjoyments of life Could he restore him the v ears 
of hope and liappiness of which lie had deprived 
him, or bestow the shadow of pleasure on old 
age, which onlj seemed to mock tlie real energies 
and delights of life, which ho had fonnerh o\tin- 
guisliccP 

G continued in possession of this clear, im- 

nifllcd evening of Ins dacs during inneteon vcirs 
neitlicr liad fate nor time cpienchcd the lire of 
passion, nor wholh obscured the lived) Inimoui and 
spirit of his character In his seventieth year, he 
was still in pursuit of the shadow of a blessing winch 
he really possessed w lieu lie was onl) twenU He 
at length died, being theiij Governor of a fortress 
for the conrmemeiit of state prisoners One v\ ould 
have naturall) expected that lie would liave 
conducted himself with humanit), the value of 
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wlijcli lir Inrl m* w n i! Ir t runn'*! t <'arl« lit* 
unfirtunatc fullfiu cmtim-* Sotlnnf, of llic 
kind' ho tmtctl tl r I) nitfi liir^linnt and >!I !rm 
pir * much u that m ht* r>}.httrth yrir a 
ktidclcn fiiif |a**j 1 into winch hr ifim^ him»o!f 
apain*l one < f hi* J rixmor* i!c| rirrtl him of hi* 
< xt imcr 
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THE CRIiHINAE, Oil MART\ R TO LOST 
HONOUR 

A Titi'n esioni 

In the •whole historj of man there is no chapter, 
perhaps, more fraught n ith instruction, both for hib 
heart and his intellett, than the annals of his errors 
and excesses On the commission of e\ery g^a^e 
offence, a proportionally strong power is brought 
into action Inasmuch as the secret phi) of ambi- 
tion, and all self aspirations, are chcchcd onh h) 
the feebler light of common feeling, thei , in fact, 
become more pow-erful and \igorous, more gigantic, 
and louder in their demands An exact obser\ er, 
wdio has calculated how far the usual pow er of free- 
will may really he relied upon, and how far it ma) 
he correct to decide by analogy, will acquire much 
experience in the province of psychology, whith might 
he apphed with advantage to the rules of moral 
life 

There is something at once so umform, and y et so 
compounded, in the human heart ' One simple habit, 
or desiie, may display itself in such a variety of 
forms and directions , produce so many opposite phe- 



SCniLLER 


323 


notnena and disguise itself under so many cliarac 
ters while so many dtsstm ilar actions and characters 
may spring out of the same bias of mind even when 
the being who is the subject of it suspects nothing 
of such connection between them 

Grant us only a Xtinnaius for the classification of 
the impulses and passions of man as in the other 
kingdoms of nature and what would be our surprize 
to find many whose criminal career is confined to 
the narrow sphere of a little town hedged in by 
local laws connected mth the monster Horgia m 
one and the same order? 

Viewed m this light there is much objection to 
the usual method of treating history and here too 
I conjecture lies the difficulty in regard to turning 
Its perusal to advantage among the class of com 
moners and other general readers m social and mo* 
ral life There exists so direct a contrast between 
the mental exerqise of the man of business and the 
quiet position of the reader so ivide a space may 
be said to intervene that it is difficult if not impos 
sible for the latter to detect or even to conjecture 
any connection There remains a chasm as it were 
between the historical subject and the reader which 
no effort of comparison or application can fill up and 
its perusal in place of inspiring a wholesome alarm 
which might put the proud and confident upon their 
guard merely excites a feebng of strangeness and 
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THE CRIBIINAL, OR MARTYR TO LOST 
HONOUR 

A XnUE STom 

In the whole history of man there is no chapter, 
perhaps, more fraught with instruction, both for lus 
heart and his intellect, than the annals of his errors 
and excesses On the commission of every grave 
offence, a proportionally strong power is brought 
into action Inasmuch as the secret play of ambi- 
tion, and all self "aspirations, are checked only by 
the feebler light of common feebng, they, in fact, 
become more powerful and vigorous, more gigantic, 
and louder in their demands An exact observer, 
who has calculated how far the usual power of free- 
will may really be relied upon, and how far it may 
be correct to decide by analogy, will acquire much 
experience in the province of psychology, which might 
be apphed with advantage to the rules of moral 
life 

There is something at once so uniform, and yet so 
compounded, in the human heart ' One simple habit, 
or desiie, may display itself in such a variety of 
forms and directions , produce so many opposite phe- 
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nomena and disguise itself undtr so many charac- 
ters while so many dissimilar actions and characters 
may spring out of the same bios of mind even when 
the being n ho is the subject of it, suspects no Jimg 
of such connection between them 

Grant us only a LmDscus for the classification of 
the impulses and passions of man as in the other 
kingdoms of nature and what would be our surpriae 
to had many wltosc criminal carter is conhntd to 
the narrow sphere of a little towoi hedged in by 
local laws connected with the monster Borgia in 
one and the same ordcr^ 

Viewed m this light there is much objection to 
the usual method of treating history and here too 
I conjecture lies the difficulty in regard to turning 
its perusal to ad\ antage among the class of com 
moners and other general readers in social and mo- 
ral life There exists so direct a contrast between 
the mental exer^se of the man of business and the 
quiet position of the reader so wide a space may 
be said to intervene that it is difficult if not impos 
sible for the latter to detect* or oven to conjecture 
any connection There remains a chasm as it were 
between the historical subject and the reader which 
no effort of comparison or appbcation can fill up aud- 
its perusal in place of inspiring a wholesome alarm 
which might put the proud and confident upon their 
guard raerelj excites o feeling of strangeness and 
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indiftcreiice We mcw the unhappy culprit as .i 
being of foreign species, no less in the commission, 
than during the punishment of liis crime one -v^hose 
blood circulates dillerentl} , u hose Rill is obedient 
to other rules and impulses Though human like our- 
selves, his fate excites little emotion , for sympath} 
is founded upon a vague sense of similar danger, and 
we are very far from indulging any idea of common 
danger, any degree of resemblance between ourseli cs 
and him Tlie instruction passes with the event 
away, and history, instead of becoming a school of 
education, must rest satisfied Ritli the praise of 
having gratified our curiosity To attain higher ob- 
lects, and produce better results, it must necessarily 
make choice between two methods , either the reader 
ought to be animated like the hero, or the hero 
appear cold as the reader 

I am aware that among the best histones of an- 
cient and modern times, a number are restricted to 
the first method, and appeal to the reader’s heart 
by attractive pictuies, and incidents of the same > 
kind Such a style, however, is an encroachment 
upon the province of other writers, and usurious to 
the republican freedom of the reading classes, whose 
place It iS to sit in judgment ; w’hile it, moreover, 
exceeds the due limits assigned to that species of 
composition, intruding more especially, as it does, 
upon the characteristics of the orator and the 
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jxK*t Tlio Jitter mt iIhhI alone tJirn remamt open 
to the 11 rill r of lii^tor) 

The licro nni't I»ecotne coW like Im rciclrr nr 
irhat nirounti to ax rmicli lie mu^t f,n)« familiar 
l)ofon. he pr>dti x to action ire mti I not mcreir 
purmt Inm through III* whole ctretr htit iu oupht 
to feel pmtilietl in il thi* W hat he think* i* of 
*tiU tnoTt imprrtance t< u« than wliat hr iJiv* cml 
the »ource if In* tluu^ht* anil action* thin the re 
*ult* of the*i acti ii* tluinMlic*, The enrlli of 
'Mount \iAtiriu* ha* 1 (in amlintl in in! r to a* 
ccrt.nn tin %■ nirci t f it« ftrr* and irhi should tni n 
ntttnliu ob crntion U l>c*lo«rd u;x n a phjrxtcal 
tluin upon a in<iral phuioimnon* MJn »hould iic 
not equall) inquire inti tin. qunlitu* and mtuntion 
ff ihinj:* whicli nurmund »uch a chinctrr ticn 
tillwt ditocl till cnnccntfBiwl rnilKr* irhich fir*t 
niroke the internal fin tint alumhirtd? To tin. 
dreanur who lull** tin wondirful all tint i* htnnpi. 
and ndrtntiirou* in such an tipjanniict will ha\c 
clnrm* while the friend if tnith nink* to find a 
mother fir thc*e dc*irl(*tl children Ik Beck* her 
m the unnltinihh Btnicttiri of thi human miuI and 
in till clnii{,eihlL condition* to iiluch it i* tnitw'nrdl} 
subject in both of which lit find* them ini inahl) 
true lie is no longer surpririd to di ctner m tht 
same soil \ licrconctoiil) wliolcsoint herbs npjicnrcd 
tht poisonous hemlock spread its baneful leases 
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Wisdom and folly, vice and virtue, nourished, as it 
were, in the same cradle. 

Even if I should here illustrate none of the ad- 
vantages to he derived from a knowledge of motu es, 
in such a mode of treating history, the attempt 'iill 
at least serve to soften that cruel mockery, and that 
proud security, with which, in general, untempted 
virtue IS apt to look down upon the fallen , while it 
may serve to promote the gentler spirit of toleration, 
without which no wanderer can be brought back — 
the law find no reconciliation with an ofiender — no 
smitten member of society saved from the general 
conflagration 

Whether the ofibnder, of whom I prepare to treat, 
still reserved a right to appeal to the tolerant spirit 
above-mentioned , or whether he were only a worth- 
less limb cast off from the body of society, — I shall 
not here presume to anticipate for the reader Our 
compassion can no longer avail him , lie died by the 
fiat of the law , but perhaps a dissection of the cri- 
minal body may afford some instruction to humanity, 
and possibly also to the course of justice 

Christian Wolf was the son of a publican in the 

district of (the name, for reasons which will be 

explained in the sequel, being suppressed,) who, after 
his father’s death, assisted his mother in the affairs 
of the hostelry until he reached his 20th year There 
was not much business, and Wolf had many leisure 
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bouts even from school be brought back wtb him 
the character of a mlful lad Grown up maidens 
were known to mal e complaints against his pertness 
while the youngsters all paid homage throughout 
the village to his inventive spint Nature had 
denied him the fair proportions bestowed on the 
rest of her children he was short and plain had 
thick curl) hair of an ugly blackness his nose ap 
peared indented as if flattened upon his face his 
upper lip jutted out which the kick of a horse had 
served farther to displace altogether giving to his 
visage a revolting appearance which held the wo 
men at a distance and afforded an object of merri 
ment to hia rivals or the stouter companions of his 
sports 

He determined to obtain by perseverance what 
was thus refused him as he found too feelingly 
that he could never hope to please and appear ami 
able The girl ivhom lie selected treated him vilely 
enough to be sure though it was only animal im 
pulse which he felt he knew nothing of love He 
had good grounds for suspecting that his rivals were 
more fortunate than himself yet the girl was poor 
A heart that remained proof again t his attentions 
might perhaps he thought become softened by his 
presents but penury stared him too in the face 
and the rash effort he made to better his condition 
deprived him, on the contrary of the little which he 
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had saved from his services Too indolent and in- 
experienced to in Cl ease the business of his inn^ too 
proud, and at the same time too effeminate to ex- 
change the free hfe he had hitherto led for that of 
a labouring boor, he saw only one careei lying open 
to him , one which thousands before, and thousands 
after him, have trod with better fortune — that of 
genteel and spirited thieving It so happened that 
his native place bordered upon the preserved woods 
of a neighbouring lord, and he became a deer- 
stealer His quarry, of course, passed faithfully into 
the hands of the lady of his choice 

Among the lovers of Johanna was a young hunts- 
man of the forest, named Robert 'He soon ob- 
served the advantage which the free life of his rival 
Wolf had acquired over him, and with jealous sus- 
picion he began to inquire into the change He 
showed himself more frequently at the Sun — such 
was the sign of the hostelry , — his keen eye, sharp- 
ened by jealousy, in a short time discovered the 
source of the newly acquired wealth Not long be- 
fore, a severe edict had been published against poach- 
ers, which condemned the offender to punishment, 
a pretty long discipline in the house of correction. 
Robert became eager and persevering in watching 
the secret motions of his enemy, and at length he 
succeeded, even in surprizing the unsuspicious cul- 
prit in the act Wolf was seemed, and it was only by 
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expending the whole of his little remaining property 
that he avbs enabled to escape the punishment pre 
pared for him 

Robert triumphed his rival was dn\en from 
the held Johanna dismissed him for he nas a beg 
gar Wolf knew his enemy and that enemy was 
now the happy undisputed posse sor of liis lady s 
favours A deep sense of poverty united to injured 
pride desertion and jealousy all tool possession of 
his soul necessity drove him forth into the wide 
world but rei enge and passion seemed to nvet him 
to the spot A second time he betook himself to deer 
stealing a second time Robert redoubled his vigi 
lance and actuity and betrayed him into the hands 
of justice He now experienced the full i>e\erity of 
the lai\ had no more to give and in a few weeks 
he %vas delivered up to the work master in the house 
of discipline 

A year of se\ ere hardship follow ed at the end 
of which his evil pa sions had increased and hi 
pride remained unsubdued under the pressure of 
his fate The moment he became free he resumed 
his way to his native place to appear before his Jo 
hanna who had grown up into a fine woman lie 
approached but all shunned him This he had 
not anticipated he shed tears cruel want stared 
him in the face and his pnde was broken He 
besought the great land miner of the place to per 
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mit him to toil daily for Ins pittance of bread , but 
the steward shrugged up his shoulders, and stouter 
competitors soon deprived him of all chance of suc- 
cess, and thrust him off the scene lie made a last 
effort, it was to obtain the poor vacant jiost of vil- 
lage herdsman , the only honest occupation remain- 
ing for him but the steward declared that he 
would entrust the service to no such good-for-nothing 
fellow Deceived in all liis hopes, all his honest 
proposals reiected, he was at length compelled a 
third time to become a poacher, and m as again un- 
lucky enough to fall into the hands of his more 
powerful enemy. 

This repeated backsliding greatly aggravated 
his offence in the eyes of the pidgc, v\ ho consult- 
ed only the tenor of the statute, not an} of the 
mitigating circumstances under uhich it had been 
violated The law called for a solemn and ex- 
emplary punishment, and Wolf was condemned to 
be branded with the sign of the gallon s upon the 
back, and to three years’ hard labour in prison 

This term also expired , Wolf survn ed it, and 
was set at liberty , but he was a different being , it 
seemed like a new epoch of Ins life. Let us hear 
how he himself explains his internal feelings, as ap- 
peared upon one of his trials I entered its walls 
only a misguided being, but I left them a complete 
villain I had before something in the world which 
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was dear to me and my pride was broken under a 
sense of sliatne When brought into the fortress I 
was placed among three and twenty other prisoners 
of whom three were murderers and the rest some 
of the most abandoned and inveterate robbers and 
thieves They mocked if f uttered the mme of the 
Deity and invited me by their example to pro 
nounce the most terrific hlasphcmics against our Re 
deemer They sang the most vile and licentious songs 
nhich abandoned as I was I could not hear without 
a feeling of disgust Yet this was nothing compa 
red with what I saw transacted which carried my 
feelings of shame and abhorrence to a still higher 
pitch No day passed without some repetition of 
such scenes some piece of villany or statagem worse 
than the last At first I shonued their society and 
stopped my ears as much as possible at the horrid 
sounds I heard but I stood in need of some living 
being and the crueltj of mj keepers had destroyed 
even my dog The labour was hard and indicted 
tyrannicall) I was lU — I wanted support and 
when I openly declared how much I stood in need 
of compassion I was compelled to purchase it at 
the price of my last remaining scruples of conscience 
It was thus I gradually accustomed mjself to the 
most revolting deeds and by the last quarter of the 
^eai I hadattuaily owtstiipped my iTvatrnctor 

Prom this period I si^ed for the day of free 
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(lorn, for I was burning for \ ciigcance All man- 
land bad injured me, bcc^ause all w ere better and 
happier than I — I, w bo view ed mj self as a mart} r 
to natural right, an innocent \ictmi of the law 
Gnashing my teeth, I cursed iii} chains as I saw the 
sun rising from behind the mountain be\ond our 
piison, for a distant prospect is double purgatory to 
a close prisoner The free wind, as it whistled 
through the air-holes, and the swallow’ which flew 
from the iron trellice of my grating, seemed to mock 
my captivity, and rendered its contrast with the 
idea of freedom still more afilicting Then it w as 
I vowed hatred, deep and irreconcilable hatred, 
against every thing which bore the human form, 
and, horrid as it w as, this fatal \ ow I fullilled 

“Again, the first thought which struck me on my 
recovered liberty, was to rcMsit ni} iiatne place 
In proportion as there was little to promise nnself 
in the view’ of subsistence, m^ hunger for re\enge 
seemed to increase heart throbbed wildly as I 

first caught a glimpse of the church steeple, which 
rose above the w’oods It I'o longer sprung from a 
feeling of satisfaction, as oii iii} first return The 
recollection of mv ruined afiaiis, w’lth all their fatal 
consequences, rushed fiesh upon my soul I woke 
as out of the sleep of death, my v minds bled anew , 
and I hastened my steps in ordei to confront and 
alarm my enemies with my sudden appearance , 



for I felt that I now rather coveted farther degrada 
tion instead of trembling at the prospect as before 
The hour tolled to vespers just as I reached the 
middle of the market place The cro^v d u as going 
thence towards the church I was quickly recog 
nized and every one I met drew back Hitherto I 
had ever been kind and friendly to the children 
and a little urchin whom I saw playing near skip 
ped towards me and entreated me to bestow on him 
a farthing s w orth He took it then looked at me 
a moment in the face and flung it hack again 
Had my blood been calmer I might hav e recalled 
to mind that I wore an enormous heard which I 
brought from prison and which gave me a very 
frightful appearance hut the w^ckedness of my 
heart had begun to obscure my reason and I shed 
tears of rage such as I had never shed before 

The boy knew neither who I was norvvhence I 
came yet I cried half audibly What does he 
shun me as if I w ere vv orse than a wild beast ? Do 
I every where bear a mark upon my forehead or is 
it my lot to hear only some resemblance to man 
feeling as I do that I can never love a human be 
ing more ? — The contempt of a joung boy cut me 
deeper than three year labour at the galleys for I 
had done him a favour and was guilty of no perso- 
nal hatred at least agamst him 

I threw myself upon a piece of timber that lay 
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opposite the church I hncw not cxactl} wliat it 
was I Anshed , but I avcII hncw, and felt it bitterh , 
that none of the passers by, many of them nij former 
acquaintance, would once greet me — no, not a sin- 
gle one' I Avns at length umMllingh compelled to 
leave my station in order to seek a night’s lodging , 
and as I was turning the corner of a street, I all at 
once fell m ivith the girl Avho had deserted me — 
Avitli my Johanna ‘My young host,’ she exclaim- 
ed, and Avas going to fling her arms round me 
‘ Are you here again, my dear Host of the Sun > 
Heaven be praised you are come bade >’ Hunger 
and disease Avere visible in her Avhole dress and ap- 
pearance , from her countenance she Avas evidently 
labouring under a loathsome disease, a single glance 
betrayed' Avhat a Aule abandoned creature she Ai'as 
become 

“I speedily conjectured udiat had happened. A 
party of the Prince’s dragoons, aaIucIi I had pist 
met m the streets, convinced me that there Aias 

\ 

a garrison in the place ‘ Soldier’s trull ’’ I cried, 
as I turned my back upon her, and felt gratified 
that there Avas yet a creature loAi^er than myself in 
the scale of being in fact I had iica er Ioa ed her 

“ I found my mother aa as dead With the rem- 
nants of my little propeity our ci editors had paid 
themselves durmg my absence I had no one, and 
nothing left me The Avorid cast me off like a poi- 
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sonous need but I Imd now learned llo^^ tu despise 
sliame Formcrlj I bad wtslicd to avoid tlic face of 
man for contempt Mas intolerable to me non I 
M’as eager to confront and rejoiced to alarm tbem 
It ^vas so far well Mith me tint I bad notinng more 
to lose notlung to preserve I M-as no longer in 
need of any good quality because no one gai e me 
credit no one employment 

The world lay before mo and m foreign parts 
I might perhaps have acquired some respectability 
but I bad lost even the courage to affuct miicli 
more to attempt it Punislimcnt and despair had 
deprived me of this temper of mind It «*as the 
last lesson to learn to tbspenso with honour as I 
no longer aentured to boast an} title to it Had 1 
bad sulTieicnt aanit} and pride to make me quite 
sensible of my degradation I should bare dcliacrcd 
mvself by self destruction 

In fact I was myself still a stranger to the 
resolution which I had actually adopted I uislicd 
to do m i! although it yet appeared m dark and un 
certain shapes before roc I anshed to deseiai, the 
destiny to ubicb I bad been consigned I beheaed 
that Ian'S a\crc so many blessings to the norld and 
for this reason longed to violate them I had for 
merly fallen into crime from error and misfortune 
now it appeared more matter of free choice> for my 
on n satisfactioii 



“ With unsubdued obstimcj , mj first rc'soh e u .is 
again to turn poacher The habit had become .i 
passion in me, and I was, moreover, compelled to 
subsist Still more tban this, I toob ple.isure in 
deriding the Pniitc’s edict, and injuring the pro- 
perty of our gre.at laiid-ouner in eicrj wn) I could 
I no longer trembled at the idea of being appre- 
hended, for I had a bullet readj to discharge at my 
informant, and I uas confident in the certainty of 
my aim I dropped e\erj deer at uhich I fired, 
though I turned -very little to account, leanng by 
far the largest share to rot upon the ground I Incd 
economically, only for the purpose of laj ing out m\ 
savings in pou der and shot dei .astations upon 

the large game made much noise, but my existence 
was wholly forgotten , no suspicion attached to me 
“ This mode of life I continued during several 
months E.irlY one morning I had, as usual, pene- 
trated through the furthest woods in search of a 
deer, whose traces I had got , two hours I had pur- 
sued in vain, and ivas just gning it up for lost, 
when I again espied it at a distance I u .os about 
to fire, when, onlj a few steps from me, I perceived 
hat lying upon the ground Looking more sharply 
round me, I recognized the huntsman Robert con- 
cealed behind an oak, in the act of firing at the 
same deer A death-like chill ran through my \ eins 
at the sight of him There stood the being, whom 
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of all living crcnturia upon tlie mile earth I most 
utterly detested and tint licmg was mthm reach 
of my fire At tint instant it appeircd ns if the 
fate of the whole uorld depended upon the goodness 
of my flint the deep concentriUd hatred of u n hole 
life WTA felt at mj finger ends which were pro 
paring to Iciel the nmrdcrotis weapon A dread 
imisible hand appeared hoxtniig o\cr me the 
time piece of mj dcstmj |>oinlcd irrevocably to tins 
dark and terrific niinutv. Ill) hand trcmhlcd ns it 
obeyed the ftarful impulse m) teeth mttlcd as if 
in nn ague fit and m) breath stopped and laboured 
at my breast 

During a full minute m) aim wavered between 
the man and the deer hut the nett and the next 
revenge and conscience were at bitter strife doubt 
ful long — till sudden passion fired m) soul and the 
liuntsman lay djing upon the ground ' 

The fatal instrument fell from m) hanil.~ 
Jlurdercr* I htarnmered out The woods were 
still os a church vard and I heard m}self plainly 
pronounce that word As I drew ni^h the hunts 
man gave a last gasp I saw him die I stood 
spoecldess over his bod) for some time and then 
huddcnly hurst into a loud loud laugh—- \\ ill j ou 
keep a clein tongue now good friend and cease 
accusing your neighbours? — and I then stepped 
boldly up to him and turned the face of the dead 
VOL III Q 
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man iipwauls IIis e}es were ^^Klc open ^ and I 
stopped suddenl) ns I was going to spcalc^ and felt 
anxious A sense of strangeness and nonder took 
possession of me^ and I did not like to Icaie 
the spot. 

Until non I calculated I had more than expiated 
my crimes , hut something h.id here hajipenod for 
which I had yet to pa} An hour heforc, it nould 
have been impossible for an} one to haie coininced 
me that I was not the \ilest of hum in beings, 
now I began to suspect that, gi\e me hack an hour, 
and I should be in fact an en\ lable man 

It was not the wrath of Ileaicn — I know not 
exactly w'hat it w as — that alaniied me It w as a 
confused recollection of corporeal penalty and pain, 
along W’lth the execution of a child murder which 
I once witnessed when a school -ho} There was 
something particularly frightful in the idea of 
the prospect that lay heforc me , 1 felt that I had 
forfeited my life I cannot heic rccal any thing 
farther only that I w'as frequently wishing that he 
could he restored to life I attempted to recal 
more forcibly all the insults and iii|urjcs the de- 
ceased, w'hile living, had heaped upon me, yet, 
strange to say, my memory seemed to hai e forsaken 
me Fiom amidst all I could not collect any thing 
which at all accounted for the rage wdiich I had felt 
only a quarter of an hour before I could in no w ay 
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ascertain or satisfy myself how I had come to 
commit the murder 

I still stood before the body— ^tood and lin 
gered The cracking of a whip and the sound of a 
waggon proceeding through the w ood first recalled 
me to myself It was scarcely a quarter of a mile 
distant from the high road where the deed was 
perpetrated It w as full time to look to my owm 
safety Involuntarily I threw mjself deeper into 
the ivoods On the way 1 bethought me that the 
deceased had been possessed of a watch I wanted 
money to reach the boundaries yet I had not 
courage to return to the place where he lay Hero 
I was startled at the idea of a devil and an omnipre 
sent God I madly summoned all my resolution 
determined to cope with all the infernal powers 
and ran back to the spot I found what I had ex 
pected and more than a dollar contained in a green 
purse Just as I was about to secure both I sudden 
ly stopped and thrust the money aside not from 
any fear or shame at adding robbery to my crime 
but rather from a feeling of pride I left the 
tilt watch and took only part of the money fori 
wished to pass for the personal enemy of the de 
ceased not as his robber 

‘ Again I flew through the woods I knew that 
they extended four German miles northward and 
there joined the boundaries I ran almost breath 
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less until noon , llie rapidity of my flight dissi- 
pated my thoughts, though tlie pangs of conscience 
returned With double force in proportion as m3 
strength deserted me Dreadful sliapcs seemed 
to suim before my ejes, and threatened and struch 
at me, while I seemed to feel sharji hnues m my 
breast. There was only a fearful choice left me, 
and choose I must — ^between a life of restless 
agonj'-, or laying violent hands upon myself For 
this last, however, I had not the neccssarj courage, 
and soon adopted the fixed resolution of remaining 
where I ivas. Hemmed m betueen the tertain 
sufferings of life, and the nameless dread of eter- 
nity, equally unfit to live as to die, I had now 
continued my flight during six hours, the last full 
of agonizing pain, such as no living being can des- 
cribe 

“ Buried in my ow’n thoughts, w ith mj hat in- 
voluntarily slouched over my countenance, as if to 
conceal myself from the eye of surrounding nature, 
I slowly ivound my rvay up a narrow footpath, lead- 
ing through the darkest part of the thicket Sud- 
denly I heard a hoarse, commanding ^olcc, that 
cried out, ‘ Halt >' It ivas close to me , mj 
slouched hat and confusion having prevented me 
from loolang around me. I looked up, and beheld 
a man of a wuld aspect hastening tow'ards me He 
held a laige, knotty club in his hand, his figure 
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npproached or appeared in my eyes to approach 
the gigantic his shin rvas of a yelloinsh hlach 
which contrasted Mjth the large nhite of his ob- 
lique eye gave him a truly horrible appearance 
Instead of a girdle he wore a thick, rope doubled 
round a green n oollen coat to u Inch hung a large 
butcher s knife and a pistol The call was repeated 
and the next moment I felt the grasp of a strong 
arm The voice of a man had thrown me into 
alarm hut the sight of a \i11am reassured me In 
mj condition I had cause to tremble in the presence 
of an honest man — not m that of o robber 

Who goes there > he said os he grasped me 
fast One like thyself wasmyrcpl) if thou 
be trulj what thou scemest to be ’ 

There was no way for thee here ^Vliat art 
seeking? "What need o*" tlie question here? I 
replied ironically 

The man measured me tmee earnestly from 
head to foot as if he were comparing my figure 
wntb Ins and my answer ivith my appearance 

Thou speakest as lioldly as a beggar he 
added That mnybe a beggar I uas but jes 
terday The man laughed One would swear 
he cried that thou wonidst not pass for aught 
better now ' For something worse I hope 
then continued I Softly friend * why are you 
in sucli haste ^ have you no time to spare ’ 
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"I consulorcd n inoinuil I Kno.' tint lio’' tin 
^\or(ls esc ipod m\ Itjw ‘ liiff k slmrl/ s nd I 
carnc“.tl\, ' and hcdl endtircs for CMr.' 

lie looked at im* anu/id ' I\Iaj I In d d.‘ 

cncd lie. til lenmli, ' hnt I thiiil that thou 'ti nn 
nearlj lelatcd to the fatmh of the Gallon *• ‘Not 
icn fir "nide, peril ips , *0 nelcotne, hrotlur* 

‘ Done, coinrnde/ ho added, us lu too), nn h md, 
and then juilled out a tin tl isk from his laree oitiii - 
pocket, drained it prctti deeph,mid thin oueit 
tonic I\I\ lli'.dit and nn terrors had neirl\ ex- 
linustcd nn strength diiriii'; the vhole of this 
■n retched da\, I had ntner once hroken nij fast 
I MIS afraid of djint;; a linoonne death in the 
desert, for tlie spue of three miles round no re- 
freshineut nas to he found Imagine lion euierh 
I snatched at tlie proffered cup, nnd driiilv. nn com- 
rade's health Fresh strenolh iiispin d me , I felt 
TCMMiip courage at nn heart , hope and line of life 
glon ed n aniil) in nn hreust. and I he" in to think 
I nas not altogether so n retched, such ues the 
cllicac} of a single draught I confess, on the con- 
trar\, that nn situation seemed to border on the 
happj , for at last, after a thousand disippomt- 
inents, I had met n ith a being n ho resembled me 
111 file lost condition in nhich I found m}sclf, I 
should liaie claimed compaiuoiishij) and drank nitli 
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the evil spirit in order to have some one in whom 
to confide 

The man threw himself carelessly upon the 
grass and I did the same 

Your liquor has done me good I observed 
wo must become better acquainted 

He now struck fire m order to light Ids pqie 
Hav e you driven this trade long ? inquired I 

He gave me a keen look — M'^liat do you 
mean by that ^ 

Has this often been bloody ? I continued as 
1 chucked the knife at his girdle 

What are jou> he cried rather alarmed and 
laid down Ins pipe 

A murderer like yourself only I am but a 
beginner 

The man glanced wildly at me for a moment 
and then resumed lus pipe 

You do not live near here ^ lie observed 
1 hree miles hence mine Host of the Sun 
Should you happen to ha> e heard of me ? 

The man sprang to hi5» feet like one possessed 
— Whdt • the deer stealer Wolf ' he cried eagerly 
Tlie same 

Welcome comrade* thrice welcome' and 
he shook me heartily by the hand Have I at 
last got you with me mine Host of the Sun > I have 
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Inquire no more Follow And he pulled 
me forciblj along 

We had proceeded about a quarter of a mile 
when the wood bccanu. deeper and darker There 
was no lon^jCr any path Us aspect was Wild and 
dreary neither of us spoke a word until at last 
my guides whistle roused me from my reflections 

I looked up — we stood on the rugged ed^e of 
a rocky eminence which opened as we proceeded 
lower into a deep caiom A second whistle replied 
to the former from the interior and a ladder rose 
slowly ns if of its own accord from tlie cav e below 
us My guide first descended bidding mo to wait 
there until lit should return 1 must first chain 
our great dog he observed thou art strange 
and the beast would tear tlicc He then crept 
down It simplv required a hold heart to linve 
drawn the ladder up and become again free My 
flight was secure I confess that this struck me I 
looked down into the cavern that seemed yawning 
to receive me sometlnn^ reminded me of the hot 
tomless pit whence there is no deliverance more 
I shuddered at the career I was about to tread 
and sudden fiif,lit alone could redeem me I re 
solved to fly My hand was already on the ladder 
when all at once there thundered in my ears and it 
seemed to resound like the mocking laughter of 
hell — What has a murderer to lose ^ and my arm 



fell ])iilsictl In 111} side ]\I} reel oniiez u is mule, 
the lioiir of remorse ii.is concluded , nn murder la\ 
behind me, like a toner of rocK, .ind se\ered ni} 
return for ci er 

“ IMv guide, liken I'-e, returned, and informed 
me that I niiglit go donn Tliere no longer re- 
mained nnv clioue I crept into the tannin^’ ulnss 
Wc had proceeded oiih a fen steps below tlienall 
of rock, nhen the entrance grew wider, and a num- 
ber of heads became \isible IMiddle na\ between, 
a round green jikit ojiened upon us, where we found 
from eighteen to tnent\ men thrown carelessU 
round a large fire ‘ Here, nn brai c bo\ cried 
my conductor, thrusting me into the inuKt of them , 
‘lieieismine Host of the iSun ' and bid him wel- 
come ’’ 

I\Iinc Host of the Sun ’’ cried each and c\er\ 
one, as be sprang up, and gathered round me, 
while the w'oiiieii followed their esamjde Shall I 
confess it' the ]o} was loud md boundless, con- 
fidence and esteem were pictured in c\er^ face one 
p^i eased my hands, another took me b} nn garment, 
and my whole rocejition was like that of a man who 
meets an old friend of known worth and heart} 
feelings IMy arrival interrupted the carousal which 
bad already begun , but it n ns speedil} re\ n cd a 
Clip was handed me, and I drarb a w clcome to ni} 
new friends Wild fowl and game of eier} kind 
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formed our feast and tbe cups went speedilj 
round Good cheer and harmony seemed to reign 
over the m hole assembly and all seemed to vie ith 
each other m displaying their delight in celebrating 
the daj of my arrnal 

I w IS placed between two women at the head 
of the table as a mark of honour I anticipated the 
reproach of all the rest of their sc\ hut how plea 
singly Mas I surprized at their kind treatment 
Under the rude Meeih» the) wore I recognized a 
female form lovely as I had ever beheld it 

illargaret the oldest and the most beautiful of 
the two went by the name of maiden and was not 
more than five and twent) )ears of age Her Ian 
gmgt was very hold and litr features expressed 
more than she said Jlarn the youiijjer had been 
married but had absconded from lier luisband on 
account of his ill treatment of her She had a 
lighter figure but looked pale and siclJy and she 
failed to excite the glow of pleasure inspired h) her 
brighter neijjhhour Both however became rivals 
for my notice the beautiful Margaret tried to van 
quish mv dilfidence b) her bare faced jokes but 
tbe whole woman revolted me and my heart became 
a prey to the more coy Maria 

You see my good Host of the Sun cried my 
conductor how vve live together and ev ery dav 
resembles the foregoing Is it true comrades ^ 
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Every day Idee the last *’ echoed the whole circle. 
‘ Now if our mode of life he to }our fancy, Host 
— and win should it not ? — saj the m ord holdh , and 
thou shalt he our chief As yet I am he , hut I 
will resign in thy favour so rejoice nith us, com- 
rade >’ 

“ A willing 7/cv hurst from the nliolc circle 
My brain was on fire , n hie and amhition tingled in 
my veins Tlie vorld had cast me out, like an in- 
fected thing here I found the reception of a brother, 
good cheer and honour Wliatcver choice I made, 
death still awaited me here, at least, I might sell 
my life for the highest and brightest prwe it was 
worth Sensuality was my besetting sin , the sex 
had hitherto tieated me only with contempt, all 
favour, and boundless indulgence here iniitod my 
embiace 'I remain with j on, comrades,’ I cried 
out with loud decision, and stepped into the midst of 
the band ^ Yes, I leinain witli you, if ye vill }ield 
me my fair neighbour for a mate’’ — All assented, 
not a single murmur met m> ear I became the un- 
disputed master of a coiirte/an, and the captain of 
a banditti ” 

The subsequent portion of this history I omit 
the horrible and the revolting can have no claim — 
can afford no instruction to the reader. 

An unhappy -wretch, sunk into so deep an abyss, 
must commit every thing permitted to human na- 
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turc j et that no second murder ever stained his 
hands, formed part of his confe sion at the rack 
The robber Wolf s reputation speedilj spread 
throughout the nhole district The hij,huajs be 
came unsafe nightlj excursions alarmed the citi 
zens the name of the Ho t of the Sun was the 
terror of the peasantrj justice long pursued him 
and a price was set upon his hi ad He was always 

luck) enough to escape the snares and he soon 
availed himself of the superstition of the people to 
add to Ins sccuritv Uis connections might well 
spread they said when he had entered into abend 
with the dcMl and could bcwitchwliom he pleased 
The district in which he played Ins part then be 
longed esen Ic s than now to the more intelligent 
portion of Germany the peasautr) gave lull credit 
to the report and Ins person was saft No one 
showed any inclination to meddle with a wretch 
employed in the sen ice of the devil 

He had alreadj continued this lamentable career 
durin^ a whole j ear when it so happened that he 
began to find it insupportable The band at wbost 
head he was placed deceived his expectations A 
seductne appeannee had in thu first instance in 
flamed Ins imagination heated as it was wath ivine 
but now he saw w ith alarm that hunger and priva 
tions of all kind succeeded to abundance and his 
life not unfrequently depended on a single meal 
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He nab houily in diead of pemlnng of want, while 
under such pressure, fraternal liannonj disapjieared , 
eiu}’-, suspicion, and hatred, began to norK the rum 
of the abandoned crew 

Justice held out a reward to nn\ person who 
would deliver him alive into its hands , ei en thoiP'h 
he were an nccoinplice, his p irdon would he granted 
The wretched "Wolf n as an are of his danger the 
honour of those who had hetraj ed both God and 
man was small securitj for him 

His sleep forsook him incessant deadly terror 
and anxiety banished all rest , the dreadful spectre 
of suspicion dogged his footsteps, jiursued him in 
his dreams, and tortured his waking hours His 
conscience, too, under tliese fears and jirn ations, be- 
gan to make itself heard, while the slumbering em- 
bers of remorse w’ere roused into Ihmes b\ the ga- 
thering storm His former abhorrence of mankind 
changed its ob]ect, and fixed deadlier fang-, upon 
himself He cast his eye over all animated nature, 
and found nothing deser\ing his bitter curse — ex- 
cept himself 

Vice had exhausted the whole of its bitter les- 
sons upon him his natural strong sense vanquish- 
ed the lameniable delusion, under which he had so 
long laboured He now felt to wdiat a depth he had 
fallen , and the most cutting grief occupied the place 
of callous indifference and despair He w^ept for the 
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recovery of pa!>t days for lie felt too keenly to vvliat 
differuit purposes he uould apply them He at 
length began to hope that he nu^ht recover some 
degree of uprightness while ht loUj^ed so mucli to 
do so At the highest pitcli of lus iniquities he 
was in fact nearer attached to virtue than he had 
perhaps been previous to his first ofTtnee 

About this period the slicu years war had 
broken out and tlic levy made of soldiers was verv 
great This unhappy being hoped to take advan 
tage of such a circumstance and addressed a letter 
to his former native Prince from which I extract 
what follows — 

Should your princely patronage not refuse to 
stoop so low as 0 wretch of my character— should af 
ford compas&ion to the most unliappy of manlond 
Oh most gracious lord give ear unto my prayer’ 
Assassin and robber as I am proscribed by law 
and pursued by justice on all sides I pray for 
strength to deliver myself into its hands at the 
same time I offer up a particulir pravtr a sup 
pliant at y our throne I abhor my life and fear 
death no more hut it is dreadful to me to think 
of dying without having deserved to live Surely I 
might be allowed to repair some portion of my pist 
life to expiate my crimes and reconcile myself 
by serving the Stale wrhich 1 have injured If my 
destruction w ould afford an example to the w orld it 
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would malvC no reparation for ln^ deeds I now 
ablior Vico, and long most nrdenth to follow in the 
jiatlis of virtue and integnU Bold deeds luuc I 
done exjiloits that terrified m} natne land, ^et 
holder let me achieie in the eic of nu prince and 
country, in a cause that ma\ confer benefit 

“It IS true that I heie intreit soinethim: \er} 
unusual life is forfeited, and Justice will not 

listen to 111 ) loicc Still I am not a hoiuKinan, not 
a convicted cajitn c , I am free, and fear has the 
least part in the pruAer I am addressing to \on 
“It is an let of grace which I seeh for HIj 
claims of justice, w ere I to enforce them, would 
avail me nothing Yeti would remind nu pidges 
of one thing — the hand of law first impelled me 
into my present career, it deprned me of respect 
and honour for cier If 1 had then been treated 
wath more reason, lustice, leintj , I should not now 
have been in the act of soliciting sour nn d merc\ 

“ Permit grace, instead of justice, for once, my 
noble Prince, to liai e its course If it, indeed, be 
in your princelj pow er to soften the harshness of 
the law, oh ' grant me the boon of life It shall be 
devoted heart and soul to a our sen ice ]\I i^ this 
be — so permit me to recene the notification of 
jour gracious pleasure in an open letter, and 
upon your royal wmicl I will instantlj repair to 
fulfil my duty in the city Should it, alas' be 
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brouglit Inin acquainted ivitli all the •vagahoiids in 
the surrounding district 

The Ivoeii e} e of the gale inquisitor could not 
easily be deccned lie closed the bir behind Wolf, 
and inquired for his pass us he laid his h uid upon 
Ins horse’s rein Wolf, how e\ er, w as prepared he 
handed him his pass, one of which he had plundered 
a poor merchant Still the man hesitated , a single 
paper w'as not enough to satisfy our fort} } ears’ toll- 
keeper, and he referred the matter to the gm ernor 
This last gave more credit to his e} es than to Wolf’s 
passport, and begged he w'ould follow him to the 
Toivii-house 

Theie the head of the police c\amined the pass, 
and declared it to be correct lie was an a\owed 
admirer of novelu, and was fond of chatting the 
latest new's oier his bottle Tlie ])iss informed him 
that the party had pist left the scene of action 
where the Avai had broken out Here the man in 
oflice hoped to glean some prn ate inielligeiice, and 
despatched his secretary to iiu ile the tra\ oiler to 
come and take a glass of wine with him IMeaii- 
wdnle oui Host of the Sun was standing ojipositethe 
’rown-house his odd appearance had collected the 
rabble around him A murmur reached his oars 
doubts and guesses w ere hazarded as to the charac- 
ter both of the iider and his steed, and the insolence 
of the wretches at length broke out into open 
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tumult Unluckily for Wolf the horse which every 
body seemed to be pointing at had been stolen and 
he now imagined that it was recognized as such The 
unexpected invitation of the police officer seemed 
to confirm his suspicions He now held it certain 
that his false pass had been detected and that the 
whole w as a feint to betray him ahve and defenceless 
into their hands A bad conscience betrayed him 
into an error he gave his horse the spur and rode 
off without returning any ansn er 

This sudden flight became the signal for a not 
A thief a thief they all cried with one accord 
and hastened after him It was for life or death 
and Wolf kept the advantage He is on the point 
of rescue but an invisible hand is over him the 
hour of destin) had arrived — the Nemesis —jus 
tice was only to be propitiated with the blood of her 
debtor The last street he turned into to effect 
his escape had no thoroughfare he was compelled 
to turn round and face hiS pursuers The report of 
this occurrence threw the whole place into an up 
roar crowd collects upon cron d all the streets 
are stopped up and an armj of enemies cut off his 
retreat He draws a pistol from his holster the 
throng recoils and he attempts to cut his waj 
through 

The first man he cried who dares me 
dies ' He proceeds tliere is a long pause till 
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at lengthy an old gaoler approaching him helund, 
seized him hy the arm, and \vrested the pistol from 
his hand, just as he was in the act of firing. It fell 
to the ground, and the wretched man is next torn 
from his horse, and borne in brutal triumph hack 
into the Town-house 

“ Who are you inquired the magistrate, in 
the same brutal tone, as if triumphing in his woes. 

One who is resolved to answer no questions, 
until he be tried more civilly 
" Who are you, I say ?” 

" Who should I he, but the man I have already 
represented myself ^ I have trav/jlled far and ivide, 
and traversed all Germany without once meeting 
mth such an insulting reception as this 

'' Your sudden flight, however, looks veiy tigly, 
very suspicious indeed Wherefore did you malce 
off?” 

“ I was weary of the mockerj'^ and insults of 
your rabble 

" But you threatened to fire. Sir 
“ True, but my pistol was only powder They 
tried the weapon, and there was no hall ” 

" Then why did you carry arms at all 
Because I have ai tides of value with me, and 
because I was informed of a ceitain robber, who in- 
fested these parts, named Host of the Sun ” 

“ Your answers at least prove your courage, hut 
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your innocence is 'mother affair I give you time 
from this until to morrow to recollect and discover 
the truth 

I shall return the same answers no others 
Gaoler ' take your pnsoner to the ton er ' 

To the tower* How my Lord’ justice is 
banished then from your state ? I shall require 
satisfaction Sir 

You shall have it when you have fully 
cleared you self 

On the following morning it was suggested by 
the head of the poUce that perhaps being innocent 
a harsh e'^amination Avas not calculated to conquer 
the pnsoner s obstinacy that it might be more 
politic to treat lum with cmlity and moderation 
A sworn jury was assembled and the prisoner con 
ducted into their presence 

You must excuse the somewhat harsh style in 
which we began to examine you yesterday Sir 

Certainly when you please to apprehend me 
aright 

Our laws are severe and your affair made 
much noise I cannot venture to discharge you 
ivithout a violation of my duty appearances are 
against you I am an-tious that you should state 
something uhich may remove this impression 
True ' had I any thing to allege 
In such case 1 shall be compelled to commu 
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nicate tlic aftiin to government, and a\vait its direc- 
tions ” 

“ And Ailiat tlien 

“ Then von encounter the risk of having at- 
tempted to pass the boundaries, and if }ou obtain 
mcicy, 50U A\ill be subicct to the le\5 

Wolf remained silent during some minutes, as 
if struggling with some deep internal feeling Tlicn 
turning suddenly towards the magistrate, he cnfpiircd 
May I be permitted a quarter of an boui ’s audience 
ivith you?” 

The Jury looked lerv suspiciouslj at bim , but 
at a sign from the magistrate, they instantly intb- 
drew 

“ Now what IS it you nish to saj to me?’' 

“ Your deportment towards me, yesterday, m\ 
lord, would never haie bi ought me to confession 
I laugh at compulsion The difference, the kind- 
ness, of your conduct to-da^ iiispiies me with a feel- 
ing of confidence and esteem I belicie you to bo 
a worthy man ” 

“ What do you wash to sa\ to me 

" I find, I saj , you arc a w orth'v man I ha\ e 
long wished to meet with such an one ' let me for 
once shake hands with an honest man ” 

I 

What is your object. Sir, 111 this 

" Your hair is grown grey wnth years , you look 
respectable , you must have seen much of the 
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uorld And jou must have knounwhat it is to 
suffer — IS it not true ^ — and are since grown more 
humane ' 

Good Sir why do you talk thus > 

Yes you are just standing on the brink of 
eternity soon you will stand in need of the A1 
mighty s mercy Will you deny it to one of his 
creatures^ No you will not Do you not jet 
suspect > Cannot you conjecture with whom you 
speak ^ 

What IS it you mean ^ you alarm me 
Still dont you suspect me? Write Sir to 
the Prince state m what manner I was found and 
how I became my own accuser Impress upon him 
that God wiU at the last day so be merciful unto 
him as he shall now show mercy unto me ' Oh 
entreat hard for me worthy old man ’ and shed a 

tear over what you write for I 1 am the Host 

of the Sun ’ 
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b!e merit of being true I trust that it ivill pro- 
duce a uarmer feeling of sympatby and admiration 
than all tlic volumes of Grnndison and Pamela put 
together 

T«o brothers Barons Von Wrmh had both 
formed an attachment to a distinguished young lady 
ofVrthr without a know ledge of cacli other s pas 
Sion It vms equally strong in both for m both 
It u’as n first passion Unconsaous of their mu 
tual danger each gaie full rtm to his nfTtction 
neither being an are of the dreadful truth that ho 
had a hcloiod brotlicr for hts n\ul They made an 
earl) declaration of their lose nnd had cicn pro- 
ceeded to make further amngements before an un 
expected occurrence brought the secret to light 

The attachment of both had reached its hij.host 
pitcli— that state of elevation both of the heart nnd 
imagination which has produced so many fatal con 
sequences and which renders even anj idea of the 
sacrifice of the object of affection almost impossible 
The lady deeply sensible of their painful situation 
hesitated hon to decide rather than inflict the 
agonj of disappointed passion and disturb the fra- 
ternal harmony subsisting beta een them she gene 
ronsly referred the a hole affair to themselves 

At length haiiiig acliicvcd an heroic conquest 
in this doubtful struggle bctacen diitj nnd passion, 
a conquest so casilj decided upon by philosophical 

101 III R 
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and moral writers in tlicir closet, and so seldom 
practised in real life, tlie elder addressed Ins 
youngei brother as follon s — 

“ I am aware of jour aflection, strong ns mj' 
own, alas ' for the same ladj of nnr lo^ e I shall 
ohsene nothing in regard to prioritj of age I 
wish j’ou to remain here, nliile I go upon mj’’ 
travels, and do mj' utmost to forget her Should I 
succeed, brother, she mil then become thine, and 
maj^ Heaven prosper jmur love ' Should I, howc\ cr, 
not succeed in mj^ object, I doubt not j’ou -mil act 
as I have done, and try •uhat absence mil clTect ” 
His brother assented, and, bidding farcuell, the 
elder instantlj' left German}’ for Holland , hut the 
image of the beloved girl followed him e\er\* where 
Banished from the ]iaradise of Ins loie, from the 
only happy and delightful scenes which he had once 
sought w ith her, to wdiich his fancj alw aj s recurred, 
and in which only he seemed to breathe and Ine, the 
unhappy young man, like a plant toin from its 
native soil, from the ivaimci bree/es and more 
invigorating beams of its eastern clime, pined and 
sickened iii the new' atmosphere to which he was 
consigned He reached Amstei dam, but it was in 
despair , a violent fei er attacked him, and he w as 
pionounced in danger of his life Still the fncture 
of his lost love haunted liis delirious dreams , the 
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onlj cliancc he had of recovery was m the posses 
Sion of the lovely original herself Tlio physicians 
despaired of his recovery until upon its being 
mentioned that he might yet live to behold her 
once more from that moment he was gradually 
restored to health Like a aaalking skeleton the 
picture of utter w retchcdnc<5s he again appeared in 
Ins native place lie tottered across the threshold 
of Ins unforgotten girl and again pressed his bro 
thers hand — lion see brother I am returned 
Alas' what my heart foreboded has come to pass 
yet as Ifcaren 13 my judge I could do no more 

He sunk almost lifeless into the poor girl s 
arms 

Tlie younger brother now became no less deter 
mined to try the effect of absence and was ready 
prepared watlim a few weeks for bis tour 

Brother said he you bore y our grief ns fir 
as Holland I will endeasour to banish myself yet 
farther Do not bowcier lead her to the altar 
until you hear from me I will write Our frater 
nal regard w ill admit of no stronger bond our w ord 
IS cnoUj.li Should I be more fortunate than you 
in Gods name let her be thine* and may lie 
for eaer bless your union * Should I however re 
turn then Hcasen alone may decide between us 
two Farewell 1 but keep tins sealed packet open 
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jt not, iintil 1 shall he far tmnj I am going to 
BataMa” With those words he sprang into the 
chaise. 

Half distracted, the two heings whom he had 
left, gazed after linn, and were little more to he 
en\ied than the hanished man, for he had sur- 
passed his brother, whom he had left, in greatness of 
soul With equal pow'cr did loie for the woman, 
whom he had iccovered, and regret for the brother, 
W'h6m he had lost, appear tostrnc for master) in 
his breast The noise of the carriage, as it died 
aw'^ay in the distance, seemed to cleave liis heart in 
tw'ani He recovered, however, with the utmost 
care and attention The young ladv — but no ' that 
wall be best show n by the result 

The sealed packet vv as opened It contained i 
full and particular description of the whole of his 
German possessions, which he made over to his bro- 
thei , in case he found himself happv at Batav la 
This heioic conqueror of himself shortlj afterwards 
set sail in coinjiany with some Dutch merchants, and 
ariived in safety at Batavia In the course of a few 
months aftenvaids, Ins brother received from him the 
following lines — 

“ Hero, where I perjietually return thanks to 
the Almighty Giver of all good — here I have found 
a new country, a new home , and call to mind. 
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•ttitli nil tlie stern pleasure of n martjr our long and 
unbroken fr^tcrml lo\c Prosb scenes and fate it 
self seem to ba\e widened the current of mj feel 
mgs God ha h granted me strength ) es strength 
to olTtr up the highest sjcrificc to our friendship 
Thine is alas’ here falls a tear— but it is 

the last I hare triumphed ’ — thme let 

her bo ' Brotber I did not wish to take her when 
thou uort from us because I feared slic mjj,ht not 
he happy in my arms But should she ercrime 
blessed me with ttic thought that we should indeed 
hate been Inppy tOoCtbcr then brotber I would 
impress it upon your soul Do not forget how dearly 
she must be won b) )ou niul always treat tbo 
dear angtl with the same kindness and tenderness 
inth which you noi think of her Treat licr ns the 
fondest last best Icgacj of n dear departed brother" 
whom thj arms will ne\cr more embrace Do not 
WTite to me when )ou are celebrating your nuptials 
IVIy wounils are )et open and bleeding fresh Write 
to me oiilj when you arc happ} Jfy net in this 
will be suret} for nit I trust that God wall not do 
sert me in tlie world whither I have transferred 
mjself 

After the receipt of this letter the elder brother 
married the lady and enjoyed one happy year of w ed 
dcdloae The lady at the end of that short period 
n3 
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(lied, and, m dj ing, slic first entrusted to her hus- 
band the unhappj secret of licr bosom — tlint she 
liad loved Ins absent brother best. 

Both these brothers arc 301 oh\e the oldest 
•who IS again married, resides upon his estates in 
Germany, the younger one remained at Bitasia, 
svhere he is distinguished as a fortunate, and sort 
eminent character He is said to base made a \on 
never to marry , and hitherto ho has religiously 
kept It. 
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A M ALK AMONG THE LINDEN TREES 

Wollmar and Edwin were friends residing to- 
gether in a pleasant retired situation for the sahe 
of enjoying the country Thej had withdrawn from 
the tumult of the busy world in order to examine 
with philosophical leisure and reflection into the 
most remarlvablt incidents of their life and destiny 
Edwin the happiest of the two gazed upon the 
world with a glowing eje aworld which themore 
serious Wollmar beheld arrayed m tlic mourning 
colour of his ouai misfortunes A noble aaenuc 
of linden trees was the spot selected with most 
pleasure in which to indulge tlieir contemplations 
Here one fine 3la) day they sought the cool shade 
I was with them and I recoil ct .the follow in„ 
conversation — 

Edwin What a glorious day' Nature glows 
in all her strength and loaelmc s afresh then why 
so serious my Wollmar ? 

lloUmar Leave me alone ' You know it is 
my custom a custom that abvays spoils your good 
humour 

Stated n the title page of the onginal to lia c. Veen hor 
rowed from the \\ urtemburgh Repertory of I itcrature T 
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Edwin Is il possible }ou can thus turn from tlie 
cup of joy sparlchng, niul oicrflounig as it is ^ 
WoUmar Yes, uben one finds a spider in it 
and why not? In jour cj-cs^ to be siirc^ Xatnre 
dechs herself out like a 110011 rosj -cheeked maiden 
on her bridal day To me, she appear*; an old wi- 
thered dowager, with sunken ejes, fiirroiied cheeks, 
and artificial ornaments in lier lian II011 she seems 
to admire herself 111 this her Sundaj’ finerj ' But it 
IS the same ii orn and ancient garment, put oft .ind 
on some hundreds of thousands — intalculable num- 
bers of times Wliy, she sported the identical old 
green flowing tram she nbw bears, before the time of 
Deucalion ' pist so perfumed up to the cj es, so mot- 
ley dressed and bepainted Xo u oiider one is tired 
of lier, when these thousand years past she pajs 
all her reckonings from the revenue of death, pre- 
pares her feasts upon the bones of her oi\ n thildren, 
and nourishes corruption Young man ' are j ou non 
aware m 11 hose societj >011 areualking? Do jou 
apprehend that this endless circle here is the grai e- 
stone of your ou n species ^ that the 1 erj breezes 
which bring the odours of tlic linden trees, perhaps 
blow the decayed strength of the great Armemus, 
his very dust, in our noses , 11 hile, in the fresh spring, 
you quaff the weU pounded bones of our mighty 
Henry ' Peihaps the same atom whicli,in the frame 
of Plato, created the thought of Divinity, that 



ItCIlXLLPU 


3G9 


whicli in the heart of Titus trembled at the appeal 
of pity Ojpm perhaps inflamed the heastl) appetites 
of Sardanapalna or in the carcase of some gibbeted 
ivretch afforded seasoning for the rarens Ivon do 
you think this pleasant Edw m > 

Edtvin Pardon me ^ our Mews I think arc 
comical enough How ' Do you imagine that our 
bodies are subject to the same laws as our souls 
and w ander after thev arc interred f Suppose after 
death you w ere to giv e the corporeal frame the same 
ofHce which it had fulfilled in obedience to tbe soul 
during life insomuch that the relics of the dc 
ceased were compelled to go through much the 
same scenes and transactions as the) had done hero 
quaj cura fuit mvis cadem scquitur tellurc repos- 
tos 

Jl'oUinar It follows that the aslus of Lycur 
gus may still be and eternally continue ut tbc bot 
tom of the ocean ' 

Edntn Do jou hear the note of the sweet 
nightingile from j onder tree ^ IVclI ' I suppose 
we are listening to the Urn of Tibullus s ashts 
"i es and Pindar is still soaring in the distant lion 
zon there m that tow ering eagle while Anacreon s 
atoms are perhaps blowing about in some of these 
sweet smelling zephjrs Who can tell whether the 
bodies of some of their deceased favourites maj not 
still be plajing with their mistresses locks fl\ 
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ing about m the shape of pou dor and pomatum , 
whether the remains of some old usurer may not re- 
turn, in form of a century or two’s rust, to be melted 
down for the purpose of a new issue in the mint ^ 
Yea, whether the bodies of our Pol) graphers may not 
be condemned to be beaten into letters, liot-presscd 
into paper, reniaiiimg eternally groaning under the 
bondage of the press, still assisting to immortalize 
the nonsense of their colleagues > Tims, you see, 
Wollmar, how I contrive to extract the spirit of 
good-humour from the same chalice that serves to 
administer to your gall 

Wollmar Edwin, Edgin' Why attempt to 
turn my serious and philosopdiical \ len s into mere 
jest^’ Let me proceed though a good case does 
not shun scrutiny of any hind 

Edwin — Scrutinize, Wollmar, when ) on are hap- 
pier 

Wollmai — Stop there ' )ou are piobing one of 
my deadliest wounds Wisdom might thus be es- 
teemed a mere gossiping medler, playing the para- 
site or the mischief-maher in every house in which 
she appears , denying mercy to the oflending and 
unhappy, and fomenting evils among the happy. A , 
sick stomach com erts this planet into a hell upon 
earth, and a good glass of wine can as easily deify 
these devils Weie oui humouis a model of oui 
philosophical reflections, I should like you to in- 
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form me Eduin from which of these abstract truth 
would flow I fear Edmn you ^vlll never become 
uase imtil you become more serious 

Edn in That I could not be even to be wise 
JVollmar You just now mentioned the word 
happy how would you become that ’ Labour is the 
bond of life prudence tlie means and happiness 
you say is the price Innumerable sails are spread 
o'v er the dangerous deep m search of the happy isle 
to secure if possible this golden fleece But say 
thou wise man how many succeed in finding it 
Here I behold a whole fleet surrounded by rocks 
and storms suffering the severest privations perpe 
tually trying to make the shore and as often driven 
back into the ocean It fails in the outset of the 
vovage the \ essel coasts fearfully along the shore 
often seeking to refit often taking in provisions m 
order to make once more the hoped for distant port to 
meet with renewed disappointment Many give 
themselves infinite pain and labour to day in order to 
accustom themselves to it to morrow others are 
borne awaj by a torrent of the passions down the 
eternal abyss without leaving even their name 
There ate more who e\ert their utmost to take 
advantage of their situation and turn to account 
the unavaihng labours of their predecessors and en 
joy the fame Deduct these and scarcelj one poor 
fourth part remains Filled with terror and alarm 
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away they are home before the wincl^ witliout helm 
or compass, by the feeble light of the stars , while 
on the edge of the horizon, like a white cloud, ap- 
pears the happy coast in sight Land, land * cries 
the steersman, and behold ' — a wretched rotten 
plank starts clean an ay, and the leaky lessel 
sinks '‘Apparent lari naiites in gurgite \asto" 
The most lucky swimmer, perhaps, arrnes faint- 
ing on shore • a stranger in the ethereal zone he 
wanders solitarily about, and looks mth full eye 
towards his desired home in the North In this n ay 
I may deduct one million aftei another from 3 oiii 
full amount, your free system of happiness Chil- 
dren free themselves from the control of men, and 
these last lament that they arc no longer children 
The stream of our consciousness flows back to its 
source, the evening grows twilight like the morning, 
Aurora and Hesperus embrace, as it were, in the 
same night, and the wise man, who would ha^ e at- 
tempted to burst through the m alls of mortality, 
sinks back into second childhood Now, Edwin, pass 
ludgment between the jiot and the piplun * — reply, 
Edwin, if you can 

Eihvin The pipkin is already adjudged, if the 
pot may he reckoned -with it. 

Wollmm . Reply, I say. 

Ednnn I sa}'^ that even when the vessel fuK to 
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make that happy shore the voyage 15 not therefore 
lost 

MoUmar Widen your vicn and take m the 
^e^} picturesque prospects A^hicli open to the right 
and left of you Do you sec them tossed about in 
cloud and storm trembling upon the edges of the 
rocks ? No argue with me no longer ' my grief is 
more reasonable than your joy 

Edrein And shall I trample the violet under 
foot only because I cannot pluck the rose? Or 
should 1 lose a fine "Ma) day because a storm may 
darken us face ? — no ! I rejoice in the cloudless blue 
I pluck the flower though its scent may he flotvn 
ere morning I throw it aside u hen it fades and 
pluck Its younger sister on the stem just bursting 
into bloom 

JfoUmar Once for all it is in \am "Wlierc one 
seed of pleasure springs you may find a thousand 
shoots of sorrou and despair Fen are the tears of 
pleasure compared n ith those of sorrow and despair 
Here on the \cry spot where man naa late rejoicing 
j ou shall find a heap of m orms While our voice 
of gladness seems to fill the air a thousand curses 
are ready to be launched upon our heads Yes life 
IS a cheating lottery in which a few poor prizes arc 
lost in a crowd of Wanks Eacli point of time be 
comes the grave of some pleasure each n retched 
mortal each atom of dust the grave stone of some 
'OL m s 
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departed delight Death hath impressed Ins seal 
upon each atom of the eternal universe upon eacli 
atom I read that comfortless uord of fareuell 
Gone ' 

Edwin But wherefore not lla^ e been ? hlay 
not each tone of that fimeral hymn pro^ c a blessing ? 
It IS likewise the hymn of omnipresent lov e for it 
was in this spot, Wollmar, under this Lmden-tree, 
where I first lussed my Juliet, whcie Juliet lirst 
returned my kiss 

Wolhnar (Turning hastily away ) Young man, 
it MMs undei these Jjinden-trees where I lost my 
Lauia 
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